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The King Never Smiles: Unraveling the Mystique Behind Thailand?s Most Iconic Moniker

The king never smiles?a phrase that has echoed through history, literature, and popular culture,
especially when referencing Thailand's revered monarch. This moniker encapsulates the aura of
solemnity, dignity, and the unyielding sense of duty that has characterized King Bhumibol Adulyadej
and other Thai monarchs. In this comprehensive article, we delve into the origins of this nickname,
its cultural significance, the personality and leadership style of the kings it describes, and how this
perception influences Thailand?s societal fabric.

The Origins of the Phrase "The King Never Smiles"

Historical Context

The phrase "the king never smiles" is believed to have originated from Western interpretations of
Thai royalty, particularly during the 20th century, when foreign journalists and diplomats observed
the strict formalities and reserved demeanor of Thai kings. It was often used to describe King
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), who reigned from 1946 until his death in 2016.

Cultural Misinterpretation or Reflection?

While some interpret the phrase as a reflection of the king's stoicism and unwavering sense of duty,
others argue it may oversimplify or misrepresent the royal personality. Thai culture emphasizes
humility, restraint, and the importance of maintaining a composed exterior?traits that can sometimes
be perceived as emotional distance from a Western perspective.

The Significance of Dignity and Reserve in Thai Monarchy

Cultural Values and Expectations

In Thailand, the monarchy is seen as a divine institution, embodying moral uprightness and spiritual
authority. The image of a reserved and serious monarch aligns with the cultural expectations of
humility and self-control.

The Role of the King as a Moral Compass

The king's demeanor?calm, composed, and seldom displaying overt emotion?is considered a
reflection of his role as a moral leader. This demeanor fosters respect and admiration among the
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Thai people, reinforcing the monarchy?s sacred status.

The Personality and Leadership Style of Kings Referred to as "Never Smiling"

The Character of King Bhumibol Adulyadej

King Bhumibol was known for his deep sense of responsibility, dedication to development projects,
and a calm demeanor. His leadership style was characterized by:

- Diplomacy and tact: Navigating complex political landscapes with subtlety.
- Focus on social welfare: Initiating numerous rural development and self-sufficiency programs.
- Quiet strength: Leading through example rather than flamboyance.

The Legacy of Monarchical Reserve

The reserved attitude of King Bhumibol became a symbol of stability during turbulent times in
Thailand's history, including political upheavals and coups. His image as a king who "never smiles"
reinforced his role as a steady figure above transient political disputes.

Cultural Significance of the "Never Smiles" Persona

Symbolism and National Identity

The image of a king who maintains composure and dignity resonates deeply within Thai society. It
symbolizes:

- Respect for tradition: Upholding centuries-old customs.
- Moral authority: Embodying integrity and service.
- Unity: Serving as a unifying figure in times of crisis.

Impact on the Thai People

For many Thais, the king?s stoic image fosters a sense of pride and reverence. The "never smiles"
persona is often associated with:

- Patience in adversity
- Self-control and discipline
- A sense of divine mandate
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The Role of Media and Propaganda in Shaping the Image

State-Controlled Narratives

The Thai government and media have historically promoted the image of the monarch as a reserved
and dignified figure, often emphasizing his seriousness as a virtue.

The Use of Symbolism

Images of the king are carefully curated to portray serenity and strength, reinforcing the "never
smiles" archetype. This includes:

- Photographs of the king in formal attire
- Public appearances showing solemnity
- Royal ceremonies emphasizing tradition

Controversies and Modern Perspectives

Challenging the Stereotype

Some critics argue that the "never smiles" image suppresses the human aspect of the monarchs,
overlooking their personality, emotions, and personal stories.

The Impact on Royal Privacy

The reserved image has also contributed to limited personal disclosures, leading to speculation
about the private life of the monarchy.

Changing Perceptions

In recent years, with increased access to information and global perspectives, some have begun to
question the strict persona of the "never smiling" king, advocating for a more humanized view of
royalty.

The Legacy of the "Never Smiles" Monarchical Image

Enduring Respect and Reverence

Despite debates and changing attitudes, the image of the king who "never smiles" remains a
powerful symbol of Thai identity.
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Influence on Future Monarchy

The current and future monarchs may continue to embody elements of this persona, balancing
tradition with evolving societal expectations.

Cultural Lessons

The archetype teaches lessons about humility, duty, and the importance of maintaining composure
in leadership?values that transcend cultural boundaries.

Conclusion

The phrase the king never smiles encapsulates a complex blend of cultural values, leadership style,
and national identity in Thailand. While it may originate from Western observations, it reflects deeply
rooted Thai ideals of dignity, responsibility, and moral authority. Whether viewed as a symbol of
unwavering stability or as an oversimplified stereotype, the image of the reserved monarch
continues to influence Thailand?s societal fabric and international perception. As the country
navigates the modern era, understanding the nuances behind this moniker offers valuable insights
into Thai culture, history, and the enduring reverence for its monarchy.
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Note: This article is for informational purposes and aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the
cultural significance surrounding the phrase "the king never smiles."
 
The King Never Smiles is a compelling and meticulously researched biography that delves into the
complex and often controversial life of King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand, one of the most
enduring and revered monarchs in modern history. As a book, it provides an in-depth look at a figure
whose legacy has been both celebrated and scrutinized, offering readers a nuanced perspective
that challenges simplistic narratives. Crafted by renowned author Paul Handley, the work is
distinguished by its thorough investigative approach, extensive sourcing, and candid portrayal of a
monarch whose influence shaped Thailand for over six decades.

Overview of "The King Never Smiles"

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 4 of 16



The King Never Smiles Academic PDF Vol. 2024, Issue 4

"The King Never Smiles" stands out in the realm of royal biographies for its investigative rigor and
balanced narrative. Unlike many hagiographies that tend to idealize monarchs, Handley?s work
critically examines the political, social, and personal dimensions of King Bhumibol's life. The title
itself hints at the paradoxical nature of the king's public persona?always composed, reserved, and
seemingly inscrutable?while revealing the underlying complexities of his reign.

The book spans the entirety of Bhumibol's life, from his childhood and education in Switzerland to
his ascension to the throne and subsequent decades of leadership. It explores his relationships with
political factions, the military, and the Thai people, providing context for the political upheavals
Thailand experienced during his reign. Handley?s detailed narrative attempts to demystify the
persona of the "King Never Smiles," revealing the underlying power dynamics and strategic
calculations that characterized his rule.

Historical Context and Political Landscape

The Rise to the Throne

King Bhumibol was born in 1927, during a period of political instability in Thailand. His accession in
1946 followed the abdication of his brother and marked the beginning of a reign that would span
more than 70 years. The early years of his kingship were shaped by Cold War tensions, military
coups, and shifting alliances.

Thailand?s Turbulent Politics

Throughout his reign, Thailand experienced numerous coups, protests, and political upheavals.
Handley provides a detailed account of these events, emphasizing the king's role?both direct and
indirect?in stabilizing or influencing these transitions. The book portrays Bhumibol as a figure who,
while committed to the monarchy?s stability, often navigated complex power struggles behind the
scenes.

The Role of the Monarchy

The author critically examines how the monarchy's influence evolved over time, especially with
constitutional changes and the rise of democratic movements. The book argues that Bhumibol?s
subtle interventions were pivotal in certain moments, yet also highlights the ways in which the
monarchy maintained a delicate balance of power that often eluded public scrutiny.

Personality and Public Persona

The "Smile" and Its Significance
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The title?s phrase "The King Never Smiles" underscores the perception of the king as a reserved
and stoic figure. Handley explores the cultural and political reasons behind this persona, suggesting
that Bhumibol?s outward demeanor was a strategic tool?meant to evoke stability, authority, and
calmness amidst turbulent times.

Private Life and Personal Traits

While publicly enigmatic, the book delves into the king?s private life?his passions, hobbies, and
personal relationships. It discusses his interests in music, photography, and rural development,
painting a picture of a man who, despite his regal stature, sought to connect with the Thai people
through various initiatives.

Controversies and Criticisms

The book does not shy away from controversies surrounding Bhumibol, including allegations of
political manipulation, suppression of dissent, and the influence of the palace in Thai politics.
Handley presents these issues with nuance, acknowledging the complexities of governance and
tradition in Thailand.

Features of "The King Never Smiles"

- Thorough Research and Sourcing: Handley?s work is based on extensive interviews, leaked
documents, and interviews with insiders, providing a rare glimpse into behind-the-scenes political
machinations.

- Balanced Perspective: The book balances admiration for the king?s contributions with critical
analysis of his methods and impact.

- Detailed Chronology: A comprehensive timeline of events offers clarity on how various political
and social developments unfolded during his reign.

- Cultural Insight: Provides cultural context about Thai traditions, Buddhism, and societal values
that shaped and were shaped by the monarchy.

Pros and Cons of "The King Never Smiles"

Pros:

- Offers an in-depth, well-researched account of a complex historical figure
- Presents multiple perspectives, including critical viewpoints
- Illuminates the political intricacies of Thailand?s modern history
- Engages readers with detailed anecdotes and evidence

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 6 of 16



The King Never Smiles Academic PDF Vol. 2024, Issue 4

- Challenges simplistic narratives surrounding the monarchy

Cons:

- The tone can be dense and academic, potentially intimidating for casual readers
- Some critics argue it portrays the monarchy in a more critical light than traditional Thai

narratives
- The book?s focus on political and behind-the-scenes details may overshadow the human

aspects of Bhumibol?s life
- Its controversial nature led to bans in Thailand, limiting access within the country
- Some readers may find the critique of revered figures uncomfortable or sensitive

Impact and Reception

"The King Never Smiles" has garnered both praise and criticism since its publication. Supporters
commend it for its scholarly rigor and courage in tackling sensitive issues, viewing it as an essential
contribution to understanding Thailand?s history. Critics, particularly within Thailand, have accused
it of being overly negative or biased, arguing that it undermines national unity and respect for the
monarchy.

Despite the polarized reception, the book has influenced academic discourse and public debates
about the role of the monarchy in Thailand. It is often considered a seminal work for students of
Southeast Asian politics and modern Thai history.

Conclusion: A Necessary Read for Understanding Thailand

"The King Never Smiles" is more than just a biography; it is a critical examination of a figure whose
influence extends beyond Thailand?s borders. It invites readers to reflect on the complex interplay
between tradition, power, and modernity in Thai society. For those interested in political history,
monarchy studies, or Southeast Asian affairs, Handley?s detailed account provides invaluable
insights.

While its candidness and critical approach may challenge conventional reverence, they are essential
for a comprehensive understanding of Thailand?s modern history. The book?s portrayal of King
Bhumibol as a multifaceted individual?both revered and controversial?serves as a reminder that
history is rarely black and white. It underscores the importance of examining figures in their full
context, acknowledging their flaws and virtues alike.

In sum, "The King Never Smiles" is a formidable work that enriches the discourse surrounding one
of Asia?s most iconic monarchs. It is a must-read for anyone seeking a balanced, well-researched
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perspective on Thailand?s pivotal years and the enduring legacy of King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of 'The King Never Smiles'? The book critically
examines the reign of Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej, revealing behind-the-scenes political intrigue,
corruption, and the complexities of his rule. Who is the author of 'The King Never Smiles'? The book
was written by Paul Handley, a former journalist and author specializing in Thai politics and history.
Why has 'The King Never Smiles' been considered controversial? Because it presents a critical and
often revealing perspective on Thailand's monarchy and political system, challenging traditional
narratives and risking censorship or backlash in Thailand. How has 'The King Never Smiles'
impacted perceptions of Thai history? It has sparked debates and increased awareness about
Thailand's political past, monarchy, and the role of military and government institutions, offering a
more nuanced understanding beyond official narratives. Is 'The King Never Smiles' available in
multiple languages? Yes, the book has been translated into several languages, including Thai,
English, and others, making its insights accessible to an international audience. 

 
Related keywords: King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Thai monarchy, Thai politics, Thai history, Thai
royalty, Thai society, Thai culture, Thai nationalism, political repression, documentary film

king of the queen city the story of king records

King of the Queen City: The Story of King Records

In the rich tapestry of American music history, few labels have left as profound and enduring a
legacy as King Records. Emerging from Cincinnati, Ohio?often affectionately called the "Queen
City"?King Records became a pioneering force in the development of rhythm and blues, soul, and
country music. The label?s story is one of innovation, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to
diverse musical voices. This article delves into the fascinating history of King Records, exploring its
origins, influential artists, groundbreaking contributions, and lasting impact on the music industry.

The Origins of King Records

Founding and Early Years

King Records was founded in 1943 by Syd Nathan, a music industry veteran with a vision to create
a label that could produce and distribute a wide array of musical styles under one roof. Based in
Cincinnati, Ohio, the label was uniquely positioned in the Midwest, away from the traditional music
industry hubs like New York City, Nashville, and Los Angeles. Nathan?s goal was to establish a
regional powerhouse that could serve both rural and urban audiences.
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Initially, King Records focused on producing 78 rpm records, emphasizing genres that resonated
with the local community. The label?s early catalog included country, hillbilly, blues, and R&B
recordings, reflecting the diverse musical tastes of Cincinnati and the surrounding areas.

The Business Model and Operations

Syd Nathan?s innovative approach included:

- Vertical Integration: King Records owned its recording studios, pressing plants, and distribution
channels, allowing greater control over the entire process.

- Diverse Catalog: The label deliberately avoided genre restrictions, aiming to reach as broad an
audience as possible.

- Talent Recruitment: King Records signed both emerging and established artists, fostering a
vibrant and eclectic roster.

This strategic approach helped King Records flourish during the 1940s and 1950s, setting the stage
for its historic influence on American music.

The Rise to Prominence

Breakthrough Artists and Recordings

King Records gained recognition through several key artists and groundbreaking recordings:

- James Brown: Often called the "Godfather of Soul," James Brown?s recording career began
with King Records in 1956. His energetic performances and innovative sound revolutionized soul
music.

- The Stanley Brothers: A prominent bluegrass duo whose recordings helped popularize country
and bluegrass music nationally.

- Homer and Jethro: A comedy and country duo that achieved success through King Records?
diverse catalog.

Some notable recordings include:

- James Brown?s ?Please, Please, Please? (1956), which became a hit and launched his
legendary career.

- Bill Doggett?s ?Honky Tonk (Parts 1 & 2),? a jazz and R&B crossover that topped charts in the
late 1950s.
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Innovations in Music and Business

King Records was among the first to:

- Combine genres: Breaking down barriers between country, R&B, and soul music.
- Use regional talent: Promoting artists who resonated with local audiences but had national

potential.
- Maintain artist control: Providing artists with more creative freedom compared to other labels of

the era.

The label?s emphasis on innovation and diversity helped it stand out during a competitive period in
music history.

Impact and Legacy

Influence on R&B and Soul Music

King Records is credited with helping shape the sound of soul music. James Brown?s work under
the King label laid the foundation for funk and modern R&B. His recordings at King introduced
revolutionary rhythms, vocal styles, and stage presence that influenced countless artists.

Contribution to Country and Bluegrass

While best known for R&B, King Records also played a pivotal role in country and bluegrass music.
The label?s support of artists like The Stanley Brothers helped bring bluegrass into the mainstream,
blending rural traditions with the broader musical landscape.

Breaking Racial Barriers

King Records was one of the few labels in the 1940s and 1950s to produce racially diverse artists
and recordings. It fostered an environment where Black artists like James Brown could achieve
success alongside country and bluegrass musicians, promoting racial integration within the music
industry.

Challenges and Decline

Despite its successes, King Records faced numerous challenges:

- Financial Difficulties: Competition from major labels and changing industry dynamics strained
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the company?s resources.
- Management Changes: Syd Nathan retired in the 1960s, and subsequent management

struggles affected the label?s direction.
- Market Shifts: The rise of Motown, Stax, and other major soul labels shifted industry focus away

from regional labels like King.

By the late 1960s, King Records had largely ceased its operations, but its catalog remained
influential and revered.

Legacy and Preservation

Reissues and Recognitions

In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in King Records? catalog:

- Numerous reissues of classic recordings have introduced new generations to King?s
groundbreaking work.

- Music historians and collectors have celebrated the label?s diverse roster and innovative sound.

Musical and Cultural Influence

King Records? pioneering efforts in merging genres, supporting racial integration, and promoting
regional artists have left an indelible mark on American music. Its influence can be seen in the
development of soul, funk, country, and bluegrass.

The Queen City?s Cultural Heritage

Cincinnati proudly honors King Records as a vital part of its cultural history. The city recognizes the
label?s role in shaping American music and continues to celebrate its legacy through museums,
festivals, and educational programs.

Conclusion

The story of King Records is a testament to innovation, diversity, and resilience in the face of
industry challenges. From its humble beginnings in Cincinnati to becoming a major force in shaping
American musical genres, King Records exemplifies the power of regional labels to influence the
national and global music landscape. Its legacy endures through the timeless recordings of
legendary artists like James Brown and the ongoing appreciation of its pioneering spirit. As the "King
of the Queen City," King Records remains a symbol of musical excellence and cultural significance,
inspiring future generations of musicians and industry leaders alike.
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Key Takeaways

- Founded in 1943 in Cincinnati by Syd Nathan.
- Pioneered the integration of multiple genres including R&B, country, and bluegrass.
- Launched the careers of iconic artists such as James Brown.
- Promoted racial and musical diversity during a segregated era.
- Left a lasting legacy that continues to influence music today.

Whether you're a music historian, a fan of classic soul, or someone interested in regional American
culture, the story of King Records offers invaluable insights into the evolution of American music and
the enduring power of regional innovation.
 
King of the Queen City: The Story of King Records

King of the Queen City: The story of King Records is a compelling narrative that encapsulates the
rise, influence, and enduring legacy of one of America?s most iconic independent record labels.
Founded in Cincinnati, Ohio, during the mid-20th century, King Records became a pivotal force in
shaping the landscape of American music, bridging genres, and nurturing legendary artists. This
article delves into the origins of King Records, its groundbreaking contributions to music, its
challenges, and its lasting impact on the industry.

Origins of King Records: From Cincinnati?s Streets to the Music Industry

The Birth of a Label in a Musical Crossroads

In 1943, in the vibrant city of Cincinnati, a man named Syd Nathan established King Records.
Cincinnati, often called the "Queen City," was a melting pot of cultural influences, and its strategic
location along major transportation routes made it an ideal hub for distribution and recording.
Nathan, a former record store owner and music distributor, recognized the potential for a local label
that could serve both a regional and national audience.

Early Years and Strategic Vision

Initially focusing on the rhythm and blues (R&B) and country markets, King Records differentiated
itself by its pragmatic approach?recording local artists, pressing records in-house, and distributing
through its extensive network. Nathan?s vision was to create a label that could produce records
quickly and affordably while maintaining quality.

Key Factors in Its Formation
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- Location Advantage: Cincinnati?s geographical position allowed for easier distribution across
the Midwest and South.

- In-House Manufacturing: King Records operated its own pressing plant, reducing costs and
increasing control over production.

- Diverse Catalog: Unlike many labels that specialized narrowly, King recorded a broad spectrum
of genres, including jazz, blues, gospel, country, and R&B.

The Rise of King Records: Pioneering a Musical Empire

Breaking Into the Mainstream

By the late 1940s and early 1950s, King Records had established itself as a powerhouse in
independent music, thanks to its prolific output and talented roster. The label?s strategy of nurturing
local talent and embracing a diversity of genres allowed it to reach various audiences.

Notable Artists and Recordings

Some of the most influential artists associated with King Records include:

- James Brown: Often called the ?Godfather of Soul,? Brown recorded numerous hits at King,
including early classics like ?Please Please Please.?

- The Stanley Brothers: Pioneers of bluegrass music, whose recordings helped popularize the
genre.

- Hank Ballard & The Midnighters: Known for hits like ?Work with Me, Annie,? which was
influential in the development of R&B.

- The Count Basie Orchestra: Demonstrating King?s reach into jazz.

Genre Fusion and Innovation

King Records was ahead of its time in blending genres and fostering innovation. For example:

- R&B and Country Crossover: King produced records that appealed to diverse audiences,
breaking racial and genre boundaries.

- Innovative Recording Techniques: The label adopted and adapted recording methods that
enhanced sound quality and artist expression.

Business Model and Distribution

King?s success was also rooted in its savvy business practices:
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- Regional Focus with National Ambitions: While rooted in Cincinnati, the label aimed for national
distribution.

- In-House Pressing: This gave King control over the quality and release timeline.
- Artist Development: King invested in developing talent, sometimes providing artists with their

first recording opportunities.

Challenges and Controversies: Navigating a Complex Industry

Racial Barriers and Industry Obstacles

During its peak years, the music industry was rife with racial discrimination, which posed significant
challenges for King Records and its predominantly Black artists. Despite this, King?s leadership and
perseverance helped carve a space for Black artists in a segregated industry.

Financial Struggles and Competition

King Records faced stiff competition from major labels, which often sought to acquire successful
independent labels or their artists. Additionally, the financial demands of running an in-house
pressing plant and managing a diverse catalog strained the company's resources.

Legal Disputes and Ownership Issues

Over the years, disputes over rights and royalties emerged, reflecting broader industry issues. Some
artists felt undercompensated, leading to tensions that affected relationships and the label?s
reputation.

Decline and Transformation: The Later Years of King Records

The Shift in the Music Industry

By the late 1960s and early 1970s, changes in the industry?such as the rise of rock music, changing
consumer tastes, and corporate consolidation?began to impact King Records? business model.

Sale and Dissolution

In the early 1970s, King Records was sold off, and its operations were gradually phased out. Some
of its catalogs were acquired by larger entities, but the original Cincinnati headquarters and pressing
plant eventually ceased operations.

Legacy Preservation
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Despite its decline, King Records? catalog remained influential. Reissues, compilations, and
scholarly works have kept its legacy alive, influencing generations of musicians and industry
professionals.

The Enduring Legacy of King Records

Pioneering Racial Integration in Music

King Records played a crucial role in breaking down racial barriers in the music industry by
promoting Black artists and recordings that crossed racial boundaries.

Influence on Future Generations

Many artists and producers cite King Records as an inspiration. Its approach to genre fusion, artist
development, and independent production served as a blueprint for future independent labels.

Cultural Significance

Beyond music, King Records symbolizes resilience and innovation within a challenging social and
economic landscape. Its story reflects broader themes of perseverance, creativity, and cultural
impact.

Modern Recognition and Revival

In recent years, there has been renewed interest in King Records? history. Documentaries,
academic studies, and music festivals celebrate its contributions, ensuring that the label?s story
continues to resonate.

Conclusion: A Queen City Legend

King of the Queen City: The story of King Records is more than just a regional success story; it?s a
testament to the power of independent spirit, artistic innovation, and cultural perseverance. From its
humble beginnings in Cincinnati to its influence on the national and international stage, King
Records carved out a legacy that endures in the fabric of American music history. Its ability to bridge
genres, promote groundbreaking artists, and challenge industry norms cements its place as a true
king of the Queen City?and of American music overall.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the significance of 'King of the Queen City' in the story of King
Records? 'King of the Queen City' highlights Cincinnati's reputation as a major hub for music and
the influential role King Records played in shaping the music industry there. Who founded King
Records and when was it established? King Records was founded by Syd Nathan in 1943,
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becoming a pioneering independent record label in Cincinnati. Which notable artists were
associated with King Records? King Records was home to legendary artists like James Brown, The
Stanley Brothers, Hank Ballard, and Little Willie John. How did King Records influence the
development of R&B and soul music? King Records was instrumental in developing R&B and soul
by producing groundbreaking tracks and nurturing artists like James Brown, shaping the genres'
evolution. What challenges did King Records face during its peak years? The label faced financial
difficulties, competition from major labels, and issues related to racial segregation, which impacted
its growth and sustainability. What is the legacy of King Records in today's music industry? King
Records' legacy endures through its pioneering artists and its role in breaking racial barriers,
influencing future independent labels and the development of modern music genres. Are there any
documentaries or books about the story of King Records? Yes, several documentaries and books,
such as 'King of the Queen City: The Story of King Records,' explore its history and impact on
music. How did the nickname 'Queen City' relate to Cincinnati's history with King Records?
Cincinnati is known as the 'Queen City,' and the phrase 'King of the Queen City' symbolizes King
Records' dominance and cultural influence in the city. What are some key milestones in the history
of King Records? Key milestones include its founding in 1943, signing major artists like James
Brown, and its impact on the development of R&B and soul music during the 1950s and 1960s. 

 
Related keywords: King Records, Queen City, Cincinnati music history, record labels, jazz and
blues, Cincinnati musicians, music industry, American record companies, 20th-century music, music
legends
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