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The Yakuza, often shrouded in mystery and infamy, represent one of Japan's most notorious and
enduring criminal organizations. Their history is deeply intertwined with the social, economic, and
political fabric of Japan, stretching back several centuries. From their origins rooted in traditional
Japanese society to their modern-day influence and controversies, the Yakuza's story is a complex
tapestry of loyalty, tradition, violence, and adaptation. This article explores the rich history of the
Yakuza, tracing their evolution from ancient times to the present day, examining their structure,
customs, and the role they play within Japanese society.

The Origins of the Yakuza
Historical Roots in Japanese Society

The origins of the Yakuza date back to the Edo period (1603?1868), although some scholars argue
that their roots can be traced even further to earlier forms of organized crime and social groups.
During the Edo era, Japan was under the strict rule of the Tokugawa shogunate, which enforced a
rigid social hierarchy and limited mobility for the lower classes. Amid these restrictions, certain
groups emerged that operated outside the law, often providing protection and social services to
marginalized communities.

The earliest precursors to the Yakuza were:

- tekiya: Street merchants involved in the peddling of firewood, textiles, and other goods. They
often organized into groups for mutual protection.

- bakuto: Gamblers and betting organizers who operated clandestine gambling houses. These

groups became some of the earliest organized crime factions.

These groups, initially legitimate or semi-legitimate, gradually developed codes of conduct,
hierarchies, and rituals that would influence later Yakuza organizations.

The Formation of the Modern Yakuza

By the late Edo period, the tekiya and bakuto had evolved into more organized entities, forming the
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foundation of what would later be recognized as the Yakuza. They adopted:

- Distinctive symbols and tattoos
- Strict codes of loyalty and honor
- Structured hierarchical organizations

The transition from these traditional groups into the modern Yakuza was solidified during the Meiji
Restoration (1868), a period of rapid modernization and Westernization. Despite efforts by the
government to suppress organized crime, these groups persisted and adapted, often aligning with
political and economic interests.

The Structure and Customs of the Yakuza
Organizational Hierarchy

The Yakuza operates as a highly organized hierarchical structure resembling a family or corporate
entity. Key features include:

- Oyabun: The boss or "godfather" who holds ultimate authority.
- Kobun: The loyal followers or "apprentices" who serve under the oyabun.
- Shatei: Younger or subordinate members within the organization.

Within this hierarchy, loyalty and obedience are paramount, and members often refer to each other
using familial terms such as "father" and "son."

Code of Conduct and Rituals

Yakuza members are known for their strict adherence to a code of conduct, emphasizing loyalty,
honor, and filial piety. Rituals and symbols play a significant role:

- Yubitsume: A ritual amputation of the little finger as a form of apology or atonement for
mistakes.

- Tattoos: Extensive full-body tattoos depicting mythological or symbolic images, serving as a
mark of identity and loyalty.

- Meetings and ceremonies: Formal gatherings with specific rituals to reinforce hierarchy and
unity.

These customs reinforce bonds among members and serve as visible markers of affiliation and
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commitment.

The Evolution of the Yakuza Through the 20th Century
Post-World War Il Expansion

After World War Il, Japan experienced rapid economic growth, and the Yakuza capitalized on this
chaos and opportunity. They expanded their influence into various sectors:

- Construction

- Gambling and entertainment
- Protection rackets

- Drug trafficking

During this period, the Yakuza became intertwined with political and business circles, sometimes
acting as mediators or enforcers for legitimate enterprises.

Crackdowns and Legal Measures

In the late 20th century, Japanese authorities intensified efforts to curb Yakuza activities. Notable
measures include:

- Legislation targeting organized crime groups, such as the Boryokudan Countermeasures Law
of 1991.

- Restrictions on their operations, including bans on participating in certain businesses and public
exposure.

- Public campaigns to discourage associations with Yakuza members.

Despite these efforts, the Yakuza adapted by becoming more clandestine, shifting operations
overseas, and diversifying their criminal activities.

The Role of the Yakuza in Modern Japan
Contemporary Activities and Influence

Today, the Yakuza continues to operate in Japan, though their prominence has diminished due to
legal pressures and societal change. Their activities include:
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- Extortion and protection rackets targeting businesses and individuals.

- Money laundering and financial crimes.

- Participation in the underground economy, including illegal gambling, drug trafficking, and
cybercrime.

- Engagement in legitimate businesses such as real estate, entertainment, and construction to
launder money.

While they maintain a presence in some sectors, their influence is less overt and more covert than in
previous decades.

Public Perception and Cultural Impact
The Yakuza's image is complex. They are simultaneously viewed as:

- Villains: Involved in criminal activities that harm society.

- Modern-day Robin Hoods: Some members are perceived to operate with a code of loyalty and
even provide aid during disasters or community events.

- Cultural icons: Their tattoos, rituals, and history have inspired films, manga, and literature,
cementing their place in Japanese popular culture.
Despite their notoriety, the Yakuza remain a controversial aspect of Japan's social landscape.
Controversies and Legal Challenges
Efforts to Suppress and Dismantle
Japanese authorities continue to pursue strategies to diminish Yakuza influence, including:

- Strengthening anti-organized crime laws.

- Encouraging businesses and citizens to refuse dealings with Yakuza members.

- Implementing financial sanctions and asset freezes.
However, challenges persist due to the organization's adaptability and deep-rooted societal ties.
Yakuza and Society Today
The relationship between the Yakuza and Japanese society remains complex. While the

government officially condemns organized crime, some community members historically viewed
Yakuza as protectors or necessary evils, especially in areas with limited law enforcement presence.
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Recent shifts towards greater transparency and law enforcement pressure have diminished this
perception but haven't eradicated it entirely.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Yakuza

The history of the Yakuza reflects a saga of resilience, adaptation, and cultural significance. From
their humble beginnings as street merchants and gamblers to their evolution into powerful organized
crime syndicates, they have left an indelible mark on Japan's history. Their rituals, hierarchical
structures, and codes of loyalty demonstrate a unique blend of traditional Japanese values and
criminal enterprise. While modern Japan strives to diminish their influence through legal and social
measures, the Yakuza's legacy endures in popular culture, folklore, and the ongoing debates about
crime and society. Understanding their history provides insight into the complex relationship
between legality, morality, and societal norms in Japan, illustrating how an organization rooted in
tradition can evolve to navigate the challenges of contemporary times.

The Yakuza: The History of the Notorious Japanese

The yakuza?the infamous Japanese organized crime syndicates?have long been shrouded in an
aura of mystery, violence, and complex cultural symbolism. With roots stretching back centuries,
their evolution reflects a unique intertwining of tradition, societal upheaval, and modern criminal
enterprise. Understanding the history of the yakuza offers a window into Japan?s social fabric, its
shifting moral landscape, and the ongoing struggle between law enforcement and clandestine power
structures. This article delves into the origins, development, and contemporary status of Japan?s
most notorious criminal organizations.

Origins and Early History of the Yakuza
The Roots in Japanese Society

The yakuza?s history can be traced back to the Edo period (1603?1868), a time characterized by
strict social hierarchies and a burgeoning merchant class. Unlike Western crime organizations that
often emerged from marginalized groups, the roots of the yakuza are intertwined with Japanese
social systems, particularly among marginalized communities such as the tekiya (peddlers) and
bakuto (gamblers).

- Tekiya and Bakuto Origins: These groups began as itinerant vendors and gamblers, operating
on the fringes of society. They often formed tight-knit associations to protect their interests and
navigate societal restrictions.

- Mutual Aid Societies: These early groups functioned as mutual aid societies, providing support
to members in times of hardship, which laid the foundation for more organized structures.
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The Emergence of Organized Crime
By the late Edo period, these groups began to coalesce into more formal organizations with defined

hierarchies and codes of conduct.

- The Formation of Gangs: Over time, groups like the Tekiya and Bakuto evolved into more
structured entities, sometimes engaging in extortion, protection rackets, and illegal gambling.

- Code of Honor: They adopted a code of conduct emphasizing loyalty, discipline, and filial piety,
reminiscent of samurai values, which persist in yakuza culture today.

The Meiji Restoration and Modernization
Transition and Adaptation
The Meiji Restoration (1868) marked Japan?s rapid modernization, industrialization, and opening to

Western influences. During this period, many traditional groups adapted to new economic realities.

- Expansion into Business: Yakuza groups diversified their activities, engaging in legitimate
enterprises such as construction, real estate, and finance.

- Political Connections: Some factions established ties with politicians and law enforcement,
facilitating their influence and protecting their interests.

The Post-War Boom
Following World War Il, Japan faced economic devastation, but this chaos also created

opportunities for organized crime.

- Post-War Reconstruction: Yakuza organizations capitalized on reconstruction efforts, securing
contracts and further entrenching their economic influence.

- Rise in Violence and Power: The 1950s and 1960s saw a surge in violent conflicts among
factions, as they vied for dominance within the criminal underworld.
Structure and Culture of the Yakuza

Organizational Hierarchy

Yakuza groups are typically structured like hierarchical corporations, with a clear chain of command.
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- Oyabun (Boss): The leader, often revered as a paternal figure.

- Kobun (Subordinates): Members who serve under the oyabun, bound by loyalty and duty.

- Branches and Affiliations: Major syndicates like the Yamaguchi-gumi, Sumiyoshi-kai, and
Inagawa-kai operate with their own internal structures but often collaborate or compete.

Rituals and Symbols

Yakuza culture is rich with ritualistic practices and symbolism.

- Yubitsume: The ritual of finger-cutting as a form of apology or penance.

- Tattooing: Full-body tattoos (irezumi) serve as symbols of loyalty, strength, and identity.

- Dress Code: Members often wear specific attire, including suits with distinctive accessories, to
signify their affiliation.

Criminal Activities and Economic Influence

Range of Operations

Yakuza organizations are involved in a wide spectrum of illegal activities, which have evolved over
time.

- Traditional Crimes: Extortion, protection rackets, illegal gambling, and drug trafficking.

- Modern Enterprises: Money laundering, cybercrime, human trafficking, and involvement in
legitimate businesses.

- Urban Control: They exert influence over entertainment districts, real estate, and construction
sectors.

Economic Impact
While often viewed solely through the lens of crime, yakuza groups have also played roles?both

negative and, at times, seemingly pragmatic?in Japan?s economy.

- Community Involvement: Some factions have historically provided aid during disasters, acting
as informal social safety nets.

- Economic Drain: Conversely, their activities distort markets, increase corruption, and pose
threats to public safety.

Legal Crackdowns and Cultural Shifts
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Government Actions
Japan?s authorities have undertaken extensive measures to curb yakuza influence.
- Anti-Organized Crime Laws: Laws targeting racketeering, extortion, and money laundering have
intensified since the 1990s.
- Banishment and Deterrence: Efforts include designating yakuza members as felons, restricting
their participation in legitimate business, and public shaming campaigns.
Cultural Attitudes and Media
Public perception of the yakuza has evolved, influenced by media portrayals and societal changes.
- Media Representation: Films, manga, and television often romanticize or dramatize yakuza
figures, complicating public attitudes.
- Decline in Membership: Younger generations are less inclined to join, and law enforcement
pressure has led to fragmentation and decline of traditional clans.
Contemporary Challenges and the Future
Modern Challenges
Yakuza organizations face numerous obstacles in the 21st century.
- Legal Pressure: Stricter laws and increased surveillance have diminished their operational
scope.
- Economic Changes: The decline of traditional industries and the rise of digital economies
challenge their influence.
- Social Attitudes: Growing awareness and intolerance reduce their social acceptance and
operational space.
The Future of the Yakuza
While the traditional structure and influence of the yakuza have waned, some analysts suggest they

continue to adapt.

- Fragmentation: Many clans have split or diminished, but smaller, more covert groups persist.
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- Integration into Legitimate Sectors: Some factions attempt to rebrand or operate under the guise
of legitimate businesses.

- Cultural Persistence: Despite legal and social pressures, the cultural symbols and rituals remain
embedded in certain communities.

Conclusion

The history of the yakuza reflects a complex interplay of tradition, societal change, and criminal
enterprise. From their origins as mutual aid societies among marginalized groups to their evolution
into powerful, organized crime syndicates, they embody a unique facet of Japanese history and
culture. While modern Japan continues to crack down on their influence, the legacy of the yakuza
persists, woven into the social and cultural fabric of the nation. Understanding their past, present,
and potential future is key to grasping the broader context of Japan?s ongoing struggle with
organized crime and societal resilience.

QuestionAnswer What is the origin of the Yakuza in Japan? The Yakuza originated in the Edo
period (1603-1868) as tekiya (peddlers) and bakuto (gamblers), eventually evolving into organized
crime groups with distinct hierarchies and codes of conduct. How did the Yakuza establish their
influence in Japanese society? They gained influence by engaging in illegal activities such as
gambling, drug trafficking, and protection rackets, while also infiltrating legitimate businesses and
sometimes collaborating with political figures. What are the traditional symbols and tattoos
associated with the Yakuza? Yakuza members are known for elaborate full-body tattoos called
'irezumi," which often depict mythological creatures, dragons, and samurai, symbolizing loyalty,
strength, and identity. How did the Yakuza adapt to modern Japan's legal and societal changes?
They shifted tactics by diversifying into legitimate businesses, laundromats, real estate, and
entertainment sectors, while also attempting to maintain a low profile amid increased law
enforcement crackdowns. What role do the Yakuza play in Japanese culture today? Although their
influence has declined, the Yakuza remain a part of Japan's cultural landscape, often portrayed in
media and sometimes involved in community activities, but they are largely regarded as criminal
organizations. Are there any notable historical figures or leaders associated with the Yakuza? Yes,
prominent figures such as Yoshio Kodama and Kazuo Taoka have been influential leaders, shaping
the organization?s direction and reputation during the 20th century. What is the legal status of the
Yakuza in Japan today? The Japanese government has implemented strict laws to combat
organized crime, including anti-yakuza legislation, which has led to a decline in their activities and
increased difficulty in operating openly. How has media portrayal affected public perception of the
Yakuza? Media portrayals often romanticize or dramatize the Yakuza, contributing to a complex
perception?ranging from viewing them as modern-day Robin Hoods to recognizing them as
dangerous criminals. What are the current challenges faced by the Yakuza organization? They face
legal pressures, societal stigma, dwindling membership, and competition from other criminal groups,
which have all contributed to a decline in their traditional power and influence.
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Yakuza Japan S Criminal Underworld

Yakuza Japan's Criminal Underworld

The Yakuza, Japan's infamous organized crime syndicate, has long been a subject of fascination
and fear both within Japan and internationally. Known for their strict codes of conduct, elaborate
tattoos, and complex hierarchies, the Yakuza's influence extends across various sectors of
Japanese society, including illegal activities, legitimate businesses, and political spheres.
Understanding the Yakuza Japan's criminal underworld offers insight into a unique cultural
phenomenon that blends traditional values with modern crime.

Origins and Historical Background of the Yakuza
Historical Roots

The origins of the Yakuza date back to the Edo period (1603-1868), with roots in traditional
Japanese gambling groups known as tekiya and bakuto. These groups initially served as informal
organizations providing illegal gambling, protection, and other illicit services. Over time, these
groups evolved into formalized syndicates with structured hierarchies and codes of conduct.

Evolution into Modern Crime Syndicates

During Japan's rapid modernization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Yakuza expanded
their activities to include:

- Extortion

- Drug trafficking

- Human trafficking
- lllegal gambling

- Loan sharking

They also infiltrated legitimate businesses, such as construction, entertainment, and finance,
providing a veneer of respectability that allowed them to operate with relative impunity.
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Structure and Hierarchy of the Yakuza
Organizational Hierarchy

The Yakuza operates like a corporate enterprise with a strict hierarchy:

- Oyabun (Boss): The leader, regarded as a paternal figure.

- Saiko-komon (Senior advisor): Trusted confidants who advise the Oyabun.
- Shateigashira (Lieutenants): Leaders of subordinate groups or factions.

- Kobun (Members): Enforcers and foot soldiers carrying out orders.

This hierarchy fosters loyalty and discipline, with members often swearing fealty through elaborate
initiation rituals.

Symbols and Codes

Members of the Yakuza display their affiliation through:

- Tattoos (irezumi): Full-body or back tattoos representing their rank and history.
- Hand gestures and specific clothing styles.
- Adherence to ninkyo (chivalry) principles emphasizing loyalty, honor, and protection.

Activities and Criminal Enterprises
lllegal Activities

The Yakuza's criminal activities encompass various illicit enterprises:

Yakuza Japan?s Criminal Underworld: An In-Depth Analysis of Japan?s Organized Crime
Phenomenon

The Yakuza?a term synonymous with Japan?s notorious organized crime syndicates?has long
captured the imagination of both the public and law enforcement agencies worldwide. Rooted
deeply within Japanese society, these criminal organizations have evolved over centuries, blending
traditional cultural elements with modern criminal enterprises. While often depicted in media as
shadowy figures involved in illicit activities from gambling to cybercrime, the reality of the Yakuza is
far more complex, revealing a layered, hierarchical, and sometimes paradoxically integrated entity
within Japan?s socio-economic fabric.
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Origins and Historical Development of the Yakuza
Historical Roots

The origins of the Yakuza can be traced back to the Edo period (1603-1868), emerging from two
primary groups: the tekiya (peddlers) and the bakuto (gamblers). These groups were initially
composed of itinerant merchants and gamblers who formed tight-knit associations for mutual
protection, social support, and economic activity. Over time, these groups organized into structured
factions with codes of conduct, hierarchical leadership, and territorial claims, gradually transforming
into the modern Yakuza.

Evolution Through the Meiji to Post-War Periods

During Japan?s modernization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Yakuza groups adapted to
the changing social landscape. They engaged in protection rackets, control of underground markets,
and involvement in political dealings. Post-World War 1l, the Yakuza expanded their influence,
capitalizing on Japan?s economic boom. They became intertwined with legitimate businesses, from
construction to entertainment, blurring the lines between lawful and unlawful activity.

Modern Transformation and Globalization

Today, the Yakuza have become sophisticated organizations involved in cybercrime, money
laundering, and international operations. Despite crackdowns by Japanese authorities, their
adaptability has allowed them to persist, often operating with a degree of social acceptance or tacit
tolerance, especially in certain sectors of Japanese commerce and culture.

Organizational Structure and Hierarchy
Hierarchy and Leadership

The Yakuza?s organizational model resembles that of a traditional Japanese family or corporation,
with a clear hierarchy:

- Oyabun (Boss): The supreme leader who oversees the entire organization.

- Kobun (Subordinates): Members who serve under the oyabun, bound by loyalty and strict
codes.

- Shateigashira (Lieutenants): Middle-ranking leaders managing subdivisions.

- Lower Ranks: Enforcers, foot soldiers, and associates who carry out daily operations.

This structure fosters loyalty, discipline, and a sense of identity among members, often reinforced by



the yakuza the history of the notorious japanese Textbook Vol. 2025, Issue 4

traditional rituals and codes of conduct.
Clans and Affiliations
The Yakuza are organized into various families or clans, each with its own territory, leadership, and

specific criminal interests. The most prominent groups include:

- Yamaguchi-gumi: The largest and most influential, based in Kobe.

- Sumiyoshi-kai: The second-largest, with a significant presence in Tokyo.
- Inagawa-kai: Known for its activities in the Kanto region.

- Kobe-based groups: Often involved in territorial disputes and alliances.

While these organizations sometimes compete, they also form alliances, especially against law
enforcement or rival gangs.

Activities and Criminal Enterprises
Traditional Criminal Activities

Historically, the Yakuza have engaged in:

- Gambling: Pachinko parlors, illegal betting rings.

- Protection Rackets: Offering ?protection? to businesses and individuals.

- Extortion and Loan Sharking: Charging exorbitant interest rates and intimidating debtors.

- lllegal Drug Trafficking: Involvement in narcotics distribution, though less prominent than in other
countries.

Legitimate Business Infiltration

The Yakuza often infiltrate legitimate sectors, including:
- Construction: Providing ?muscle? for projects and bid rigging.
- Entertainment: Nightclubs, hostesses, and talent agencies.
- Real Estate: Money laundering and property manipulation.

- Finance and Banking: Operating front companies and laundering illicit proceeds.

Modern Criminal Enterprises
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The evolution of the Yakuza has seen increased involvement in:

- Cybercrime: Hacking, online scams, and malware distribution.

- Human Trafficking and Immigration Fraud: Exploiting foreign workers.

- Environmental Crimes: lllegal dumping and resource exploitation.

- International Operations: Extending influence into Asia, North America, and other regions.

Legal and Social Context in Japan
Legal Framework and Law Enforcement
Japan?s government has progressively intensified efforts to curb Yakuza influence through laws

such as:

- The Anti-Boryokudan Act (1992): Targeting organized crime groups.

- The Anti-Organized Crime Law (2011): Expanding enforcement powers.

- Financial Regulations: Closing bank accounts linked to Yakuza activities.

- Public Bans: Many businesses refuse to engage with known Yakuza-affiliated entities.

Despite these measures, the Yakuza?s integration into certain sectors and their use of front
organizations complicate eradication efforts.

Societal Perception and Cultural Elements
Interestingly, the Yakuza hold a paradoxical place within Japanese society:
- Cultural Ties: Traditional rituals, tattoos (irezumi), and codes of honor mirror samurai values.
- Social Tolerance: Some communities tolerate or even tacitly accept their presence, especially
when they maintain order or provide social services in marginalized areas.
- Media Representation: Films, manga, and television often romanticize or dramatize Yakuza

figures, shaping public perception.

However, there is a growing awareness and rejection of their influence, especially as criminal
activities threaten social stability.

Impact on Japanese Society and Economy

Economic Influence
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The Yakuza?s infiltration of legitimate businesses has significant economic implications:

- Market Distortion: Bid-rigging and monopolistic practices.

- Money Laundering: Obscuring the origins of illicit funds.

- Employment and Social Services: In some impoverished communities, they act as de facto
social providers, complicating law enforcement efforts.
Social Consequences
The presence of the Yakuza affects various facets of society:

- Public Safety: Violence and intimidation in neighborhoods.

- Corruption: Bribery and influence over politicians or officials.
- Cultural Impact: The romanticized image conflicts with the reality of violence and crime.

Challenges and Future of the Yakuza
Law Enforcement and Policy Challenges
Despite rigorous crackdowns, the Yakuza adapt quickly:
- Decentralization: Smaller cells reduce the risk of infiltration.
- Front Organizations: Operating under legitimate guise.
- International Expansion: Moving operations abroad to evade local laws.
Public Perception and Cultural Shifts
Changing societal attitudes, especially among younger generations, threaten the traditional appeal

of the Yakuza:

- Anti-Organized Crime Campaigns: Heightened awareness and legal measures.
- Economic Decline: Reduced prevalence of traditional activities.
- Media and Popular Culture: Critical portrayals diminishing romantic notions.

Potential Pathways Forward



the yakuza the history of the notorious japanese Textbook Vol. 2025, Issue 4

- Strengthening international cooperation.

- Promoting transparency and legitimate business practices.

- Engaging communities to reduce social acceptance of criminal influence.
- Implementing technological tools for tracking illicit activities.

Conclusion: A Paradoxical Institution in Modern Japan

The Yakuza?s enduring presence in Japan illustrates a complex intersection of tradition, crime,
social influence, and economic power. While law enforcement and societal attitudes have shifted
towards greater rejection of organized crime, the Yakuza?s resilience underscores their deep-rooted
integration into certain aspects of Japanese life. Whether they will adapt further or diminish in
influence remains an open question, but their story continues to serve as a mirror reflecting both
Japan?s cultural heritage and its ongoing struggles with crime and corruption. As Japan navigates
these challenges, understanding the multifaceted nature of the Yakuza remains essential for
policymakers, law enforcement, and society at large.

QuestionAnswer What is the Yakuza in Japan and how did it originate? The Yakuza is Japan's
organized crime syndicate with roots dating back to the Edo period. It originated from traditional
Japanese gamblers and merchants who formed groups for mutual protection and profit, evolving into
structured criminal organizations over centuries. What are the main criminal activities associated
with the Yakuza? The Yakuza engages in various illegal activities including drug trafficking,
extortion, illegal gambling, human trafficking, money laundering, and involvement in the Japanese
entertainment and real estate industries. How has the Japanese government responded to the
Yakuza's activities? The Japanese government has implemented strict laws like the Anti-Organized
Crime Law, increased law enforcement efforts, and targeted financial assets to weaken the
Yakuza's influence, aiming to reduce their criminal activities and societal impact. Are Yakuza
members still active in modern Japan? Yes, despite legal pressures and societal changes, Yakuza
groups remain active, though their numbers have decreased and their activities have become more
clandestine due to increased law enforcement crackdowns. What role does the Yakuza play in
Japanese society today? While officially criminal organizations, some Yakuza groups historically had
complex relationships with local communities and industries, sometimes providing protection or
engaging in philanthropic activities, though these relationships are increasingly scrutinized. How
does the Yakuza maintain its influence in Japan's criminal underworld? The Yakuza maintains
influence through hierarchical organization, loyalty networks, involvement in legitimate businesses,
and strategic alliances, as well as through intimidation and control over certain local areas and
industries. What are some recent trends in Yakuza activity and law enforcement efforts? Recent
trends include a decline in membership, increased use of technology for illicit activities, and
intensified government crackdowns, including asset seizures and criminal record restrictions, aiming
to dismantle their operations and reduce societal impact.
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