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Laser welding subroutine code for abaqus
Textbook

laser welding subroutine code for abaqus is an essential tool for engineers and researchers
working in the field of advanced manufacturing and simulation. Abaqus, a powerful finite element
analysis software, provides the flexibility to incorporate user-defined subroutines that enhance its
capabilities, particularly for complex processes like laser welding. Developing a robust and efficient
laser welding subroutine code for Abaqus can significantly improve the accuracy of thermal and
mechanical predictions, enabling users to simulate real-world welding scenarios with high fidelity. In
this comprehensive guide, we will explore the fundamentals of laser welding subroutines in Abaqus,
how to develop and optimize them, and best practices to ensure accurate and efficient simulations.

Understanding Laser Welding Simulation in Abaqus

What is Laser Welding?

Laser welding is a high-precision welding process that uses a concentrated laser beam to join
materials, typically metals and plastics. It offers advantages such as minimal heat-affected zones,
fast processing times, and the ability to weld complex geometries. Due to its complex thermal and
mechanical phenomena, simulating laser welding requires detailed modeling of heat transfer,
material melting, and solidification processes.

Why Use Abaqus for Laser Welding Simulation?

Abaqus stands out as a versatile finite element analysis tool capable of simulating coupled
thermal-mechanical processes, making it suitable for laser welding simulations. Its ability to
incorporate user-defined subroutines allows for customizing the welding process to include specific
heat source models, material behavior, and boundary conditions.

Key Components of a Laser Welding Subroutine in Abaqus

Developing a laser welding subroutine involves integrating multiple components to accurately model
the process. The main components include:

- Heat Source Modeling: Defining how the laser energy is delivered to the material, often as a
moving heat source.

- Material Behavior: Including phase changes, melting, and solidification effects.
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- Moving Heat Source Implementation: Simulating the laser beam progression along the weld
path.

- Thermal and Mechanical Coupling: Accounting for thermal expansion, residual stresses, and
deformation.

Developing a Laser Welding Subroutine for Abaqus

Creating a user-defined subroutine like VUSDFLD or USDFLD is essential for customizing the
thermal and mechanical modeling in Abaqus. Below are the key steps involved in developing and
implementing such a subroutine.

1. Choose the Appropriate Subroutine Type

- VUSDFLD: User-defined field variable subroutine, used to modify material properties or field
variables during analysis.

- USDFLD: User-defined state-dependent variable subroutine, suitable for defining variables that
depend on position, time, or other parameters.

- UEL (User-defined Element): For highly customized element behaviors, including complex heat
source models.

2. Define the Heat Source Model

A typical laser heat source can be modeled as a moving Gaussian distribution or a flat-top beam.
The subroutine must calculate the heat flux at each point based on the laser's position, power, and
beam profile.

Key points to consider:

- Laser power and intensity distribution
- Beam movement speed
- Focus point and divergence
- Absorption coefficient of the material

3. Implement the Moving Heat Source in the Subroutine

The moving heat source is often implemented by updating the position of the heat flux over time,
simulating the laser's progression along the weld path.

Sample pseudocode snippet:
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```fortran

! Calculate current position of laser beam

x_laser = initial_position + speed current_time

y_laser = fixed_or_variable_position

! Compute heat flux based on Gaussian profile

flux = max_power exp(-((x - x_laser)^2 + (y - y_laser)^2) / (2 sigma^2))

```

4. Incorporate Material Phase Changes and Melting

To enhance simulation fidelity, incorporate phase change models, including melting and
solidification. This can be achieved by linking the heat input with material properties that change with
temperature.

Strategies include:

- Defining latent heat effects
- Adjusting material stiffness and thermal conductivity during phase change
- Using temperature-dependent properties

5. Implement Thermal-Mechanical Coupling

Since welding induces residual stresses and distortions, coupling thermal and mechanical analyses
is crucial. Abaqus supports this through coupled temperature-displacement analyses.

Tips:

- Use appropriate boundary conditions to simulate heat loss (convection, conduction, radiation)
- Model stress buildup and relaxation during cooling

Optimizing Laser Welding Subroutine Performance

Optimization ensures that the simulation runs efficiently without compromising accuracy. Here are
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best practices:

- Mesh Density: Use finer meshes in the weld zone to capture steep temperature gradients.
- Time Increment: Adjust time steps to balance accuracy and computational cost, especially

during rapid heating and cooling phases.
- Subroutine Efficiency: Avoid unnecessary computations within the subroutine; precompute

constants where possible.
- Parallel Processing: Utilize Abaqus? parallel capabilities to speed up simulations.
- Validation: Compare simulation results with experimental data to calibrate the heat source

parameters and material properties.

Implementing the Subroutine in Abaqus

Compilation and Linking

- Write your subroutine code in Fortran, adhering to Abaqus? API specifications.
- Compile the subroutine using Abaqus? provided compiler tools.
- Link the compiled object file during the job submission.

Input File Modifications

- Specify the user subroutine in the Abaqus input file using the USER SUBROUTINE keyword.
- Define geometry, material properties, boundary conditions, and load steps accordingly.

Running the Simulation

- Submit the job via Abaqus command line or CAE interface.
- Monitor the output for convergence issues or errors related to the subroutine.
- Analyze results, focusing on temperature distribution, residual stresses, and deformation.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

- Incorrect Heat Source Profile: Ensure the laser's power distribution and movement are
accurately modeled.

- Convergence Issues: Fine-tune mesh size, time steps, or modify solver settings.
- Numerical Instabilities: Check for abrupt changes in material properties or boundary conditions.

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 4 of 27



Laser welding subroutine code for abaqus Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 4

- Subroutine Compilation Errors: Verify Fortran syntax and API compliance.

Best Practices for Laser Welding Subroutine Development in Abaqus

- Start with Simplified Models: Begin with basic heat source models before adding complexities.
- Incremental Testing: Validate each component (heat source, phase change, coupling)

separately.
- Use Modular Code: Write clean, well-documented subroutine code for easier debugging and

updates.
- Leverage Community Resources: Explore Abaqus user forums and example codes for

guidance.
- Continuous Validation: Always compare simulation outputs with experimental data to ensure

accuracy.

Conclusion

Developing a laser welding subroutine code for Abaqus is a sophisticated process that combines
knowledge of welding physics, finite element modeling, and programming. When properly
implemented, such subroutines can provide invaluable insights into the thermal and mechanical
phenomena associated with laser welding processes, enabling engineers to optimize weld quality,
reduce defects, and innovate in manufacturing technologies. By understanding core concepts,
following best practices, and continuously validating your models, you can harness Abaqus? full
potential for laser welding simulation and achieve highly accurate, reliable results.
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Introduction

In the realm of advanced manufacturing and materials engineering, laser welding has emerged as a
critical process enabling precise, high-quality joins in a variety of materials?from metals to
composites. To accurately simulate and predict the behavior of laser welding processes, engineers
often turn to finite element software like Abaqus, which offers robust capabilities for modeling
complex thermal, mechanical, and metallurgical phenomena.

However, the inherent complexity of laser welding, involving rapid heating, localized melting, and
phase transformations, requires more than just standard simulation tools. This is where user-defined
subroutines?notably VUSDFLD (User-Defined Field Variable Subroutine)?come into play, allowing
customization of the simulation to incorporate laser energy input, moving heat sources, and dynamic
material properties.

This article provides an in-depth overview of laser welding subroutine code for Abaqus, exploring its
purpose, structure, development, and practical implementation. Whether you're a seasoned
researcher or a newcomer to Abaqus scripting, this guide aims to equip you with the knowledge
needed to develop, customize, and deploy effective subroutines for laser welding simulations.

Understanding the Role of Subroutines in Abaqus

What Are Abaqus Subroutines?

Abaqus subroutines are user-defined routines written in Fortran that extend the capabilities of the
core software. They enable users to incorporate custom material models, boundary conditions, initial
conditions, or source terms that are not available through standard options.

Popular subroutines include:

- UMAT / VUMAT: For user-defined material behavior.
- UVARM / VVARM: For evolving internal variables.
- VUSDFLD: For defining field variables that can influence element properties during the analysis.
- DLOAD: For applying user-defined distributed loads, such as heat sources.

In the context of laser welding, the most relevant are VUSDFLD and DLOAD, which allow the
modeling of the spatially and temporally varying heat input characteristic of laser processes.

Why Use Subroutines for Laser Welding?

Laser welding involves:
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- Moving heat sources: The laser beam moves along a predefined path, delivering energy that
causes localized melting.

- Complex heat transfer: Including conduction, convection, and radiation.
- Phase transformations: Melting and solidification, which affect material properties.
- Material property variation: Temperature-dependent behavior.

Standard Abaqus features may not fully capture these dynamics, especially the moving heat source
and the localized energy deposition. Subroutines enable:

- Precise control over heat source location and intensity.
- Dynamic updating of material properties based on temperature or phase.
- Simulation of process parameters like laser power, scan speed, and beam profile.

Core Components of a Laser Welding Subroutine

- The Moving Heat Source Model

The key to simulating laser welding is accurately modeling the heat input. Typically, this involves
defining a moving Gaussian heat source, which models the laser beam's intensity distribution and
motion.

Common approaches include:

- Goldak's double-ellipsoidal heat source: Offers a realistic energy distribution.
- Gaussian beam approximation: For laser profiles with a Gaussian intensity distribution.

The subroutine must dynamically update the heat source's position based on the scan speed and
time, ensuring the energy follows the desired path.

- User-Defined Heat Input via DLOAD or VUSDFLD

- DLOAD: Used to specify distributed loads, such as heat flux, directly onto elements.
- VUSDFLD: Allows for defining field variables that can modify material or element properties

during the analysis, including heat generation.

For laser welding, a typical approach involves writing a DLOAD subroutine to specify the heat flux
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and a VUSDFLD subroutine to update field variables like temperature or phase fractions.

- Material Property Variations

Laser welding involves rapid temperature changes, leading to phase transformations. Subroutines
can be used to:

- Adjust thermal conductivity, specific heat, and density as functions of temperature.
- Incorporate phase transformation effects, such as latent heat release or absorption.

This ensures simulation fidelity, capturing the metallurgical phenomena accurately.

Developing a Laser Welding Subroutine in Abaqus

Step 1: Define the Objective and Inputs

Before coding, clarify:

- The laser path and scan parameters (speed, power, beam size).
- Material properties and their temperature dependence.
- Boundary conditions and initial conditions.
- Desired outputs (temperature fields, melt pool shape, residual stresses).

Step 2: Choose the Appropriate Subroutine

For energy input modeling:

- Use DLOAD or user-defined heat flux subroutine (e.g., UFIELD).
- For updating element properties or state variables, use VUSDFLD.

In most cases, combining DLOAD and VUSDFLD offers a flexible approach.

Step 3: Write the Subroutine Code

Below are key points for coding the subroutine:

a) Moving Heat Source Calculation
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Calculate the position of the laser at each time step:

```fortran

x_laser = x_start + v_scan time

y_laser = y_center

```

Where:

- `x_start`: initial position
- `v_scan`: scan velocity
- `y_center`: fixed lateral position

b) Gaussian Heat Source Intensity

Compute the heat flux based on the beam profile:

```fortran

q = (2P) / (pi r_beam2) exp(-2 ((x - x_laser)2 + (y - y_laser)2) / r_beam2)

```

Where:

- `P`: laser power
- `r_beam`: beam radius

c) Applying the Heat Flux

In DLOAD, assign `q` to elements near the laser position, possibly with a cutoff distance to optimize
calculations.

d) Updating Field Variables

In VUSDFLD, update temperature-dependent properties or phase fractions based on the current
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temperature field.

Step 4: Incorporate Material and Process Parameters

Ensure the subroutine reads in or defines:

- Material properties for different temperature regimes.
- Process parameters like laser power, scan speed, and beam radius.

Sample Code Snippet for a Laser Heat Source Subroutine (VUSDFLD)

```fortran

SUBROUTINE VUSDFLD(FIELD, STATEV, PNEWDT, TIME, DTIME, CMNAME,

NDI, NSTATV, NPROPS, NFIELD, PREDEF, NPREDEF,

STRAN, KSTEP, KINC)

INCLUDE 'ABA_PARAM.INC'

CHARACTER80, INTENT(IN) :: CMNAME

INTEGER, INTENT(IN) :: NDI, NSTATV, NPROPS, NFIELD, NPREDEF, KSTEP, KINC

DOUBLE PRECISION, INTENT(INOUT) :: FIELD(NFIELD), STATEV(NSTATV)

DOUBLE PRECISION, INTENT(IN) :: PNEWDT, TIME(2), PREDEF(NPREDEF), STRAN(6)

DOUBLE PRECISION :: x, y, x_laser, y_laser

DOUBLE PRECISION :: temperature

DOUBLE PRECISION :: P, r_beam, v_scan

DOUBLE PRECISION :: q_flux

INTEGER :: i, elem, num_elements

! Define process parameters
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P = 200.0 ! Laser power in Watts

r_beam = 0.001 ! Beam radius in meters

v_scan = 0.01 ! Scan speed in m/s

x_start = 0.0

y_center = 0.0

! Current time

t = TIME(1)

! Compute laser position

x_laser = x_start + v_scan t

y_laser = y_center

DO i = 1, NDI

! For each element, compute centroid position

x = FIELD(1) ! Assuming FIELD(1) contains x-coordinate

y = FIELD(2) ! Assuming FIELD(2) contains y-coordinate

! Calculate distance from laser

dist = SQRT((x - x_laser)2 + (y - y_laser)2)

! Apply heat flux within a certain radius

IF (dist .LE. 3.0 r_beam) THEN

q_flux = (2.0 P) / (PI r_beam2) EXP(-2.0 (dist2) / r_beam2)

ELSE

q_flux = 0.0
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END IF

! Assign to FIELD for heat flux

FIELD(i) = q_flux

END DO

RETURN

END SUBROUTINE VUSDFLD

```

Note: The above is a simplified illustration. Actual implementation must account for element types,
degrees of freedom, and integration with Abaqus input files.

Practical Tips and Best Practices

- Validation: Always validate the heat source model against experimental data or benchmark
problems.

- Efficiency: Limit calculations to elements within the heat-affected zone to reduce computational
load.

- Temperature-Dependent Properties: Incorporate functions or look-up tables for properties like
thermal conductivity, specific heat, and density to improve accuracy.

- Phase Transformations: For metallurgical accuracy
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key considerations for implementing a laser welding subroutine in
Abaqus using VUSDFLD? When implementing a laser welding subroutine with VUSDFLD in
Abaqus, key considerations include accurately modeling the heat source distribution, defining the
temporal evolution of laser power, ensuring proper thermal and mechanical coupling, and validating
the subroutine with experimental data to capture the weld pool dynamics and residual stresses
effectively. How can I simulate the moving laser heat source in Abaqus using a user-defined
subroutine? You can simulate a moving laser heat source by coding the subroutine to update the
heat flux location based on the simulation time or displacement. Typically, this involves defining a
position function within the subroutine that moves the heat source along a specified path, ensuring
the heat input corresponds to the laser's movement during welding. What are common challenges
faced when coding laser welding routines in Abaqus, and how can they be addressed? Common
challenges include accurately representing the transient and localized heat input, ensuring
numerical stability, and capturing the complex thermal-mechanical interactions. These can be
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addressed by refining mesh density near the heat source, implementing proper time stepping,
validating the heat source model, and optimizing subroutine code for computational efficiency. Are
there example codes or templates available for laser welding subroutines in Abaqus? Yes, there are
example codes and templates shared within the Abaqus community forums, technical papers, and
user manuals. These examples often demonstrate moving heat sources, temperature-dependent
properties, and coupling effects. Reviewing these resources can provide a solid starting point for
developing your own laser welding subroutine. How do I validate a laser welding subroutine code in
Abaqus to ensure accurate simulation results? Validation involves comparing simulation outputs
such as temperature profiles, weld pool geometry, residual stresses, and distortions with
experimental measurements. Conducting benchmark tests with known parameters, performing
mesh sensitivity analyses, and calibrating the heat source model against experimental data are
essential steps to ensure accuracy. 

 
Related keywords: laser welding, abaqus, subroutine, user material, umat, fortran, thermal
analysis, cohesive zone modeling, heat transfer, FEA modeling

Dflux abaqus subroutine example

Understanding the dflux Abaqus Subroutine Example: A
Comprehensive Guide

In the realm of finite element analysis (FEA), Abaqus stands out as a powerful and versatile
software suite used by engineers and researchers worldwide. One of its key strengths lies in its
ability to incorporate user-defined subroutines, allowing customization and extension of the standard
analysis capabilities. Among these, the dflux subroutine plays an essential role when you need to
define or modify the flux or heat transfer characteristics within your simulation models.

This article provides an in-depth exploration of the dflux Abaqus subroutine example, focusing on its
purpose, implementation, and practical applications. Whether you are a beginner aiming to
understand the basics or an experienced user seeking advanced tips, this guide will equip you with
the knowledge necessary to leverage the dflux subroutine effectively in your projects.

What is the dflux Abaqus Subroutine?

Definition and Purpose

The dflux subroutine in Abaqus is a user-defined subroutine written in Fortran that allows users to
specify the flux or heat flow at the boundaries or within the domain of a model. Essentially, it
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enables the customization of heat transfer boundary conditions, such as heat flux, convection, or
radiation effects, beyond the predefined options available in Abaqus.

This subroutine is particularly useful in scenarios where:

- Standard boundary conditions do not accurately capture the physical phenomena.
- The heat flux depends on complex, user-defined functions or variables.
- There is a need to model phenomena like localized heating, heat generation, or anisotropic heat

transfer.

When to Use dflux in FEA Modeling

The dflux subroutine is suitable in various applications, including:

- Thermal analysis involving complex boundary heat fluxes.
- Coupled thermo-mechanical simulations requiring precise heat transfer modeling.
- Modeling localized heating sources such as lasers or electrical contacts.
- Simulating radiation effects with custom heat flux expressions.

Basic Structure of the dflux Abaqus Subroutine

Key Inputs and Outputs

The subroutine interacts with Abaqus during the analysis process, receiving input parameters and
providing output that influences the heat transfer calculations. The main variables include:

- X: Spatial coordinates of the point where the flux is evaluated.
- Jd: Jacobian determinant of the transformation, relevant for surface integrations.
- Time: Current simulation time.
- Temperatures: Temperature values at the point of interest.
- Flux: The heat flux value to be assigned or modified.
- Parameters: User-defined parameters for controlling the flux behavior.

The typical structure of a dflux subroutine involves:

- Reading input variables.
- Computing the desired heat flux based on user-defined functions or conditions.
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- Assigning the computed flux to the output variable `Flux`.

Example of a Basic dflux Subroutine Skeleton

```fortran

subroutine dflux(X, Jd, T, TNew, TOld, Step, Frame, )

Flux, Param, nParam, ...)

implicit none

! Input variables

real, intent(in) :: X(3)

real, intent(in) :: Jd

real, intent(in) :: T

real, intent(in) :: TNew

real, intent(in) :: TOld

integer, intent(in) :: Step

real, intent(in) :: Frame

! Output variable

real, intent(out) :: Flux

! Additional parameters

integer, intent(in) :: nParam

real, intent(in) :: Param(nParam)

! Local variables

real :: heatFlux
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! Example: constant heat flux

heatFlux = 100.0 ! W/m^2

! Assign to output

Flux = heatFlux

end subroutine dflux

```

This skeleton provides a foundation for customizing your heat flux calculations according to your
specific model requirements.

Developing a dflux Abaqus Subroutine Example

Step-by-Step Implementation Guide

Creating a functional dflux subroutine involves several steps:

- Understanding Your Physical Model

Determine the physical boundary conditions and the nature of heat transfer processes you want to
simulate. Decide whether the flux is constant, variable, or dependent on parameters like
temperature, position, or time.

- Setting Up the Subroutine Environment

Prepare your Fortran development environment, ensuring you have access to the Abaqus user
subroutine templates and the necessary compiler setup.

- Writing the Code

Use the skeleton as a starting point. Incorporate your specific heat flux calculations, which may
involve mathematical expressions, lookup tables, or external data.
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- Parameterizing Your Subroutine

Define input parameters to control the flux behavior dynamically. For example,
temperature-dependent flux can be modeled as:

```fortran

Flux = Param(1) T + Param(2)

```

- Compiling and Linking

Compile your subroutine using a compatible Fortran compiler and link it with Abaqus during the
analysis run.

- Testing and Validation

Run simple test cases to verify the correctness of your subroutine. Compare results with analytical
solutions or experimental data.

Example: Temperature-Dependent Heat Flux

Suppose you want to model a boundary heat flux that increases linearly with temperature:

```fortran

subroutine dflux(X, Jd, T, TNew, TOld, Step, Frame, )

Flux, Param, nParam, ...)

implicit none

real, intent(in) :: X(3)

real, intent(in) :: Jd, T, TNew, TOld

integer, intent(in) :: Step
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real, intent(in) :: Frame

real, intent(out) :: Flux

integer, intent(in) :: nParam

real, intent(in) :: Param(nParam)

! Parameters: [slope, intercept]

real :: slope, intercept

slope = Param(1)

intercept = Param(2)

! Compute flux based on temperature

Flux = slope T + intercept

end subroutine dflux

```

In this case, `Param(1)` and `Param(2)` control how the flux varies with temperature, making your
model adaptable to different conditions.

Practical Tips for Using dflux Abaqus Subroutine Effectively

Optimization and Efficiency

- Keep your calculations simple and avoid unnecessary complexity within the subroutine.
- Use parameters to control the behavior dynamically, reducing the need for multiple subroutines.
- Test with simplified models before deploying in large, complex simulations.

Debugging and Validation

- Use print statements or debugging tools to verify input variables and computed flux values.
- Validate your subroutine against analytical solutions or experimental data.
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- Keep a detailed log of parameter variations and resulting outputs.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

- Forgetting to set the flux value, leading to uninitialized outputs.
- Mismatched parameter definitions between the subroutine and the input file.
- Not updating the subroutine when changing model parameters or physical assumptions.

Integrating the dflux Subroutine in Abaqus Analysis

Steps to Use dflux in Your Abaqus Model

- Write and Compile the Fortran subroutine code.
- Configure the Abaqus Input File by specifying the user subroutine:

```plaintext

HEAT FLUX, USER = dflux

```

- Define Parameters in the input file if your subroutine uses them:

```plaintext

USER SUBROUTINE, PARAMETERS=2

slope, intercept

```

- Run Abaqus with the appropriate command to link the compiled subroutine:

```bash

abaqus job=your_job user=dflux.for
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```

- Post-process Results to verify heat flux distribution and ensure physical consistency.

Real-World Applications of dflux Abaqus Subroutine

- Electronics Cooling: Modeling localized heat generation and flux in microelectronic components.
- Material Processing: Simulating laser heating or welding processes with complex boundary heat

fluxes.
- Aerospace Engineering: Analyzing thermal protection systems subjected to radiation or

convective heat transfer.
- Automotive Engineering: Thermal management of engine components with dynamic heat flux

conditions.

Conclusion

The dflux Abaqus subroutine example is a powerful tool for engineers and analysts seeking to
customize heat transfer boundary conditions in their finite element models. By understanding its
structure, development process, and practical application, users can enhance the accuracy and
realism of their thermal simulations.

Mastering the creation and implementation of this subroutine enables you to simulate complex heat
flux scenarios, respond dynamically to changing conditions, and achieve results that closely mirror
real-world phenomena. With careful development, testing, and integration, the dflux subroutine
becomes an indispensable component of advanced Abaqus thermal analysis workflows.

Additional Resources

- Abaqus User Subroutines Documentation
- Fortran Programming Guides for Abaqus
- Online Forums and Community Support for Abaqus Users
- Tutorials on Thermal Analysis in Abaqus

Empower your thermal simulations with custom subroutines like dflux and unlock new levels of
modeling precision.
 
dflux abaqus subroutine example: A Comprehensive Guide to Implementing Custom Flux
Calculations in Abaqus
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When working with complex simulations in Abaqus, sometimes the built-in capabilities for defining
boundary conditions, material behaviors, or loadings don't fully meet your specific needs. In such
cases, user subroutines become invaluable. One such subroutine, dflux, allows users to specify
custom flux calculations?particularly useful in thermal analyses or coupled field problems. In this
guide, we'll explore the dflux abaqus subroutine example, breaking down its purpose, structure,
implementation steps, and practical considerations to help you harness its full potential.

What is the dflux Subroutine?

In Abaqus, user subroutines are Fortran routines that extend the solver's capabilities. The dflux
subroutine is specifically designed to define user-defined heat flux boundary conditions or internal
heat flux variations during a thermal analysis. This allows for highly customized thermal boundary
conditions that can depend on spatial coordinates, time, or other simulation parameters.

Key points about dflux:

- Used primarily in thermal analyses.
- Enables specification of flux as a function of position, time, or other variables.
- Can be combined with other user subroutines for complex multi-physics simulations.

Why Use a dflux Subroutine?

While Abaqus provides standard boundary condition options for heat flux, there are scenarios where
these are insufficient:

- Spatially varying flux: When flux depends on position, such as a heat flux decreasing with
distance from a source.

- Time-dependent flux: When flux varies with time, e.g., pulsating heat sources.
- Complex functional forms: When flux follows a custom mathematical relation that cannot be

easily defined via the GUI.
- Coupled physics: When flux depends on other physics variables or external data.

Implementing a dflux subroutine offers:

- Precise control over boundary flux conditions.
- Flexibility to incorporate complex, user-defined functions.
- Improved accuracy for specialized analyses.

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 21 of 27



Laser welding subroutine code for abaqus Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 4

Overview of the dflux Subroutine Structure

The dflux subroutine follows a specific Fortran template that Abaqus calls during the analysis. It
generally has the following signature:

```fortran

subroutine dflux(flux, s, coords, time, step, region, nregion,

amplitude, u, du, dtime, temp, dtemp,

dflux, jflux, kflux, nflux,

status)

```

Where:

- flux: Output array where you define the flux values.
- s: State variables.
- coords: Spatial coordinates at the current point.
- time, step: Time and step information.
- region, nregion: Region number and total regions.
- amplitude: Amplitude definition.
- u, du: Displacements and their derivatives (if applicable).
- dtime: Time derivative.
- temp, dtemp: Temperature and its derivative.
- dflux: Input/output array for flux.
- jflux, kflux, nflux: Flux-related parameters.
- status: Status code indicating the phase of analysis.

Note: The exact signature may vary depending on Abaqus version; always consult the
documentation.

Step-by-Step Example of a dflux Subroutine

Let's walk through an example to define a time-dependent, spatially varying heat flux that simulates
a heat source decreasing along the x-axis and diminishing over time.
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- Define the Purpose

Suppose you want to apply a heat flux that:

- Varies linearly along the x-axis: maximum at x=0, zero at x=L.
- Decays exponentially with time: \( q(t) = q_0 \times e^{-\alpha t} \).

- Set Up the Fortran Subroutine

```fortran

subroutine dflux(flux, s, coords, time, step, region, nregion,

amplitude, u, du, dtime, temp, dtemp,

dflux, jflux, kflux, nflux, status)

! Initialize variables

implicit none

! Input parameters

real, intent(inout) :: flux(:)

real, intent(in) :: s(:)

real, intent(in) :: coords(3)

real, intent(in) :: time

type StepType, intent(in) :: step

integer, intent(in) :: region, nregion

real, intent(in) :: amplitude

real, intent(in) :: u(:), du(:)
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real, intent(in) :: dtime

real, intent(in) :: temp, dtemp

! Flux parameters

real, parameter :: q0 = 100.0 ! Maximum flux at x=0

real, parameter :: L = 10.0 ! Length of the domain in x

real, parameter :: alpha = 0.1 ! Decay rate over time

integer :: i

! Calculate the spatial component along x

real :: x

x = coords(1)

! Calculate the time-dependent flux magnitude

real :: q_time

q_time = q0 exp(-alpha time)

! Define the flux as a function of position and time

! For example, flux decreases linearly along x

real :: q_x

q_x = q_time (1.0 - x / L)

! Assign the flux to all relevant components

! For thermal flux, usually only one component is relevant

flux(1) = q_x

return
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end

```

- Compile and Link

- Save the subroutine as dflux.f.
- Compile using a Fortran compiler compatible with Abaqus.
- Link the compiled subroutine during the Abaqus job submission:

```

abaqus job=your_job user=dflux.f

```

- Apply Boundary Condition in Abaqus

- In the Abaqus CAE interface, define a heat flux boundary condition.
- Select the region where the flux varies.
- Choose ?User-defined? flux and specify the subroutine name (if prompted).

Practical Tips for Implementing dflux

- Testing: Always test your subroutine with simple cases to verify correctness.
- Debugging: Use debugging tools or write to a file to trace flux values.
- Parameterization: Use parameters for flux magnitude, decay rates, domain length, etc., for

flexibility.
- Documentation: Comment your code thoroughly for future reference.
- Integration with other subroutines: Combine with other user subroutines like usdfld or umat for

multi-physics.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

| Challenge | Solution |
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| --- | --- |

| Incorrect flux application | Verify coordinate system and region selections. Use print statements to
check flux values during run. |

| Compilation errors | Ensure Fortran compiler compatibility and correct Abaqus environment setup. |

| Unexpected results | Simplify the subroutine to a constant flux to isolate issues. Gradually add
complexity. |

| Performance issues | Optimize code, avoid unnecessary calculations inside the subroutine, and
minimize I/O operations. |

Extending the Example: Advanced Flux Definitions

Once comfortable with the basic implementation, you can extend the dflux subroutine to include:

- Temperature-dependent flux: Adjust flux based on current temperature.
- Data-driven flux: Read external data files for complex flux profiles.
- Coupled physics: Incorporate results from other physics (e.g., electrical current, chemical

reactions).

Final Thoughts

The dflux abaqus subroutine example provides a powerful way to customize heat flux boundary
conditions for advanced thermal simulations. By understanding its structure and applying thoughtful
programming, you can simulate real-world phenomena with high fidelity. Remember to start simple,
validate thoroughly, and gradually incorporate complexity to ensure your simulations are both
accurate and reliable.

Harnessing user subroutines like dflux opens up a new dimension of control in Abaqus, enabling
you to push the boundaries of simulation capabilities and deliver insights tailored precisely to your
engineering challenges.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of the dflux subroutine in Abaqus? The dflux subroutine in
Abaqus is used to define user-specified heat flux or loadings as a function of position, time, or state
variables, allowing for customized thermal boundary conditions or heat transfer modeling. How do I
implement a dflux subroutine in Abaqus for thermal analysis? To implement a dflux subroutine, you
need to write a Fortran subroutine that calculates the heat flux based on your specific criteria and
then link it within the Abaqus input file using the USER SUBROUTINE, specifying 'DFLUX'. Can you
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provide a simple example of a dflux subroutine in Abaqus? Yes, a basic example involves writing a
Fortran subroutine that assigns a constant or position-dependent heat flux value, such as:
'subroutine dflux(...) ... flux = 100.0 ... end subroutine', which can be customized based on your
model's needs. What are common mistakes to avoid when creating a dflux subroutine in Abaqus?
Common mistakes include not matching the subroutine interface correctly, forgetting to compile and
link the subroutine properly, and not updating or passing all necessary variables like position and
time. Ensuring correct variable declarations and consistent naming is also crucial. Where can I find
detailed documentation and examples for dflux subroutines in Abaqus? Detailed documentation and
example codes for dflux subroutines can be found in the official Abaqus User Subroutines Guide
and Example Manual, available on Dassault Systèmes' website or through the Abaqus installation
directory's documentation folder. How do I troubleshoot errors related to my dflux subroutine in
Abaqus? Troubleshoot by checking the Fortran compilation logs for errors, verifying that all variables
are correctly defined and passed, ensuring the subroutine is correctly linked in your input file, and
testing with simple known flux values to isolate issues. 
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