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document id 1870219 2004 cadillac cts is a key reference for enthusiasts, owners, and potential
buyers seeking comprehensive insights into this classic luxury sedan. Released in 2004, the
Cadillac CTS marked a significant milestone for Cadillac, signaling a shift toward sportier styling and
more dynamic driving experiences. As a vehicle that blends American luxury with European-inspired
handling, the 2004 Cadillac CTS has garnered a dedicated following. Whether you're considering
purchasing this vehicle, maintaining one, or simply exploring its features, understanding its
specifications, common issues, and maintenance tips is essential. This article provides a detailed
overview optimized for search engines, ensuring that you find all the vital information about the 2004
Cadillac CTS.

Overview of the 2004 Cadillac CTS

The 2004 Cadillac CTS was introduced as a revolutionary model for Cadillac, aimed at competing
with European luxury sedans like BMW and Audi. It was built on the GM Sigma platform, which
offered improved handling and ride quality. The vehicle's debut was met with positive reviews,
praising its sporty design, strong performance, and luxurious interior.

Design and Exterior Features

The 2004 Cadillac CTS features a distinct design characterized by sharp lines, a prominent grille,
and a sleek profile. Notable exterior features include:

- Aggressive front fascia with integrated fog lamps
- Sculpted body lines for aerodynamic efficiency
- 16-inch or optional 17-inch alloy wheels
- Dual exhaust outlets emphasizing sporty appeal
- Available xenon HID headlights

The exterior design was a departure from traditional Cadillac styling, signaling a move towards a
more modern and dynamic aesthetic.

Interior and Comfort

Inside, the 2004 CTS offers a driver-focused cockpit with high-quality materials. Key interior features
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include:

- Leather upholstery options
- Power-adjustable front seats with lumbar support
- Dual-zone automatic climate control
- Premium audio system with CD changer compatibility
- Leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob
- Ample cargo space for a sedan of its class

The cabin combines luxury with sportiness, providing a comfortable and engaging driving
environment.

Engine Options and Performance

The 2004 Cadillac CTS was equipped with a single engine option, emphasizing performance and
smoothness.

2004 Cadillac CTS Engine Specifications

- Engine Type: 3.2-liter V6 (LY7)
- Power Output: Approximately 220 horsepower
- Torque: 225 lb-ft
- Transmission: 5-speed automatic transmission
- Drive Type: Rear-wheel drive (RWD)

This engine was praised for its balance of power and refinement, delivering a responsive driving
experience suitable for daily commuting and spirited driving.

Performance Highlights

- Accelerates from 0-60 mph in approximately 6.5 seconds
- Smooth shifting with the 5-speed automatic
- Precise steering feedback
- Agile handling thanks to the Sigma platform
- Available with optional sport suspension packages for enhanced performance

Common Issues and Troubleshooting
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While the 2004 Cadillac CTS is renowned for its luxury and performance, owners have reported
certain common issues over the years. Being aware of these can help in maintenance and
troubleshooting.

Electrical System Problems

- Battery drain issues
- Malfunctioning sensors and warning lights
- Faulty power window regulators

Troubleshooting Tips:

- Regularly inspect and replace aging batteries
- Use diagnostic tools to identify sensor malfunctions
- Ensure proper wiring connections during repairs

Cooling System Concerns

- Radiator leaks
- Thermostat failures leading to overheating
- Water pump issues

Solutions:

- Regular coolant flushes
- Replace worn thermostats and water pumps promptly
- Monitor engine temperature gauges

Suspension and Steering

- Worn control arm bushings
- Power steering pump failures
- Alignment issues causing uneven tire wear

Recommendations:
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- Routine suspension inspections
- Use quality replacement parts
- Get alignment checked periodically

Transmission Troubles

- Hard shifting or slipping
- Transmission fluid leaks
- Delayed engagement

Advice:

- Regular transmission fluid changes
- Use manufacturer-recommended fluids
- Address leaks early to prevent further damage

Maintenance Tips for Longevity

Proper maintenance is crucial to keep a 2004 Cadillac CTS running smoothly and to preserve its
value.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

- Oil and Filter Changes: Every 3,000 to 5,000 miles using synthetic oil
- Brake System Inspection: Check pads, rotors, and fluid regularly
- Tire Rotation and Alignment: Every 5,000 to 7,000 miles
- Coolant Flush: Every 30,000 miles or as recommended
- Transmission Service: Every 30,000 to 50,000 miles

 recalls and Service Bulletins

Owners should stay updated on any recalls or service bulletins related to the 2004 Cadillac CTS.
Common recalls for this model include issues with the ignition switch and suspension components.
Regularly consulting with authorized service centers ensures safety and reliability.

Performance Upgrades and Customization

For enthusiasts looking to enhance their 2004 Cadillac CTS, several upgrades are available:
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- Suspension Upgrades: Installing sport suspension kits for better handling
- Exhaust System: Replacing stock exhaust with performance variants for improved sound and

power
- ECU Tuning: Custom tuning to optimize engine performance
- Wheels and Tires: Upgrading to lightweight alloys and high-performance tires
- Interior Accessories: Custom floor mats, upgraded audio systems, and cosmetic enhancements

These modifications can significantly improve the driving experience and vehicle aesthetics.

Buying a Used 2004 Cadillac CTS

If you're considering purchasing a used 2004 Cadillac CTS, keep the following tips in mind:

- Vehicle History Report: Always review for accidents, title issues, or previous repairs.
- Mechanical Inspection: Have a trusted mechanic inspect the vehicle for rust, engine health, and

suspension condition.
- Test Drive: Check acceleration, braking, steering responsiveness, and listen for unusual noises.
- Verify Maintenance Records: Ensure regular servicing has been performed.
- Negotiation: Use known issues and market value data to negotiate a fair price.

Average market prices for a well-maintained 2004 Cadillac CTS typically range between $3,000 and
$6,000, depending on condition and mileage.

Conclusion

The document id 1870219 2004 cadillac cts remains an iconic model that blends luxury,
sportiness, and American engineering. Its unique design, solid performance, and comfortable
interior make it a compelling choice for those seeking a used luxury sedan. However, like any aging
vehicle, it requires attentive maintenance and awareness of common issues to ensure longevity and
optimal performance. Whether you're an owner looking to maintain your Cadillac CTS or a
prospective buyer considering this model, understanding its specifications, potential problems, and
upgrade options is invaluable. Proper care and regular servicing will help you enjoy the refined
driving experience that the 2004 Cadillac CTS is known for, making it a worthwhile investment in
your automotive journey.
 
2004 Cadillac CTS Document ID 1870219 Review: An In-Depth Analysis

The 2004 Cadillac CTS stands as a pivotal model in Cadillac?s lineup, marking a shift toward more
dynamic, sporty sedans that balanced luxury and performance. As part of the early 2000s
resurgence of American luxury vehicles, the CTS aimed to compete with European rivals by offering
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a compelling blend of style, engineering, and comfort. In this comprehensive review, we will explore
every facet of the 2004 Cadillac CTS, from its design and performance to features, reliability, and
ownership experience.

Introduction to the 2004 Cadillac CTS

The 2004 Cadillac CTS was introduced as a fresh, modern alternative to traditional luxury sedans,
emphasizing sporty handling, contemporary styling, and technological advancements. It was
Cadillac?s first entry into the competitive mid-size luxury segment in over two decades, marking a
significant strategic move for General Motors.

- Production Period: 2003-2007 (model year 2004)
- Platform: GM Sigma platform, shared with the Chevrolet Omega
- Body Style: 4-door sedan
- Engine Options: 3.2L V6 (L61), later expanded to 3.6L V6 (LZ4) in subsequent years

Exterior and Interior Design

Exterior Styling

The 2004 CTS was notable for its bold, contemporary design language, setting it apart from other
American luxury sedans of its time.

- Design Language: Sharp lines, aggressive stance, and a muscular profile.
- Dimensions:
- Length: approximately 187 inches
- Width: around 72 inches
- Height: roughly 56 inches
- Wheelbase: 107.7 inches
- Front Fascia:
- Large, prominent grille with Cadillac crest
- Dual projector headlamps with integral turn signals
- Sculpted hood with power bulge
- Side Profile:
- Distinctive character lines running from front to rear
- 16-inch or optional 17-inch alloy wheels
- Body-colored side mirrors and door handles
- Rear End:
- Integrated trunk spoiler (on some trims)
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- Vertical taillights with LED elements
- Dual exhaust outlets

The design aimed to project a sporty yet refined image, appealing to younger luxury buyers.

Interior Layout and Materials

Inside, the 2004 CTS combined modern design with quality materials, emphasizing driver
engagement and passenger comfort.

- Dashboard:
- Simple, driver-focused layout
- Center stack with climate controls, audio system, and optional navigation
- Materials:
- Soft-touch plastics
- Faux wood or aluminum trim accents
- Leather upholstery on higher trims
- Seating:
- Front bucket seats with heating options
- Power-adjustable seats with lumbar support
- Rear bench designed for three passengers, though limited legroom compared to full-size

sedans
- Cargo Space:
- Approximately 12.4 cubic feet
- Adequate for daily needs but not a primary focus

Overall, the interior was considered modern for its time, although some critics noted that certain
plastics and switchgear lacked the refinement of European competitors.

Performance and Handling

Engine and Powertrain

The 2004 Cadillac CTS initially launched with a 3.2L V6 engine, providing a balance of power and
efficiency.

- Standard Engine: 3.2L V6 (L61)
- Power Output: 220 horsepower
- Torque: 218 lb-ft
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- Transmission: 4-speed automatic (hydraulic-controlled)
- Driving Experience:
- Smooth acceleration
- Responsive throttle
- Quiet operation

Later models and updates introduced a 3.6L V6 (LZ4), boosting power to around 255 horsepower,
but this was beyond the scope of the original 2004 model.

Chassis and Suspension

Cadillac invested heavily in creating a sporty yet comfortable ride for the CTS.

- Suspension Setup:
- Independent MacPherson strut front suspension
- Multi-link rear suspension
- Steering:
- Rack-and-pinion with variable effort, delivering precise handling
- Brakes:
- Disc brakes on all four wheels
- Anti-lock braking system (ABS) standard
- Drive Dynamics:
- Balanced chassis with near 50/50 weight distribution
- Optional sport-tuned suspension in higher trims
- Excellent handling characteristics for a luxury sedan, with responsive steering and minimal body

roll

Driving Performance

The 2004 CTS was praised for its engaging driving dynamics, which was a significant departure
from Cadillac?s traditional comfort-oriented offerings.

- Cornering:
- Agile and composed
- Precise steering feedback
- Ride Quality:
- Firm but comfortable
- Good absorption of road imperfections
- Fuel Economy:
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- Approximate 20 MPG city / 27 MPG highway
- Considered acceptable for the segment at the time

Technology and Features

Standard Equipment

The 2004 CTS was equipped with a range of features designed to appeal to luxury buyers.

- Audio System:
- AM/FM stereo with CD player
- Optional Bose sound system
- Climate Control:
- Dual-zone automatic climate control
- Comfort & Convenience:
- Power windows and locks
- Keyless entry
- Cruise control
- Safety Features:
- Dual front airbags
- Side airbags (on higher trims)
- Stability control (introduced in later models)
- Traction control

Optional Packages and Upgrades

- Navigation System: An early-generation GPS unit with a small display
- Leather Upholstery: Available as part of luxury packages
- Sunroof: Power tilt-sliding sunroof
- Wheel Upgrades: 17-inch alloy wheels for sportier appearance
- Premium Audio: Bose sound system with additional speakers

Infotainment and Connectivity

While advanced infotainment was limited by early 2000s technology, the CTS offered:

- Basic audio controls
- Optional OnStar telematics service
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- Limited Bluetooth connectivity (not standard)

Reliability and Maintenance

Known Issues and Common Problems

The 2004 Cadillac CTS was generally reliable but had some common issues that owners should be
aware of:

- Cooling System:
- Water pump failures and radiator leaks reported
- Regular coolant system maintenance recommended
- Suspension Components:
- Bushings and control arms prone to wear with age
- Electrical Systems:
- Faulty sensors or switches affecting interior lighting or climate control
- Transmission:
- 4-speed automatic could develop shifting issues if not maintained
- Interior Wear:
- Plastic trim and upholstery prone to cracking or fading over time

Maintenance Tips

- Regular fluid changes, especially coolant and transmission fluid
- Periodic inspection of suspension components
- Keeping an eye on brake pad wear
- Addressing any warning lights promptly to avoid costly repairs

Ownership Costs

- Insurance premiums were moderate for a luxury sedan of its size
- Parts availability was good due to GM?s extensive network
- Fuel costs were reasonable given the engine performance

Ownership Experience and Market Value

Driving Satisfaction
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Owners generally appreciated the CTS for its sporty handling, modern styling, and comfortable ride.
It appealed to those seeking a luxury sedan that was more engaging to drive than traditional
Cadillac models.

- Pros:
- Sharp styling
- Agile handling
- Good value for a luxury vehicle
- Cons:
- Limited rear passenger space
- Some interior plastics feel less premium
- Reliability concerns with certain components

Resale Value

As a relatively early model in Cadillac?s sporty lineup, the 2004 CTS experienced modest
depreciation but retained reasonable value among enthusiasts. Well-maintained examples with low
miles tend to fetch higher prices in the used market.

Comparison with Competitors

The 2004 CTS competed with models like the BMW 3 Series, Audi A4, and Mercedes-Benz
C-Class.

| Feature | Cadillac CTS | BMW 3 Series | Audi A4 | Mercedes C-Class |

|---------|----------------|--------------|---------|------------------|

| Styling | Bold, muscular | Elegant, sporty | Conservative | Classic luxury |

| Handling | Sporty, responsive | Precise, refined | Agile | Comfortable, refined |

| Interior | Modern but less luxurious | Premium materials | High-quality finish | Luxurious and
well-crafted |

| Price (used) | Generally lower | Similar or higher | Slightly higher | Similar or higher |

The CTS was praised for offering a more American alternative with sporty dynamics, though
European rivals often edged out on interior refinement.
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Final Verdict

The 2004 Cadillac CTS represents a significant milestone in Cadillac?s history, blending sporty
handling with luxury features in a distinctive package. While it may not match European competitors
in interior refinement or brand cache
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the common issues associated with the 2004 Cadillac CTS with
document ID 1870219? Common issues include transmission problems, electrical system faults, and
suspension wear, which are typical for this model year and documented under ID 1870219. Is the
2004 Cadillac CTS with document ID 1870219 known for any recalls or safety notices? There are no
major recalls specific to this vehicle year, but safety notices related to electrical wiring and
transmission concerns are noted in the documentation under ID 1870219. What maintenance tips
are recommended for a 2004 Cadillac CTS referenced in document ID 1870219? Regular oil
changes, transmission fluid replacement, and suspension inspections are recommended to maintain
optimal performance, as outlined in the maintenance records associated with ID 1870219. What is
the approximate market value of a 2004 Cadillac CTS with document ID 1870219? The market
value varies based on condition and mileage, but as per recent data, it ranges from $2,000 to
$4,500 for well-maintained models listed under ID 1870219. Are there any known recalls or technical
service bulletins for the 2004 Cadillac CTS related to document ID 1870219? Yes, some technical
service bulletins address issues like transmission shifting and electrical system glitches, which are
detailed in the documentation under ID 1870219. What are the key features and specifications of the
2004 Cadillac CTS as per document ID 1870219? The 2004 Cadillac CTS features a 3.2L V6
engine, rear-wheel drive, leather interior, and advanced audio options, with specifications detailed in
document ID 1870219. Where can I find parts or repair services for a 2004 Cadillac CTS referenced
in document ID 1870219? Parts can be sourced from Cadillac authorized dealers, aftermarket
suppliers, or online marketplaces. Repair services specializing in GM vehicles are recommended for
best results, as noted in the maintenance records under ID 1870219. 
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