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diseases of swine pose significant challenges to pig farmers worldwide, impacting productivity,
profitability, and animal welfare. Understanding these diseases, their causes, symptoms, and control
measures is crucial for effective management and prevention. Swine diseases can be caused by
various pathogens, including viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites, and can spread rapidly within a
herd if not properly managed. This comprehensive guide aims to provide an in-depth overview of
common swine diseases, their clinical signs, diagnostic approaches, and strategies for prevention
and control.

Overview of Swine Diseases

Swine diseases can be categorized based on their causative agents or clinical manifestations. They
may affect different systems in the pig's body, such as respiratory, gastrointestinal, reproductive, or
integumentary systems. Some diseases are highly contagious and can cause significant economic
losses, while others are more localized or less severe.

Common categories include:
- Respiratory diseases
- Gastrointestinal diseases
- Reproductive diseases
- Skin and integumentary diseases

- Neurological diseases
- Parasitic diseases

Major Diseases of Swine

Below are some of the most prevalent and impactful swine diseases, their causes, clinical signs, and
control measures.

Respiratory Diseases
Respiratory diseases are among the most common and economically damaging in swine production.

Porcine Respiratory Disease Complex (PRDC)
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- Causes: Often involves multiple pathogens such as Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae, Porcine
circovirus, Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae, and viruses like swine influenza.
- Symptoms: Coughing, labored breathing, nasal discharge, fever, reduced growth rate.
- Control: Vaccination, good ventilation, minimizing stress, and biosecurity.
Swine Influenza
- Causes: Influenza A virus.
- Symptoms: High fever, cough, nasal discharge, conjunctivitis, lethargy.
- Control: Vaccination, quarantine of new animals, strict biosecurity.
Gastrointestinal Diseases
These diseases often cause diarrhea, dehydration, and weight loss.
Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDV)
- Causes: PEDV, a coronavirus.
- Symptoms: Severe diarrhea, vomiting, dehydration, high mortality in piglets.
- Control: Strict biosecurity, vaccination, and management of contaminated environments.
Transmissible Gastroenteritis (TGE)
- Causes: TGE virus.
- Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, dehydration, especially in young piglets.
- Control: Vaccination and strict hygiene.
Reproductive Diseases
Reproductive failures can cause significant economic losses.
Porcine Parvovirus (PPV)
- Causes: Parvovirus.

- Symptoms: Stillbirths, mummified fetuses, infertility.
- Control: Vaccination and good herd management.
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Leptospirosis

- Causes: Leptospira spp.

- Symptoms: Abortions, weak piglets, infertility.

- Control: Vaccination, rodent control, and sanitation.
Skin and Integumentary Diseases

These affect the pig?s skin, causing lesions, irritation, or hair loss.

Greasy Pig Disease (Exudative Epidermitis)

- Causes: Staphylococcus hyicus.

- Symptoms: Greasy, crusty skin lesions, especially around the face and ears.

- Control: Good hygiene, antibiotic therapy, and minimizing stress.
Sarcoptic Mange
- Causes: Sarcoptes scabiei mites.
- Symptoms: Itching, hair loss, skin thickening.
- Control: Acaricides, hygiene management.
Neurological Diseases
These are less common but can be severe.
Porcine Postweaning Multisystemic Wasting Syndrome (PMWS)
- Causes: Porcine circovirus type 2.
- Symptoms: Weight loss, respiratory distress, enlarged lymph nodes.
- Control: Vaccination, biosecurity.
Parasitic Diseases

Parasites can compromise health and facilitate other infections.

Ascaris suum (Roundworms)
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- Symptoms: Poor growth, coughing, and sometimes intestinal blockage.
- Control: Deworming programs, sanitation.

Oesophagostomum spp. (Nodule worms)

- Symptoms: Diarrhea, anemia, weight loss.
- Control: Deworming, pasture rotation.

Diagnostic Approaches for Swine Diseases

Accurate diagnosis is critical for effective control. Common diagnostic methods include:

- Clinical examination and observation of symptoms

- Necropsy and post-mortem examination

- Laboratory tests such as PCR, ELISA, bacterial culture, and microscopy
- Serological surveys

- Environmental assessment

Prevention and Control Strategies

Effective management of swine diseases involves a combination of biosecurity, vaccination, proper
sanitation, and herd management.

Biosecurity Measures

- Limit access of visitors and vehicles to pig facilities.

- Quarantine new or returning animals.

- Control rodents and pests.

- Maintain hygiene and sanitation.
Vaccination Programs

- Vaccinate against common viral diseases such as swine influenza, porcine parvovirus, and
leptospirosis.

- Follow recommended vaccination schedules and protocols.

Herd Management Practices
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- Ensure proper nutrition and ventilation.

- Reduce stress during handling and transportation.
- Monitor herd health regularly and maintain records.
- Implement appropriate deworming schedules.

Conclusion

The health of swine herds is vital to sustainable pig farming. By understanding the common
diseases affecting pigs, recognizing clinical signs early, and implementing proactive prevention
measures, farmers can significantly reduce disease incidence and improve productivity. Continuous
education, adherence to biosecurity protocols, and vaccination are key components in managing
diseases of swine effectively.
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This comprehensive overview aims to serve as a valuable resource for swine producers,
veterinarians, and students seeking to deepen their understanding of diseases of swine and how to
manage them effectively.

Diseases of Swine: An In-Depth Review of Pathogens, Clinical Manifestations, and Control
Strategies

Swine production is a vital component of global agriculture, providing pork and other by-products
essential for human nutrition. However, the industry faces persistent challenges posed by a myriad
of diseases affecting pigs at various stages of production. Understanding the etiology, epidemiology,
clinical presentation, diagnostic approaches, and control measures of swine diseases is crucial for
veterinarians, producers, and researchers committed to maintaining herd health and productivity.
This comprehensive review delves into the major diseases affecting swine, highlighting recent
advances and ongoing challenges in disease management.

Introduction to Swine Diseases

Swine diseases encompass a broad spectrum of infectious and non-infectious conditions that can
cause economic losses, impair animal welfare, and threaten food security. Infectious diseases are
predominantly caused by viruses, bacteria, parasites, and fungi, often with complex transmission
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dynamics involving direct contact, fomites, vectors, and environmental factors. Non-infectious
diseases include nutritional deficiencies, metabolic disorders, and genetic conditions.

The diversity of swine diseases necessitates a systematic approach to identification, prevention, and
control. This review focuses on the most economically significant and widely encountered infectious
diseases, emphasizing their epidemiology, clinical signs, diagnostic strategies, and control
measures.

Major Infectious Diseases of Swine
Viral Diseases

Viral infections are among the most impactful in swine health, often causing high morbidity and
mortality, reproductive failures, and chronic production issues.

1. Classical Swine Fever (CSF)

- Etiology: Classical swine fever virus (CSFV), a Pestivirus within the Flaviviridae family.

- Epidemiology: Endemic in parts of Asia, Eastern Europe, and South America; eradicated from
North America and Australia.

- Clinical Signs: Fever, lethargy, anorexia, skin hemorrhages, conjunctivitis, and high mortality in
young pigs.

- Diagnosis: Virus isolation, RT-PCR, ELISA for antibodies.

- Control: Strict biosecurity, vaccination (where permitted), and culling of infected animals.

2. Swine Influenza Virus (SIV)

- Etiology: Orthomyxoviruses, primarily HIN1, H3N2, and H1N2 subtypes.

- Epidemiology: Highly contagious; seasonal occurrence with rapid spread.

- Clinical Signs: Fever, coughing, nasal discharge, dyspnea, and reduced growth rates.

- Diagnosis: Virus isolation, PCR, serology.

- Control: Vaccination, management practices, and minimizing contact with wild birds and
humans.

3. Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS)

- Etiology: PRRS virus (PRRSV), an arterivirus.
- Epidemiology: Worldwide distribution; persists via continuous circulation.
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- Clinical Signs: Reproductive failure in breeding stock, respiratory disease in piglets,
immunosuppression.

- Diagnosis: PCR, ELISA, virus isolation.

- Control: Vaccination, herd immunity, biosecurity, and herd closure strategies.

4. Porcine Circovirus Diseases (PCVAD)

- Etiology: Porcine circovirus type 2 (PCV2).

- Epidemiology: Endemic in many herds; associated with postweaning multisystemic wasting
syndrome (PMWS).

- Clinical Signs: Progressive weight loss, lymphadenopathy, jaundice, anemia.

- Diagnosis: PCR, immunohistochemistry.

- Control: Vaccination, management practices, and reduction of co-infections.

5. Porcine Parvovirus (PPV)

- Etiology: Parvoviruses belonging to Parvoviridae.

- Epidemiology: Ubiquitous; causes reproductive failure.

- Clinical Signs: Embryonic and fetal death leading to mummified fetuses.
- Diagnosis: Serology, PCR.

- Control: Vaccination pre-breeding.

Bacterial Diseases

Bacterial pathogens often cause acute or chronic infections, sometimes complicated by secondary
pathogens.

1. Leptospira spp.

- Etiology: Spirochete bacteria.

- Epidemiology: Ubiquitous; transmitted via urine, contaminated water.
- Clinical Signs: Fever, abortion, reproductive failure, nephritis.

- Diagnosis: Serology (MAT), PCR, culture.

- Control: Vaccination, rodent control, water management.

2. Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae (APP)
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- Etiology: Gram-negative bacteria causing pleuropneumonia.

- Epidemiology: Widespread; spreads rapidly among pigs.

- Clinical Signs: Sudden death, high fever, respiratory distress, pleuritis.
- Diagnosis: Culture, PCR, serology.

- Control: Vaccination, antimicrobial therapy, good ventilation.

3. Salmonella spp.

- Etiology: Salmonella enterica serovars.

- Epidemiology: Zoonatic; persists in environment.
- Clinical Signs: Diarrhea, septicemia, carriers.

- Diagnosis: Culture, serotyping, PCR.

- Control: Hygiene, vaccination, rodent control.

4. Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae
- Etiology: Gram-positive bacteria.
- Epidemiology: Ubiquitous; zoonotic potential.
- Clinical Signs: Diamond skin lesions, arthritis, endocarditis.
- Diagnosis: Culture, PCR.
- Control: Vaccination, hygiene.
Parasitic Diseases
Parasites contribute significantly to disease burden, especially in resource-limited settings.
1. Ascaris suum
- Etiology: Roundworm.
- Clinical Signs: Poor growth, milk spot liver lesions, intestinal obstruction.
- Diagnosis: Fecal flotation, postmortem examination.
- Control: Deworming, sanitation.
2. Sarcoptes scabiei

- Etiology: Mite causing mange.
- Clinical Signs: Itching, skin lesions, hair loss.
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- Diagnosis: Skin scrapings.
- Control: Topical acaricides, environmental treatment.

3. Strongyloides ransomi

- Etiology: Threadworm.

- Clinical Signs: Diarrhea, dehydration, poor growth.
- Diagnosis: Fecal tests.

- Control: Deworming, sanitation.

Non-Infectious Diseases and Conditions

While this review emphasizes infectious diseases, it is essential to acknowledge non-infectious
conditions that may mimic or exacerbate infectious diseases, including nutritional deficiencies,
metabolic disorders, and genetic anomalies.

Diagnostic Approaches and Laboratory Testing

Accurate diagnosis forms the backbone of effective disease control. The main diagnostic tools
include:

- Serology: ELISA, MAT, and immunofluorescence for antibody detection.

- Molecular Techniques: PCR and real-time PCR for pathogen detection with high sensitivity and
specificity.

- Isolation and Culture: Gold standard for bacterial and some viral pathogens.

- Histopathology: Useful for detecting tissue changes and pathogen localization.

- Postmortem Examination: Critical for identifying gross lesions characteristic of specific diseases.

Control and Prevention Strategies

Implementing comprehensive control programs is essential to prevent disease outbreaks and
minimize economic losses.

Biosecurity Measures
- Strict quarantine of new animals.

- Control of visitors and personnel movement.
- Disinfection protocols.
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- Proper waste management.

Vaccination Programs

- Use of licensed vaccines tailored to regional disease prevalence.
- Strategic timing relative to management practices.

Management and Environmental Controls

- Optimal ventilation.

- Adequate stocking densities.
- Proper nutrition.

- Stress reduction.

Herd Health Monitoring

- Regular screening.
- Record keeping.
- Prompt response to clinical signs.

Emerging and Re-Emerging Diseases

The dynamic nature of swine diseases necessitates ongoing vigilance. Emerging pathogens such as
African swine fever virus (ASFV) and novel strains of SIV pose significant threats globally. ASFV, in
particular, has led to devastating outbreaks in Asia, Europe, and Africa, with no effective vaccine
available at present, emphasizing the importance of strict biosecurity and early detection.

Conclusion

Swine diseases remain a complex challenge that demands multidisciplinary approaches combining
epidemiology, diagnostics, and management. The continuous evolution of pathogens and changing
production systems necessitate ongoing research, surveillance, and adaptation of control strategies.
By understanding the pathogenesis, clinical manifestations, and preventive measures associated
with major swine diseases, stakeholders can better safeguard herd health, ensure product quality,
and promote sustainable pig production.

Key Takeaways:
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- A multitude of viral, bacterial, and parasitic agents contribute to swine morbidity and mortality.

- Accurate diagnosis relies on a combination of laboratory tests and clinical assessment.

- Prevention hinges on robust biosecurity, vaccination, and management practices.

- Emerging diseases require proactive surveillance and research to develop effective
countermeasures.

- Collaboration among veterinarians,

QuestionAnswer What are the most common infectious diseases affecting swine today?
Common infectious diseases in swine include Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome
(PRRS), Swine Influenza, Porcine Circovirus Associated Disease (PCVAD), and Classical Swine
Fever. These diseases can cause significant economic losses and are often targeted with
vaccination and biosecurity measures. How can swine producers prevent the spread of African
Swine Fever? Prevention of African Swine Fever relies on strict biosecurity protocols, including
controlling access to farms, preventing contact with wild boars, disinfecting equipment and vehicles,
and avoiding the introduction of contaminated pork products. There is no effective vaccine, so
prevention is primarily through management practices. What are the clinical signs of Porcine
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS)? PRRS manifests with reproductive failure in sows
(such as abortions and stillbirths), respiratory problems in piglets and growing pigs, fever, lethargy,
and decreased growth rates. Diagnosis is confirmed through laboratory testing of blood and tissues.
How is Swine Influenza transmitted among pigs? Swine Influenza is highly contagious and primarily
spreads through aerosolized droplets, direct contact, and fomites. Good ventilation, quarantine of
new animals, and strict hygiene help reduce transmission. What are the key signs of Classical
Swine Fever in infected pigs? Classical Swine Fever presents with high fever, skin hemorrhages,
conjunctivitis, depression, vomiting, diarrhea, and high mortality rates. It is a reportable disease with
significant trade implications. Can vaccines effectively control Porcine Circovirus Associated
Disease (PCVAD)? Yes, vaccination against Porcine Circovirus type 2 (PCV2) is highly effective in
reducing clinical signs, mortality, and economic losses associated with PCVAD when combined with
good management practices. What are common non-infectious diseases affecting swine?
Non-infectious diseases include nutritional deficiencies (like vitamin E deficiency), lameness due to
injuries or joint issues, genetic disorders, and metabolic problems such as hypoglycemia or ketosis.
How does Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae affect swine health? Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae causes
enzootic pneumonia, leading to chronic coughing, poor growth performance, and increased
susceptibility to secondary bacterial infections, impacting overall productivity. What biosecurity
measures are essential to prevent disease outbreaks in swine farms? Essential biosecurity
measures include restricting farm access, quarantine protocols for new animals, sanitation of
equipment and facilities, controlling pests, and vaccination programs where applicable. What are the
economic impacts of diseases of swine on the pork industry? Swine diseases can lead to increased
mortality, reduced growth rates, costly treatments, trade restrictions, and decreased meat quality,
collectively causing significant financial losses to producers and the industry.

Related keywords: swine health, pig illnesses, porcine diseases, swine pathogens, pig disease



DISEASES OF SWINE Updated Version Vol. 2026, Issue 5

symptoms, swine veterinary, infectious diseases in pigs, swine disease diagnosis, pig disease
prevention, porcine viral infections

Forgotten people forgotten diseases the neglected

forgotten people forgotten diseases the neglected: Shedding Light on the Overlooked and
Underserved

In a world where medical advancements and global health initiatives often focus on high-profile
diseases like COVID-19, cancer, and HIV/AIDS, a crucial segment of health challenges remains
largely invisible: the forgotten people and forgotten diseases. These are the marginalized
populations suffering from neglected diseases that rarely make headlines, receive insufficient
funding, and often lack adequate treatment options. Addressing these issues is vital for achieving
health equity and ensuring that no one is left behind in our collective quest for well-being. This
article explores the concept of neglected diseases, highlights the vulnerable populations affected,
and underscores the importance of global efforts to combat these overlooked health threats.

Understanding Neglected Diseases and Their Impact

Neglected diseases are a group of infectious diseases that predominantly affect impoverished
communities in developing countries. Unlike well-known illnesses that attract significant research
and funding, neglected diseases often remain in the shadows, perpetuating cycles of poverty and ill
health.

What Are Neglected Diseases?
Neglected diseases include a wide range of infections caused by bacteria, parasites, viruses, and

fungi. They are characterized by:

- Limited research and development efforts

- Minimal attention from pharmaceutical companies due to limited profitability
- High prevalence in underserved populations

- Significant social and economic burdens

Some of the most common neglected diseases are:
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- Chagas disease

- Leishmaniasis

- Human African trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness)
- Schistosomiasis

- Lymphatic filariasis (elephantiasis)

- Onchocerciasis (river blindness)

- Buruli ulcer

- Leprosy

The Global Burden of Neglected Diseases

Despite their name, neglected diseases impose a substantial health burden worldwide. The World
Health Organization estimates that over one billion people are affected by at least one neglected
tropical disease (NTD). These diseases often cause chronic disability, disfigurement, and
sometimes death, creating a cycle of poverty for affected individuals and their communities.

The economic impacts are equally devastating. Treatment costs, lost productivity, and the social
stigma associated with these diseases hinder community development and exacerbate inequality.

Forgotten People: The Marginalized and Vulnerable

Neglected diseases primarily afflict people living in extreme poverty, often in rural or marginalized
urban settings. These populations face multiple barriers to healthcare access, including lack of
infrastructure, insufficient health education, and cultural stigmas.

Who Are the Forgotten People?

The key groups most affected include:

- Residents of impoverished rural communities: Limited access to healthcare services and
clean water increases exposure to disease vectors.

- Indigenous populations: Often marginalized, with less access to health systems and higher
vulnerability to neglected diseases.

- Refugees and displaced persons: Crowded living conditions and poor sanitation contribute to
disease spread.

- Children and women: Particularly susceptible to the long-term impacts of neglected diseases
such as lymphatic filariasis and leprosy.

These populations often remain invisible to mainstream health initiatives, which focus more on
high-profile health challenges.
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Social and Economic Consequences

Neglected diseases can cause disfigurement, disabilities, and chronic health issues that hinder
education, employment, and social participation. The social stigma associated with visible symptoms
like disfigurement or disability further isolates affected individuals, perpetuating cycles of poverty

and marginalization.

Furthermore, the lack of awareness and resources means that many people are unaware of
prevention methods or available treatments, worsening health outcomes.

Challenges in Addressing Forgotten Diseases

Despite the significant burden, several barriers hinder effective management and eradication of
neglected diseases.

Limited Funding and Research

Pharmaceutical companies often lack incentives to develop vaccines or treatments for diseases that
predominantly affect impoverished populations. Consequently, research and development (R&D)
are underfunded, leading to a scarcity of effective medicines and diagnostics.

Weak Healthcare Infrastructure

Many affected regions lack basic healthcare infrastructure, including clinics, trained health workers,
and supply chains for medicines. This impedes timely diagnosis and treatment.

Stigma and Cultural Barriers

Cultural beliefs and social stigma can discourage individuals from seeking medical help, especially
for diseases that cause visible disfigurement or are associated with shame.

Inadequate Policy and Global Attention

Neglected diseases often do not receive the political will or funding necessary for large-scale
intervention programs, partly due to competing priorities and limited awareness.

Global Efforts and Solutions

While challenges abound, concerted global efforts are making progress in addressing neglected
diseases and their affected populations.



DISEASES OF SWINE Updated Version Vol. 2026, Issue 5

International Initiatives and Campaigns

Organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO), the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and
various NGOs have launched initiatives targeting neglected diseases with strategies including:

- Development of new diagnostics, medicines, and vaccines
- Mass drug administration programs

- Community education and engagement

- Strengthening healthcare infrastructure

The London Declaration on Neglected Tropical Diseases (2012), for example, committed global
partners to control or eliminate several NTDs by 2020.

Innovations and Research

Advances in technology, such as mobile health platforms and genomic research, are improving
disease detection and treatment options. Additionally, pharmaceutical companies are increasingly
investing in neglected disease R&D through public-private partnerships.

Community-Centered Approaches

Empowering local communities through education, participation, and culturally sensitive
interventions enhances the effectiveness of disease control measures.

How You Can Help
Addressing these overlooked issues requires collective effort. Here are ways individuals and

organizations can contribute:

- Raise awareness: Educate others about neglected diseases and their impact.

- Support NGOs: Donate to organizations working in affected regions.

- Advocate for policy change: Push for increased funding and attention to neglected diseases.
- Volunteer: Offer skills or resources to health initiatives in underserved areas.

Every action, big or small, can contribute to breaking the cycle of neglect and suffering.

Conclusion

Forgotten people, forgotten diseases, the neglected ? these words encapsulate a vital aspect of
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global health that demands more attention, compassion, and action. The populations affected by
neglected diseases are among the most vulnerable, often invisible in mainstream health narratives.
Their struggles highlight the urgent need for increased research, better healthcare infrastructure,
and sustained international commitment. By shining a spotlight on these overlooked issues, we can
foster a more equitable world where health is a universal right, not a privilege reserved for the few.
Together, through awareness, advocacy, and innovation, we can ensure that no one remains
forgotten in the fight against disease.

Forgotten People, Forgotten Diseases: The Neglected Crisis

In the vast landscape of global health, there exists a shadowy realm often overlooked?neglected
diseases and the communities most affected by them. These ilinesses, despite their profound
impact, remain underfunded, under-researched, and under-prioritized on the world stage. The term
?neglected? extends beyond the diseases themselves to the populations suffering from them?many
of whom are marginalized, impoverished, or living in remote areas. This comprehensive exploration
aims to shed light on these overlooked ailments and the people they afflict, emphasizing the urgent
need for awareness, research, and intervention.

Understanding the Scope of Neglected Diseases
What Are Neglected Diseases?

Neglected diseases, often called Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs), are a diverse group of
communicable diseases that predominantly affect impoverished populations in developing regions.
They are characterized by:

- High prevalence in impoverished communities: Often linked to poor sanitation, limited access to
healthcare, and environmental factors.

- Low research and drug development investment: They receive a fraction of the funding
allocated to more prominent diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria, or tuberculosis.

- Chronic and debilitating nature: Many cause long-term health issues, disability, and social
stigma.

- Limited awareness: They are rarely discussed in mainstream media or global health agendas.

The World Health Organization (WHO) recognizes over 20 diseases classified as NTDs, including:
- Chagas disease

- Leishmaniasis
- Schistosomiasis
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- Lymphatic filariasis

- Onchocerciasis (river blindness)

- Soil-transmitted helminth infections

- Trachoma

- Dengue and chikungunya (though more prominent, still underfunded)

Beyond NTDs, other neglected diseases include leprosy, rabies, and certain parasitic infections, all
contributing to a cycle of poverty and disease.

The People Left Behind: Communities Suffering from Neglected
Diseases

Who Are the Forgotten People?

The populations most affected by neglected diseases are often marginalized for various reasons:

- Poverty and Socioeconomic Disadvantage: Limited access to healthcare, education, and
sanitation.

- Rural and Remote Locations: Communities living in inaccessible regions with minimal
healthcare infrastructure.

- Indigenous and Ethnic Minorities: Often face discrimination, cultural barriers, and neglect.

- Children and Women: Particularly vulnerable due to biological, social, and economic factors.

- Laborers and Agricultural Workers: Exposure to disease vectors in work environments.

Many of these groups are invisible in national and global health reports, making targeted
intervention challenging. Their struggles are compounded by systemic neglect, leading to a
persistent cycle of disease and poverty.

Case Studies of Neglected Communities

- The Amazon Basin Indigenous Communities: Suffer from Chagas disease and leishmaniasis
due to vector exposure and limited healthcare.

- Sub-Saharan African Rural Populations: Endemic for schistosomiasis and lymphatic filariasis,
with minimal access to treatment.

- South Asian Slum Dwellers: Often face soil-transmitted helminth infections and dengue
outbreaks.

- Refugee Camps and Displacement Sites: High risk for multiple NTDs due to overcrowding and
poor sanitation.



DISEASES OF SWINE Updated Version Vol. 2026, Issue 5

Deep Dive into Specific Neglected Diseases
Chagas Disease
Overview: Caused by the parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, transmitted mainly through the triatomine bug
(?kissing bug?), Chagas disease affects an estimated 6-7 million people globally, primarily in Latin
America.
Impact on People:
- Chronic cardiac and digestive system complications.
- Often asymptomatic in early stages, leading to underdiagnosis.
- Disproportionately affects rural, impoverished communities.
Neglect Factors:
- Lack of awareness among affected populations.
- Limited access to diagnostic tools and treatment.
- Insufficient investment in research for better therapies.

Leishmaniasis

Overview: Caused by Leishmania parasites transmitted through sandflies, leishmaniasis manifests
in cutaneous, mucocutaneous, and visceral forms, the latter being potentially fatal.

Impact on People:
- Disfiguring skin ulcers affecting self-esteem and social integration.
- Chronic illness leading to malnutrition and economic hardship.
- Predominant in Middle Eastern, African, and South Asian regions.
Neglect Factors:
- Underfunded research.

- Lack of effective, affordable treatments.
- Stigma preventing community engagement.
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Schistosomiasis

Overview: Also known as ?snail fever,? caused by parasitic worms (Schistosoma spp.), transmitted
through freshwater contaminated with larval forms.

Impact on People:
- Chronic anemia and organ damage.
- Impaired cognitive development in children.
- Reduced productivity among affected populations.
Neglect Factors:
- Often considered a ?disease of poverty? with limited political attention.
- Inadequate sanitation infrastructure perpetuates transmission.
Lymphatic Filariasis (Elephantiasis)

Overview: Caused by filarial worms transmitted via mosquito bites, leading to severe swelling,
disfigurement, and disability.

Impact on People:

- Social stigma and exclusion.

- Physical disability impacting livelihoods.

- Psychological distress.
Neglect Factors:

- Lack of awareness.

- Inadequate mass drug administration programs in some regions.
Onchocerciasis (River Blindness)

Overview: Caused by Onchocerca volvulus worms transmitted by blackflies, leading to skin disease
and blindness.
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Impact on People:

- Visual impairment and blindness in affected communities.

- Skin lesions and severe itching.

- Economic consequences due to reduced productivity.
Neglect Factors:

- Historically underfunded, though programs like the African Program for Onchocerciasis Control
(APOC) have made progress.

Soil-Transmitted Helminth Infections

Overview: Caused by intestinal worms such as Ascaris, Trichuris, and hookworms, transmitted
through contaminated soil.

Impact on People:

- Malnutrition, anemia, and impaired growth in children.

- Reduced cognitive development.

- Economic burden due to health costs and lost productivity.
Neglect Factors:

- Often overshadowed by more acute diseases.

- Lack of sustained deworming programs in some areas.

Trachoma

Overview: Bacterial infection caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, leading to blindness through
repeated infections and eyelid scarring.

Impact on People:

- Visual impairment and blindness.
- Social stigma and economic hardship.
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- Mainly affects poor communities with limited access to clean water.

Neglect Factors:

- Insufficient funding for mass distribution of antibiotics and sanitation improvements.

Challenges in Addressing Neglected Diseases
Limited Funding and Resources

- Neglected diseases typically receive less than 1% of global health research funding.

- Pharmaceutical companies often lack incentives to develop drugs for diseases prevalent in
impoverished regions.
Weak Healthcare Infrastructure

- Many affected regions lack basic healthcare facilities.

- Insufficient diagnostic and treatment capacity hampers disease management.
Social and Cultural Barriers

- Stigma associated with certain diseases discourages treatment-seeking.

- Cultural beliefs may hinder community engagement with health programs.
Political and Policy Neglect

- Limited political will due to competing priorities.

- Neglected diseases rarely feature prominently on national health agendas.
Environmental and Ecological Factors

- Climate change and environmental degradation expand habitats for vectors.

- Urbanization and deforestation influence disease transmission patterns.

Innovative Approaches and Solutions
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Integrated Disease Control Programs

- Combining efforts for multiple NTDs in mass drug administration (MDA).

- Improving water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure.
Advancements in Research and Drug Development

- Development of new, affordable, and effective drugs.

- Use of vector control strategies such as insecticide-treated nets and environmental
management.
Community Engagement and Education

- Empowering local populations to participate in disease prevention.

- Culturally sensitive health education campaigns.
Global Partnerships and Funding Initiatives

- WHO?s roadmap for NTD elimination.

- Donations from pharmaceutical companies (e.g., Merck?s ivermectin donation).

- Funding from global health organizations like the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
Harnessing Technology

- Mobile health (mHealth) for disease surveillance.
- Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for mapping endemic areas.

The Path Forward: Why It Matters

Addressing neglected diseases is not merely a matter of health but also social justice. The
communities affected are often among the poorest and most vulnerable, bearing the brunt of both
disease and neglect. Their suffering perpetuates cycles of poverty, impeding economic development
and social stability.

Key reasons to prioritize neglected diseases:
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- Health Equity: Ensuring marginalized populations receive adequate healthcare.
- Global Health Security: Controlling diseases that can spread beyond borders.
- Economic Benefits: Reducing healthcare costs

QuestionAnswer What are ‘forgotten diseases' and why are they often overlooked? Forgotten
diseases are illnesses that primarily affect impoverished or marginalized populations, receiving little
attention or funding for research and treatment. They are often overlooked due to lack of
awareness, limited media coverage, and minimal commercial interest. Which diseases are
commonly classified as neglected or forgotten diseases? Examples include Chagas disease,
leishmaniasis, sleeping sickness, leprosy, and filariasis. These diseases predominantly impact
low-income regions and often remain underdiagnosed and undertreated. How do neglected
diseases impact local communities and economies? They cause chronic illness, disability, and
death, which reduce workforce productivity, increase healthcare costs, and perpetuate cycles of
poverty within affected communities. What are some challenges in diagnosing and treating
neglected diseases? Challenges include limited healthcare infrastructure, lack of awareness among
healthcare providers, insufficient diagnostic tools, and scarce funding for research and development
of effective treatments. Why is increased awareness important for neglected diseases? Raising
awareness can lead to better funding, research, early diagnosis, and treatment, ultimately reducing
disease burden and improving affected individuals' quality of life. What role do global health
organizations play in addressing forgotten diseases? Organizations like WHO and NGOs work to
raise awareness, fund research, develop treatment programs, and support healthcare infrastructure
in affected regions to combat neglected diseases. How can communities contribute to combating
forgotten diseases? Communities can promote health education, support local screening and
treatment efforts, advocate for increased funding, and collaborate with health authorities to improve
disease awareness and prevention. What recent advancements have been made in the fight against
neglected diseases? Recent progress includes the development of new diagnostics, vaccines, and
treatments; increased global funding; and successful disease eradication campaigns in certain
regions. What is the importance of integrating neglected disease control into broader public health
initiatives? Integrating neglected disease efforts into general health programs enhances resource
efficiency, improves overall health outcomes, and helps achieve sustainable development goals
related to health equity.
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