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Major Pests and Diseases of Mango: A Comprehensive Guide for
Growers

Major pests and diseases mango pose significant threats to mango cultivation worldwide. These
challenges can diminish fruit quality, reduce yields, and even cause total crop loss if not properly
managed. Understanding the common pests and diseases affecting mango trees is essential for
farmers, horticulturists, and enthusiasts aiming for healthy, productive orchards. This article offers
an in-depth overview of the major pests and diseases impacting mango crops, their identification,
and effective control strategies.

Common Pests Affecting Mango Trees

Pests are organisms that feed on mango plants, causing damage that can range from minor
cosmetic issues to severe yield reductions. Here are some of the most prevalent pests encountered
in mango cultivation:

1. Mango Hopper (Amritodus atkinsoni)

- Description: Small, winged insects that cluster on new leaves and inflorescences.

- Damage: Suck sap from tender shoots and flowers, leading to 'hopperburn’ (leaf curling and
drying). They also transmit diseases like mango malformation.

- Control: Application of insecticides during early infestations, biological control using natural
enemies like parasitic wasps, and proper orchard sanitation.

2. Mango Fruit Fly (Bactrocera dorsalis)
- Description: Small fruit flies that lay eggs inside ripening mangoes.
- Damage: Larvae feed within the fruit, causing internal decay and external blemishes.

- Control: Use of baited traps, timely harvesting, and sanitation practices to remove infested fruits.

3. Mango Mealybug (Drosicha mangiferae)
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- Description: Small, soft-bodied insects covered with a white, cottony wax.

- Damage: Suck sap from leaves, stems, and fruits, leading to stunted growth and sooty mold
development.

- Control: Use of insecticidal soaps, natural enemies like lady beetles, and pruning infested plant
parts.

4. Mango Scale Insects (Aulacaspis tubercularis)

- Description: Hard or soft scales that attach firmly to leaves and stems.
- Damage: Suck sap, weakening the plant and causing leaf yellowing or drop.
- Control: Oll sprays, biological control agents, and regular monitoring.

5. Mango Leaf Webworm (Himantopus sp.)

- Description: Caterpillars that web together leaves and feed on foliage.
- Damage: Defoliation leading to reduced photosynthesis.
- Control: Biological agents such as Bacillus thuringiensis or manual removal.

Major Diseases Affecting Mango Crops

Diseases are caused by various pathogens?fungi, bacteria, viruses?that can compromise plant
health and fruit production. Recognizing these diseases early is key to effective management.

1. Mango Anthracnose (Colletotrichum gloeosporioides)

- Symptoms: Dark, sunken lesions on leaves, flowers, and fruits; fruit rot during ripening.
- Impact: Significant crop loss if untreated.

- Control Measures:

- Application of fungicides like Bordeaux mixture or thiophanate-methyl.

- Proper orchard sanitation, removing fallen and infected debris.

- Adequate spacing for air circulation.

2. Mango Powdery Mildew (Oidium mangiferae)
- Symptoms: White, powdery fungal growth on young leaves, flowers, and developing fruits.

- Impact: Reduced flowering and fruit set, and deformities on fruits.
- Control Measures:
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- Regular application of sulfur-based fungicides.
- Pruning to improve airflow.
- Use of resistant varieties where available.

3. Mango Sooty Mold (Capnodium spp.)

- Symptoms: Black, sooty growth on leaves and fruits.

- Damage: Interferes with photosynthesis; often a secondary issue caused by honeydew excreted
by pests like mealybugs.

- Control Measures:

- Manage honeydew-producing pests.

- Washing affected parts with water or applying fungicides to limit mold growth.

4. Mango Bacterial Canker (Xanthomonas campestris pv. mangiferaeindicae)

- Symptoms: Water-soaked lesions on twigs, branches, and fruits; can lead to dieback.
- Impact: Can cause branch dieback and fruit drop.

- Control Measures:

- Prune and destroy infected parts.

- Use of copper-based bactericides.

- Avoid injury to trees to prevent infection.

5. Mango Rust (Puccinia mangiferae)

- Symptoms: Rust-colored pustules on the undersides of leaves.
- Impact: Premature leaf drop and reduced photosynthesis.

- Control Measures:

- Fungal resistant varieties.

- Application of fungicides like sulfur.

- Removal of infected leaf debris.

Integrated Pest and Disease Management (IPDM) in Mango Cultivation
Effective control of pests and diseases requires an integrated approach that combines cultural,

biological, and chemical methods. Here are key strategies for managing major pests and diseases in
mango orchards:

1. Cultural Practices
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- Proper orchard sanitation by removing fallen leaves and infected plant debris.
- Pruning to improve air circulation and reduce humidity.

- Spacing trees appropriately to minimize disease spread.

- Managing irrigation to avoid waterlogging, which promotes fungal growth.

2. Biological Control

- Introducing natural enemies such as parasitic wasps, lady beetles, and predatory mites.
- Using biopesticides like Bacillus thuringiensis for caterpillars.
- Encouraging beneficial insects by avoiding broad-spectrum insecticides.

3. Chemical Control

- Applying recommended fungicides and insecticides at appropriate times, especially during
vulnerable stages like flowering and fruit set.

- Rotating chemicals to prevent resistance development.

- Following safety instructions to minimize environmental impact.

4. Use of Resistant Varieties

- Selecting mango varieties known for their resistance to common pests and diseases.
- Consulting local agricultural extension services for suitable cultivars.

5. Monitoring and Early Detection

- Regular scouting for pests and disease symptoms.
- Using traps and diagnostic tools for accurate identification.
- Promptly responding to early signs of infestation or infection.

Conclusion

Managing major pests and diseases mango requires a comprehensive understanding of the various
threats faced by mango trees and implementing integrated strategies for control. Early identification,
combined with cultural practices, biological controls, and judicious use of chemicals, can significantly
reduce losses and improve fruit quality. Regular monitoring and adopting resistant varieties are also
vital components of a sustainable mango cultivation system. By staying vigilant and proactive,
growers can protect their orchards from the destructive impacts of pests and diseases, ensuring a
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healthy and productive harvest year after year.
Major Pests and Diseases of Mango: A Comprehensive Guide for Growers and Enthusiasts

Mango, often called the "king of fruits," is beloved worldwide for its sweet, juicy flavor and aromatic
profile. However, cultivating healthy and productive mango trees is challenged by a variety of major
pests and diseases mango growers must contend with. Understanding these threats is crucial for
effective management and ensuring a bountiful harvest. This guide offers an in-depth look into the
most common pests and diseases affecting mango trees, their identification, life cycles, and control
strategies.

Introduction: The Significance of Managing Pests and Diseases in Mango Cultivation
Mango cultivation is a significant agricultural activity in many tropical and subtropical regions. While
the fruit's popularity drives economic growth, pests and diseases pose serious risks to crop yield
and quality. If left unmanaged, they can lead to reduced fruit size, poor taste, premature fruit drop,
and even tree death.
Effective management begins with proper identification, understanding the biology of the pests and
diseases, and implementing integrated control measures. This guide aims to equip growers,
agronomists, and enthusiasts with the knowledge necessary to protect their mango crops effectively.
Major Pests of Mango
Pests are insects, mites, or other organisms that feed on mango trees, causing physical damage,
transmitting diseases, or reducing fruit quality. Here are the most prevalent pests:

- Mango Fruit Fly (Bactrocera spp.)
Identification

- Small, dark-colored flies with distinctive yellow markings.

- Larvae are white, legless maggots that tunnel into the fruit.
Life Cycle

- Eggs are laid under the skin of ripening mangoes.
- Larvae develop inside, feeding on the pulp.
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- Pupation occurs in the soil, with adults emerging after about 10-15 days.

Damage
- Infestation causes fruit rot and premature drop.
- Significant economic losses due to fruit rejection.
Control Strategies
- Use of bait sprays with protein hydrolysates combined with insecticides.
- Proper sanitation?harvesting and destroying fallen and infested fruits.
- Use of fruit fly traps around orchards.
- Timing of insecticide applications during peak adult activity.
- Mango Hopper (Idolothrips spp. and Scolothrips spp.)
Identification
- Small, winged insects with elongated bodies.
- Nymphs and adults feed on tender leaves, panicles, and young fruits.
Life Cycle
- Complete metamorphosis with eggs laid on leaves.
- Nymphs and adults suck sap from tissues, causing distortion.
Damage
- Causes curling and browning of leaves.
- Leads to poor flowering and fruit set.

Control Strategies

- Application of systemic insecticides during early stages.

Vol. 2021, Issue 3
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- Biological control using predatory insects like lady beetles.
- Regular monitoring to time control measures effectively.
- Mango Hoppers (Amritodus spp. and others)
Identification
- Similar to mango hoppers but often larger with distinctive coloration.
- Tend to cluster on inflorescences and young foliage.
Life Cycle
- Eggs laid on leaves and panicles.
- Nymphs and adults feed on sap, causing damage.
Damage
- Excrete honeydew leading to sooty mold.
- Interferes with flowering and fruit development.
Control Strategies
- Use of insecticidal soaps or neem-based products.
- Promote natural predators such as spiders and predatory bugs.
- Proper orchard sanitation.
- Mango Mealybug (Drosicha mangiferae)
Identification
- Soft-bodied, white or grayish insects covered with waxy filaments.
- Usually found on the underside of leaves, stems, and inflorescences.

Life Cycle

Vol. 2021, Issue 3
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- Eggs hatch into crawlers that settle on new growth.

- They feed by piercing plant tissues and sucking sap.

Damage
- Causes leaf curling, yellowing, and stunted growth.
- Secretes honeydew, promoting sooty mold growth.

Control Strategies

- Application of systemic insecticides.

- Use of biological control agents like parasitic wasps.

- Regular pruning of infested parts.

- Mango Seed Borer (Ectomyelois ceratoniae)
Identification

- Small moth with brownish wings.

- Larvae bore into the seed and stem.

Life Cycle

- Eggs laid on fruit surface or stems.

- Larvae tunnel into seeds and branches, causing decay.

Damage

- Weakening of branches, fruit rot, and reduced yield.

Control Strategies

- Proper orchard sanitation.

- Use of pheromone traps to monitor and disrupt mating.

Vol. 2021, Issue 3
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- Insecticide applications targeting adults.

Major Diseases of Mango

Vol. 2021, Issue 3

In addition to pests, diseases can devastate mango orchards, affecting tree health, fruit quality, and

overall productivity. The most common diseases include:

- Mango Anthracnose (Colletotrichum gloeosporioides)

Identification

- Dark, sunken lesions on leaves, flowers, and fruit.

- Fruit may develop black, sunken spots with concentric rings.

Disease Cycle

- Fungal spores spread via rain splash and wind.

- Infection occurs during flowering and fruit development.

Damage

- Fruit rot leading to premature drop.

- Defoliation affecting flowering subsequent seasons.

Management

- Application of fungicides like copper-based compounds and mancozeb.

- Proper orchard sanitation?removing fallen and infected debris.

- Ensuring good air circulation through pruning.

- Mango Powdery Mildew (Oidium mangiferae)

Identification
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- White, powdery fungal growth on young leaves, flower panicles, and fruit surface.

Disease Cycle

- Spores spread by wind.

- Infection occurs at flowering and early fruit stages.

Damage

- Flower drop reducing fruit set.

- Malformed or undersized fruits.

Management

- Regular spraying with sulfur or neem oil.

- Pruning to improve airflow.

- Resistant varieties where available.

- Mango Dieback (Various pathogens including Phytophthora spp.)

Identification

- Branches and twigs die back starting from the tips.

- Dark, water-soaked lesions on branches.

Disease Cycle

- Soil-borne pathogens infect roots and lower stems.

- Wounded trees are more susceptible.

Damage

- Decline and death of affected branches.
- Reduced fruit production.
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Management

- Avoid overwatering and poorly drained soils.
- Use of resistant rootstocks.
- Fungicide applications to root zones.

- Mango Rust (Puccinia spp.)

Identification

- Orange or yellow pustules on the undersides of leaves.

- Leaf curling and premature defoliation.
Disease Cycle

- Spore dispersal through wind.

- Infection peaks during humid, rainy periods.

Damage

- Reduced photosynthesis leading to weakened trees.

- Decreased fruit yield.

Management
- Fungicide sprays with copper-based compounds.
- Removal of infected debris.

- Improved orchard drainage and air circulation.

Integrated Pest and Disease Management (IPDM)

Vol. 2021, Issue 3

Successfully managing major pests and diseases mango requires a holistic approach that combines

cultural, biological, and chemical methods:

Cultural Practices
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- Sanitation: Remove fallen fruits, leaves, and pruned material.

- Proper Spacing: Ensure adequate spacing for airflow.

- Water Management: Avoid waterlogging to prevent root and stem diseases.
- Timely Harvesting: Reduce the window of susceptibility.

Biological Control

- Encourage natural enemies such as parasitoids and predators.

- Use of biopesticides like neem oil, Bacillus thuringiensis, and Trichoderma spp.

Chemical Control

- Use pesticides judiciously, following recommended dosages and timings.
- Rotate chemicals to prevent resistance development.
- Apply during early infection stages for better efficacy.

Monitoring and Early Detection
- Regular orchard inspections.
- Setting traps for pests like fruit flies.

- Keeping records of pest and disease occurrences for timely intervention.

Conclusion: Protecting Mango Crops for Optimal Yield

Vol. 2021, Issue 3

Understanding the major pests and diseases mango cultivars face is fundamental for effective
management. Early identification, combined with an integrated approach, can significantly reduce
crop losses and improve fruit quality. Continuous education, vigilant monitoring, and adopting
sustainable practices will help ensure healthy mango trees and bountiful harvests for years to come.
Whether you are a commercial grower or an enthusiastic home gardener, staying informed and
proactive is the key to overcoming the challenges posed by pests and diseases in mango

cultivation.

QuestionAnswer What are the most common pests affecting mango trees? The most common
pests include mango seed weevil, mango hopper, mealybugs, scale insects, and fruit flies. These
pests can damage flowers, leaves, and fruits, leading to reduced yield and quality. How can |
identify mango anthracnose disease? Mango anthracnose presents as dark, sunken lesions on
flowers, leaves, and young fruits. Infected areas may develop black spores, and the disease often
causes fruit rot and defoliation, especially in humid conditions. What are effective management
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practices for mango pests? Implement integrated pest management techniques such as timely
pruning, removing fallen and infected fruits, applying appropriate insecticides, encouraging natural
predators, and maintaining orchard hygiene to reduce pest populations. Which diseases cause fruit
drop in mango trees? Diseases like mango wilt, powdery mildew, and anthracnose can lead to
premature fruit drop. These diseases weaken the tree and fruit tissues, causing fruits to fall before
maturity. Are there resistant mango varieties to major pests and diseases? Yes, certain mango
varieties exhibit resistance or tolerance to common pests and diseases. Breeding programs focus
on developing resistant varieties to reduce chemical use and improve orchard sustainability. What
cultural practices can prevent the spread of mango diseases? Practices such as proper pruning for
airflow, removing diseased plant parts, avoiding overhead watering, and ensuring proper fertilization
help reduce humidity and pathogen buildup, thereby preventing disease spread.

Related keywords: mango pests, mango diseases, mango pest control, mango disease
management, mango infestation, mango pest identification, mango disease symptoms, mango crop
protection, mango pest lifecycle, mango disease prevention

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE FORGOTTEN DISEASES THE NEGLECTED

forgotten people forgotten diseases the neglected: Shedding Light on the Overlooked and
Underserved

In a world where medical advancements and global health initiatives often focus on high-profile
diseases like COVID-19, cancer, and HIV/AIDS, a crucial segment of health challenges remains
largely invisible: the forgotten people and forgotten diseases. These are the marginalized
populations suffering from neglected diseases that rarely make headlines, receive insufficient
funding, and often lack adequate treatment options. Addressing these issues is vital for achieving
health equity and ensuring that no one is left behind in our collective quest for well-being. This
article explores the concept of neglected diseases, highlights the vulnerable populations affected,
and underscores the importance of global efforts to combat these overlooked health threats.

Understanding Neglected Diseases and Their Impact

Neglected diseases are a group of infectious diseases that predominantly affect impoverished
communities in developing countries. Unlike well-known illnesses that attract significant research
and funding, neglected diseases often remain in the shadows, perpetuating cycles of poverty and ill
health.

What Are Neglected Diseases?
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Neglected diseases include a wide range of infections caused by bacteria, parasites, viruses, and
fungi. They are characterized by:

- Limited research and development efforts

- Minimal attention from pharmaceutical companies due to limited profitability
- High prevalence in underserved populations

- Significant social and economic burdens

Some of the most common neglected diseases are:

- Chagas disease

- Leishmaniasis

- Human African trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness)
- Schistosomiasis

- Lymphatic filariasis (elephantiasis)

- Onchocerciasis (river blindness)

- Buruli ulcer

- Leprosy

The Global Burden of Neglected Diseases

Despite their name, neglected diseases impose a substantial health burden worldwide. The World
Health Organization estimates that over one billion people are affected by at least one neglected
tropical disease (NTD). These diseases often cause chronic disability, disfigurement, and

sometimes death, creating a cycle of poverty for affected individuals and their communities.

The economic impacts are equally devastating. Treatment costs, lost productivity, and the social
stigma associated with these diseases hinder community development and exacerbate inequality.

Forgotten People: The Marginalized and Vulnerable
Neglected diseases primarily afflict people living in extreme poverty, often in rural or marginalized
urban settings. These populations face multiple barriers to healthcare access, including lack of

infrastructure, insufficient health education, and cultural stigmas.

Who Are the Forgotten People?

The key groups most affected include:
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- Residents of impoverished rural communities: Limited access to healthcare services and
clean water increases exposure to disease vectors.

- Indigenous populations: Often marginalized, with less access to health systems and higher
vulnerability to neglected diseases.

- Refugees and displaced persons: Crowded living conditions and poor sanitation contribute to
disease spread.

- Children and women: Particularly susceptible to the long-term impacts of neglected diseases
such as lymphatic filariasis and leprosy.

These populations often remain invisible to mainstream health initiatives, which focus more on
high-profile health challenges.

Social and Economic Consequences

Neglected diseases can cause disfigurement, disabilities, and chronic health issues that hinder
education, employment, and social participation. The social stigma associated with visible symptoms
like disfigurement or disability further isolates affected individuals, perpetuating cycles of poverty

and marginalization.

Furthermore, the lack of awareness and resources means that many people are unaware of
prevention methods or available treatments, worsening health outcomes.

Challenges in Addressing Forgotten Diseases

Despite the significant burden, several barriers hinder effective management and eradication of
neglected diseases.

Limited Funding and Research

Pharmaceutical companies often lack incentives to develop vaccines or treatments for diseases that
predominantly affect impoverished populations. Consequently, research and development (R&D)
are underfunded, leading to a scarcity of effective medicines and diagnostics.

Weak Healthcare Infrastructure

Many affected regions lack basic healthcare infrastructure, including clinics, trained health workers,
and supply chains for medicines. This impedes timely diagnosis and treatment.

Stigma and Cultural Barriers

Cultural beliefs and social stigma can discourage individuals from seeking medical help, especially
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for diseases that cause visible disfigurement or are associated with shame.
Inadequate Policy and Global Attention

Neglected diseases often do not receive the political will or funding necessary for large-scale
intervention programs, partly due to competing priorities and limited awareness.

Global Efforts and Solutions

While challenges abound, concerted global efforts are making progress in addressing neglected
diseases and their affected populations.

International Initiatives and Campaigns

Organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO), the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and
various NGOs have launched initiatives targeting neglected diseases with strategies including:

- Development of new diagnostics, medicines, and vaccines
- Mass drug administration programs

- Community education and engagement

- Strengthening healthcare infrastructure

The London Declaration on Neglected Tropical Diseases (2012), for example, committed global
partners to control or eliminate several NTDs by 2020.

Innovations and Research

Advances in technology, such as mobile health platforms and genomic research, are improving
disease detection and treatment options. Additionally, pharmaceutical companies are increasingly
investing in neglected disease R&D through public-private partnerships.

Community-Centered Approaches

Empowering local communities through education, participation, and culturally sensitive
interventions enhances the effectiveness of disease control measures.

How You Can Help

Addressing these overlooked issues requires collective effort. Here are ways individuals and
organizations can contribute:
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- Raise awareness: Educate others about neglected diseases and their impact.

- Support NGOs: Donate to organizations working in affected regions.

- Advocate for policy change: Push for increased funding and attention to neglected diseases.
- Volunteer: Offer skills or resources to health initiatives in underserved areas.

Every action, big or small, can contribute to breaking the cycle of neglect and suffering.

Conclusion

Forgotten people, forgotten diseases, the neglected ? these words encapsulate a vital aspect of
global health that demands more attention, compassion, and action. The populations affected by
neglected diseases are among the most vulnerable, often invisible in mainstream health narratives.
Their struggles highlight the urgent need for increased research, better healthcare infrastructure,
and sustained international commitment. By shining a spotlight on these overlooked issues, we can
foster a more equitable world where health is a universal right, not a privilege reserved for the few.
Together, through awareness, advocacy, and innovation, we can ensure that no one remains
forgotten in the fight against disease.

Forgotten People, Forgotten Diseases: The Neglected Crisis

In the vast landscape of global health, there exists a shadowy realm often overlooked?neglected
diseases and the communities most affected by them. These illnesses, despite their profound
impact, remain underfunded, under-researched, and under-prioritized on the world stage. The term
?neglected? extends beyond the diseases themselves to the populations suffering from them?many
of whom are marginalized, impoverished, or living in remote areas. This comprehensive exploration
aims to shed light on these overlooked ailments and the people they afflict, emphasizing the urgent
need for awareness, research, and intervention.

Understanding the Scope of Neglected Diseases
What Are Neglected Diseases?

Neglected diseases, often called Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs), are a diverse group of
communicable diseases that predominantly affect impoverished populations in developing regions.
They are characterized by:

- High prevalence in impoverished communities: Often linked to poor sanitation, limited access to
healthcare, and environmental factors.

- Low research and drug development investment: They receive a fraction of the funding
allocated to more prominent diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria, or tuberculosis.
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- Chronic and debilitating nature: Many cause long-term health issues, disability, and social
stigma.
- Limited awareness: They are rarely discussed in mainstream media or global health agendas.

The World Health Organization (WHO) recognizes over 20 diseases classified as NTDs, including:

- Chagas disease

- Leishmaniasis

- Schistosomiasis

- Lymphatic filariasis

- Onchocerciasis (river blindness)

- Soil-transmitted helminth infections

- Trachoma

- Dengue and chikungunya (though more prominent, still underfunded)

Beyond NTDs, other neglected diseases include leprosy, rabies, and certain parasitic infections, all
contributing to a cycle of poverty and disease.

The People Left Behind: Communities Suffering from Neglected
Diseases

Who Are the Forgotten People?

The populations most affected by neglected diseases are often marginalized for various reasons:

- Poverty and Socioeconomic Disadvantage: Limited access to healthcare, education, and
sanitation.

- Rural and Remote Locations: Communities living in inaccessible regions with minimal
healthcare infrastructure.

- Indigenous and Ethnic Minorities: Often face discrimination, cultural barriers, and neglect.

- Children and Women: Particularly vulnerable due to biological, social, and economic factors.

- Laborers and Agricultural Workers: Exposure to disease vectors in work environments.

Many of these groups are invisible in national and global health reports, making targeted
intervention challenging. Their struggles are compounded by systemic neglect, leading to a

persistent cycle of disease and poverty.

Case Studies of Neglected Communities
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- The Amazon Basin Indigenous Communities: Suffer from Chagas disease and leishmaniasis
due to vector exposure and limited healthcare.

- Sub-Saharan African Rural Populations: Endemic for schistosomiasis and lymphatic filariasis,
with minimal access to treatment.

- South Asian Slum Dwellers: Often face soil-transmitted helminth infections and dengue
outbreaks.

- Refugee Camps and Displacement Sites: High risk for multiple NTDs due to overcrowding and
poor sanitation.

Deep Dive into Specific Neglected Diseases
Chagas Disease
Overview: Caused by the parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, transmitted mainly through the triatomine bug
(?kissing bug?), Chagas disease affects an estimated 6-7 million people globally, primarily in Latin
America.
Impact on People:
- Chronic cardiac and digestive system complications.
- Often asymptomatic in early stages, leading to underdiagnosis.
- Disproportionately affects rural, impoverished communities.
Neglect Factors:
- Lack of awareness among affected populations.
- Limited access to diagnostic tools and treatment.
- Insufficient investment in research for better therapies.

Leishmaniasis

Overview: Caused by Leishmania parasites transmitted through sandflies, leishmaniasis manifests
in cutaneous, mucocutaneous, and visceral forms, the latter being potentially fatal.

Impact on People:

- Disfiguring skin ulcers affecting self-esteem and social integration.
- Chronic illness leading to malnutrition and economic hardship.
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- Predominant in Middle Eastern, African, and South Asian regions.
Neglect Factors:

- Underfunded research.

- Lack of effective, affordable treatments.

- Stigma preventing community engagement.

Schistosomiasis

Overview: Also known as ?snail fever,? caused by parasitic worms (Schistosoma spp.), transmitted
through freshwater contaminated with larval forms.

Impact on People:
- Chronic anemia and organ damage.
- Impaired cognitive development in children.
- Reduced productivity among affected populations.
Neglect Factors:
- Often considered a ?disease of poverty? with limited political attention.
- Inadequate sanitation infrastructure perpetuates transmission.
Lymphatic Filariasis (Elephantiasis)

Overview: Caused by filarial worms transmitted via mosquito bites, leading to severe swelling,
disfigurement, and disability.

Impact on People:
- Social stigma and exclusion.
- Physical disability impacting livelihoods.

- Psychological distress.

Neglect Factors:
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- Lack of awareness.
- Inadequate mass drug administration programs in some regions.

Onchocerciasis (River Blindness)

Overview: Caused by Onchocerca volvulus worms transmitted by blackflies, leading to skin disease
and blindness.

Impact on People:
- Visual impairment and blindness in affected communities.
- Skin lesions and severe itching.
- Economic consequences due to reduced productivity.
Neglect Factors:
- Historically underfunded, though programs like the African Program for Onchocerciasis Control
(APOC) have made progress.
Soil-Transmitted Helminth Infections

Overview: Caused by intestinal worms such as Ascaris, Trichuris, and hookworms, transmitted
through contaminated soil.

Impact on People:

- Malnutrition, anemia, and impaired growth in children.

- Reduced cognitive development.

- Economic burden due to health costs and lost productivity.
Neglect Factors:

- Often overshadowed by more acute diseases.

- Lack of sustained deworming programs in some areas.

Trachoma
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Overview: Bacterial infection caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, leading to blindness through
repeated infections and eyelid scarring.

Impact on People:
- Visual impairment and blindness.
- Social stigma and economic hardship.

- Mainly affects poor communities with limited access to clean water.

Neglect Factors:

- Insufficient funding for mass distribution of antibiotics and sanitation improvements.
Challenges in Addressing Neglected Diseases
Limited Funding and Resources

- Neglected diseases typically receive less than 1% of global health research funding.

- Pharmaceutical companies often lack incentives to develop drugs for diseases prevalent in
impoverished regions.
Weak Healthcare Infrastructure

- Many affected regions lack basic healthcare facilities.

- Insufficient diagnostic and treatment capacity hampers disease management.
Social and Cultural Barriers

- Stigma associated with certain diseases discourages treatment-seeking.

- Cultural beliefs may hinder community engagement with health programs.
Political and Policy Neglect

- Limited political will due to competing priorities.
- Neglected diseases rarely feature prominently on national health agendas.
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Environmental and Ecological Factors

- Climate change and environmental degradation expand habitats for vectors.
- Urbanization and deforestation influence disease transmission patterns.

Innovative Approaches and Solutions
Integrated Disease Control Programs

- Combining efforts for multiple NTDs in mass drug administration (MDA).

- Improving water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure.
Advancements in Research and Drug Development

- Development of new, affordable, and effective drugs.

- Use of vector control strategies such as insecticide-treated nets and environmental
management.
Community Engagement and Education

- Empowering local populations to participate in disease prevention.

- Culturally sensitive health education campaigns.
Global Partnerships and Funding Initiatives

- WHO?s roadmap for NTD elimination.

- Donations from pharmaceutical companies (e.g., Merck?s ivermectin donation).

- Funding from global health organizations like the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
Harnessing Technology

- Mobile health (mHealth) for disease surveillance.

- Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for mapping endemic areas.
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Addressing neglected diseases is not merely a matter of health but also social justice. The
communities affected are often among the poorest and most vulnerable, bearing the brunt of both
disease and neglect. Their suffering perpetuates cycles of poverty, impeding economic development
and social stability.

Key reasons to prioritize neglected diseases:

- Health Equity: Ensuring marginalized populations receive adequate healthcare.
- Global Health Security: Controlling diseases that can spread beyond borders.
- Economic Benefits: Reducing healthcare costs

QuestionAnswer What are ‘forgotten diseases' and why are they often overlooked? Forgotten
diseases are illnesses that primarily affect impoverished or marginalized populations, receiving little
attention or funding for research and treatment. They are often overlooked due to lack of
awareness, limited media coverage, and minimal commercial interest. Which diseases are
commonly classified as neglected or forgotten diseases? Examples include Chagas disease,
leishmaniasis, sleeping sickness, leprosy, and filariasis. These diseases predominantly impact
low-income regions and often remain underdiagnosed and undertreated. How do neglected
diseases impact local communities and economies? They cause chronic illness, disability, and
death, which reduce workforce productivity, increase healthcare costs, and perpetuate cycles of
poverty within affected communities. What are some challenges in diagnosing and treating
neglected diseases? Challenges include limited healthcare infrastructure, lack of awareness among
healthcare providers, insufficient diagnostic tools, and scarce funding for research and development
of effective treatments. Why is increased awareness important for neglected diseases? Raising
awareness can lead to better funding, research, early diagnosis, and treatment, ultimately reducing
disease burden and improving affected individuals' quality of life. What role do global health
organizations play in addressing forgotten diseases? Organizations like WHO and NGOs work to
raise awareness, fund research, develop treatment programs, and support healthcare infrastructure
in affected regions to combat neglected diseases. How can communities contribute to combating
forgotten diseases? Communities can promote health education, support local screening and
treatment efforts, advocate for increased funding, and collaborate with health authorities to improve
disease awareness and prevention. What recent advancements have been made in the fight against
neglected diseases? Recent progress includes the development of new diagnostics, vaccines, and
treatments; increased global funding; and successful disease eradication campaigns in certain
regions. What is the importance of integrating neglected disease control into broader public health
initiatives? Integrating neglected disease efforts into general health programs enhances resource
efficiency, improves overall health outcomes, and helps achieve sustainable development goals
related to health equity.
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populations, rare diseases, social exclusion, neglected tropical diseases, health inequity, vulnerable
communities, disease neglect
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