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Towards understanding islam english edition
Tutorial

Towards Understanding Islam English Edition is a comprehensive guide designed to introduce
readers to the core principles, beliefs, and practices of Islam. As one of the world's major religions,
Islam has a rich history and a diverse cultural presence, making understanding its fundamentals
essential for fostering tolerance, respect, and coexistence among different communities. This article
explores the key aspects of the book, its significance, and how it serves as an invaluable resource
for both Muslims and non-Muslims seeking knowledge about Islam.

Introduction to Towards Understanding Islam English Edition
The book "Towards Understanding Islam” in its English edition aims to bridge the knowledge gap for
readers unfamiliar with the religion. It provides clear explanations, historical context, and addresses

common misconceptions about Islam. Whether you are a student, a researcher, or simply a curious
reader, this guide offers an accessible entry point into the religion's teachings.

Purpose and Significance of the Book

Educational and Informative

"Towards Understanding Islam" seeks to educate readers about the fundamental tenets of Islam,
dispelling myths and presenting facts in an unbiased manner. It emphasizes understanding over
prejudice, encouraging readers to explore the religion beyond stereotypes.

Promoting Interfaith Dialogue

The book fosters dialogue between different faith communities by providing accurate information
about Islamic beliefs and practices. It serves as a tool for building mutual respect and
understanding.

Addressing Misconceptions

Many misconceptions about Islam stem from a lack of knowledge. This edition clarifies issues

related to jihad, women?s rights, violence, and other sensitive topics, presenting Islamic
perspectives based on authentic sources.

Key Themes Covered in Towards Understanding Islam English
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The book is structured around several core themes that collectively provide a holistic understanding
of Islam.

1. The Pillars of Islam

The foundational acts of worship that define a Muslim's faith and practice:

- Shahada: The declaration of faith?believing and testifying that there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad is His messenger.

- Salah: Performing the five daily prayers facing the Kaaba in Mecca.

- Zakat: Giving alms to the poor, purifying wealth, and fostering social justice.

- Sawm: Fasting during the month of Ramadan as an act of devotion and self-control.

- Hajj: Pilgrimage to Mecca, obligatory once in a lifetime for those physically and financially able.

2. The Articles of Faith

The essential beliefs that underpin Islamic theology:

- Belief in Allah as the one true God.

- Belief in angels as messengers of Allah.

- Belief in revealed scriptures, including the Quran, Torah, Psalms, and Gospel.
- Belief in prophets, with Muhammad being the final prophet.

- Belief in the Day of Judgment and life after death.

- Belief in divine predestination (Qadar).

3. The Holy Quran and Hadith

The Quran is considered the literal word of Allah, revealed to Prophet Muhammad over 23 years.
The Hadith collection contains sayings and actions of the Prophet, serving as guidance for Muslims.

4. Muslim Practices and Etiquette

The book discusses daily life practices, including modesty, family obligations, and community
responsibilities, emphasizing ethical conduct rooted in Islamic teachings.

Historical Context and Development of Islam
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Understanding Islam also involves exploring its historical roots and development.

Founding and Spread
Islam emerged in the 7th century in the Arabian Peninsula with Prophet Muhammad's revelations.

From there, it rapidly spread across the Middle East, North Africa, parts of Asia, and later to Europe
and the Americas.

Major Sects within Islam
The two primary sects are Sunni and Shia, with differences rooted in historical disputes over

leadership after Prophet Muhammad's demise. The book explains these differences with clarity,
promoting unity and mutual respect.

Islam in the Modern World

The book also addresses contemporary issues facing Muslims and how Islam adapts to modern
contexts.

Islam and Science

Islam has a rich tradition of scientific inquiry and scholarship. The book highlights contributions by
Muslim scholars and the compatibility of Islamic teachings with scientific progress.

Islamophobia and Media Representation

Addressing misconceptions propagated through media, the book encourages critical thinking and
promotes accurate portrayals of Islam.

Women in Islam

Contrary to stereotypes, Islam advocates for the dignity, respect, and rights of women, emphasizing
their spiritual equality with men.

How Towards Understanding Islam English Edition Benefits Readers

This edition offers numerous advantages for those seeking to learn about Islam:

- Clear Language: Simplifies complex theological concepts for a broad audience.
- Authentic Sources: Based on the Quran and authentic Hadith collections.
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- Balanced Perspective: Presents Islamic beliefs without bias or sensationalism.
- Cultural Insights: Explores cultural practices and their relation to religious teachings.
- Practical Guidance: Offers advice on how Muslims practice their faith in daily life.

Conclusion

"Towards Understanding Islam English Edition" serves as an essential resource for anyone
interested in gaining a nuanced and accurate understanding of Islam. Its comprehensive coverage
of theological beliefs, practices, history, and contemporary issues makes it an invaluable guide for
fostering interfaith dialogue, reducing misconceptions, and promoting peaceful coexistence.
Whether you're a student, educator, or a curious individual, this book provides the knowledge
necessary to appreciate the richness and diversity of Islamic faith and culture.

By embracing knowledge and understanding, we can build bridges of respect and tolerance across
different communities, paving the way for a more harmonious world.

Towards Understanding Islam English Edition is a pivotal resource designed to bridge the gap
between curious seekers and the rich, diverse faith of Islam. In an era where information is
abundant yet often misunderstood, this book serves as a comprehensive guide to foster clarity,
promote dialogue, and deepen understanding of one of the world's major religions. Whether you're a
newcomer exploring Islamic beliefs for the first time or a long-time follower seeking a clearer
perspective, this edition offers valuable insights grounded in authenticity and scholarly rigor.

Introduction: The Significance of "Towards Understanding Islam"

The title itself encapsulates a journey?a journey from unfamiliarity to familiarity, from misconception
to knowledge. Islam, which means "submission” to the will of God, is often misunderstood due to
cultural stereotypes, media portrayals, and limited exposure. "Towards Understanding Islam English
Edition" aims to demystify these misconceptions by presenting Islam's core principles, history,

practices, and values in an accessible language.

This guide will explore the key themes of the book, its structure, and how it can serve as an
essential tool for education, interfaith dialogue, and personal growth.

The Purpose and Scope of the Book

"Towards Understanding Islam" is designed with multiple objectives in mind:

- Educational Clarity: To provide accurate, straightforward explanations of Islamic beliefs,
practices, and history.
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- Interfaith Harmony: To foster mutual respect and understanding among people of different
faiths.

- Answering Common Questions: To address frequently asked questions and dispel
misconceptions.

- Promoting Peace and Tolerance: To highlight the peaceful teachings of Islam and its emphasis
on compassion.

The book covers a broad spectrum of topics, making it suitable for a diverse audience, from
students and educators to community leaders and interfaith activists.

Structure and Content Overview

The English edition is typically organized into several sections, each dedicated to a fundamental
aspect of Islam:

- Introduction to Islam

- Historical background and origins
- The life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
- The core message of Islam

- Beliefs (Ageedah)

- The six Articles of Faith
- The concept of monotheism (Tawhid)
- The unseen world, angels, prophets, divine books, the Day of Judgment

- Practices (Ibadah)

- The Five Pillars of Islam
- Prayer (Salah)

- Fasting (Sawm)

- Almsgiving (Zakat)

- Pilgrimage (Hajj)
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- Moral and Ethical Values

- Justice, compassion, humility
- Respect for others
- Importance of knowledge and charity

- Islamic Law and Society

- Sharia and its meaning
- Rights and responsibilities
- Family, community, and social justice

- Contemporary Issues

- Islam in the modern world
- Misconceptions and media representation
- Interfaith dialogue and peacebuilding

Key Themes in "Towards Understanding Islam"

The Concept of Monotheism (Tawhid)

At the heart of Islam lies Tawhid, the belief in the oneness of God. The book emphasizes that Islam
is fundamentally a monotheistic faith, dedicated to worshiping a single, all-powerful, merciful
Creator. It explains how Tawhid shapes the entire worldview of Muslims and is the foundation of all
Islamic teachings.

The Life and Legacy of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

The book offers an accessible biography of Prophet Muhammad, highlighting his role as the final
messenger of God. It details his life, character, and the divine revelations he received, which
constitute the Quran. Understanding his teachings and example (Sunnah) is central to grasping

Islamic principles.

The Core Practices: The Five Pillars
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The Five Pillars serve as the practical framework of Islamic faith. The book elaborates on each:

- Shahada (Declaration of Faith): The testimony that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is
His messenger.

- Salah (Prayer): The five daily prayers as a means of maintaining spiritual connection.

- Sawm (Fasting): Observing fasting during Ramadan to develop self-discipline and empathy.

- Zakat (Almsgiving): Giving to those in need to promote social justice.

- Hajj (Pilgrimage): The pilgrimage to Mecca, symbolizing unity and submission.
Ethical Principles and Social Justice

Islam emphasizes moral integrity, justice, and charity. The book discusses how Islamic ethics
promote kindness, honesty, and respect for others, fostering a harmonious society.

Addressing Common Misconceptions

The book proactively tackles myths and stereotypes, such as misconceptions about violence,
gender roles, and religious extremism. It clarifies that Islam advocates peace, compassion, and
coexistence.

How "Towards Understanding Islam English Edition" Supports Learning

Accessible Language and Clear Explanations

The book is written in plain English, making complex theological concepts understandable without
oversimplifying. It employs simple language, illustrative stories, and analogies to facilitate
comprehension.

Use of Authentic Sources

Content is grounded in the Quran and authentic Hadith (sayings of Prophet Muhammad), ensuring
accuracy and credibility.

Visual Aids and Examples
In many editions, diagrams, charts, and real-life examples are included to enhance understanding.
Addressing Questions and Doubts

The book anticipates common questions and provides thoughtful, respectful answers, making it a
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practical resource for self-study or classroom use.
The Impact of the Book on Interfaith and Community Dialogue

By promoting accurate knowledge, "Towards Understanding Islam" plays a vital role in fostering
mutual respect between Muslims and non-Muslims. It:

- Serves as an educational tool in schools and community centers.
- Supports interfaith initiatives by providing factual information.
- Encourages critical thinking and empathy.

In diverse societies, understanding breeds tolerance, and this book is a valuable asset in that effort.

Practical Applications and How to Use the Book

- Personal Study: A comprehensive guide for individuals seeking to learn about Islam.

- Educational Resource: Suitable for classrooms, seminars, and religious studies programs.

- Interfaith Engagement: A reference for dialogue sessions and community outreach.

- Counseling and Support: Helps religious leaders and counselors explain Islamic beliefs clearly.

Conclusion: Embracing Knowledge for Mutual Respect

"Towards Understanding Islam English Edition” stands as a testament to the power of knowledge in
bridging divides. It invites readers on a journey to discover the faith's core truths, dispelling
misunderstandings and promoting a message of peace, compassion, and justice. In a world often
marred by stereotypes and misinformation, such resources are invaluable in fostering harmony and
mutual respect among diverse communities.

By engaging with this book, readers not only gain insight into Islam but also contribute to building a
more informed, tolerant, and peaceful society. Whether for personal enlightenment or community
education, "Towards Understanding Islam” is an essential guide towards genuine understanding.

QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of 'Towards Understanding Islam' in its English edition?
The book aims to provide readers with a clear and comprehensive understanding of Islamic beliefs,
practices, history, and culture, making it accessible to a global audience. Who is the author of
‘Towards Understanding Islam' and what is their background? The book is authored by Dr.
Muhammad Ali Al-Hashimi, a renowned scholar in Islamic studies with extensive experience in
teaching and promoting understanding of Islam worldwide. How does ‘'Towards Understanding
Islam' address common misconceptions about Islam? The book systematically clarifies
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misconceptions by explaining core Islamic principles, addressing stereotypes, and providing
evidence-based insights to foster better understanding. Is 'Towards Understanding Islam' suitable
for beginners with no prior knowledge of Islam? Yes, the book is designed to be accessible for
beginners, offering clear explanations and introductory information about Islamic beliefs and
practices. What topics are covered in 'Towards Understanding Islam'? The book covers topics such
as the Five Pillars of Islam, the Quran, Prophet Muhammad?s life, Islamic law (Sharia), and the role
of Islam in contemporary society. How does "Towards Understanding Islam' compare to other
introductory books on Islam? It is highly regarded for its balanced, scholarly approach that
emphasizes clarity, objectivity, and cultural sensitivity, making complex concepts understandable for
a diverse audience. Can non-Muslims benefit from reading ‘'Towards Understanding Islam'?
Absolutely, the book is specifically aimed at helping non-Muslims gain a better understanding of
Islam, promoting dialogue and mutual respect. Is 'Towards Understanding Islam' available in digital
formats besides the printed edition? Yes, the book is available in various formats including e-book
and audiobook, making it accessible to a wider audience globally. What is the reception of 'Towards
Understanding Islam' within the Muslim community? The book has been well-received for its
accurate representation of Islamic teachings and is often recommended for educational purposes
and interfaith discussions. Where can | purchase 'Towards Understanding Islam' in English? The
book is available through major online retailers such as Amazon, as well as in Islamic bookstores
and academic libraries worldwide.

Related keywords: Islam, Quran, Islamic teachings, Muslim, Islamic studies, faith, spirituality,
religion, theology, Islamic history

an introduction to english language

An Introduction to English Language

The English language is one of the most widely spoken and influential languages in the world today.
From global business and international diplomacy to entertainment and technology, English serves
as a vital communication tool across countless domains. Understanding the roots, development, and
characteristics of the English language is essential for learners, educators, linguists, and anyone
interested in global communication. This comprehensive guide aims to provide an insightful
introduction to the English language, exploring its history, structure, global significance, and future
trends.

Historical Background of the English Language

The Origins of English
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English is a Germanic language that originated in early medieval England. Its roots can be traced
back to the Anglo-Saxon tribes?Angles, Saxons, and Jutes?that migrated to the British Isles around
the 5th century AD. The language spoken by these tribes formed the basis of Old English.

The Evolution Through Ages

The history of English is marked by several distinct periods:

- Old English (c. 45071150 AD): Characterized by Germanic roots, Old English was heavily
influenced by Norse invaders and Latin church influence.

- Middle English (c. 115071500 AD): Marked by Norman conquest in 1066, which introduced
Norman French vocabulary and grammar influences.

- Early Modern English (c. 1500?1700 AD): The Renaissance brought a revival of classical
learning, expanding vocabulary and standardizing spelling and grammar.

- Modern English (1700 AD to present): The language continued to evolve with colonial
expansion, technological advances, and globalization, leading to the diverse forms of English
spoken today.

The Role of Literary and Cultural Influences
English literature, from Geoffrey Chaucer?s Canterbury Tales to William Shakespeare?s plays and
modern authors like J.K. Rowling, has significantly shaped the language?s development. Cultural

exchanges through colonization, trade, and diplomacy have also contributed to the vocabulary and
idiomatic expressions in English.

The Structure and Features of the English Language

Phonology and Pronunciation

English phonology includes a wide range of vowel and consonant sounds. The pronunciation varies
significantly across different regions and accents, which adds to the language's richness but also
presents challenges for learners.

Vocabulary and Lexicon

English boasts one of the largest vocabularies among languages, with estimates ranging from

150,000 to over a million words, considering technical and scientific terms. This extensive lexicon is
a result of:
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- Borrowings from Latin, French, Greek, and other languages
- Coining of new terms during technological and scientific advancements
- Slang and colloquialisms evolving over time

Grammar and Syntax

English grammar is characterized by:
- Relatively simple verb conjugation compared to other languages
- Use of auxiliary verbs for tense and aspect (e.g., be, have, do)
- Flexible word order, with Subject-Verb-Object being standard
- Extensive use of prepositions and articles

Writing System

English uses the Latin alphabet, consisting of 26 letters. Its orthography (spelling system) can be
complex due to historical spelling conventions, silent letters, and irregular pronunciation rules.

The Global Significance of the English Language

English as a Global Lingua Franca

Today, English is regarded as the world?s primary lingua franca?an auxiliary language used for
international communication. It is the official or working language in over 50 countries and widely
used in international organizations like the United Nations and the International Olympic Committee.

English in Business and Commerce

English dominates international business, finance, and trade. Many multinational corporations
operate primarily in English, and proficiency is often a prerequisite for global career opportunities.

English in Science, Technology, and Education

A significant portion of scientific research, technological development, and academic publications
are in English. Universities worldwide offer courses in English to attract international students.

English in Media and Entertainment

English-language media, including movies, music, television, and literature, have a global reach.
Hollywood films, English pop music, and online streaming platforms have popularized the language
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worldwide.
English on the Internet and Social Media
English is the dominant language on the internet, accounting for a large percentage of online

content. Social media platforms facilitate global interaction primarily in English, further fostering its
universal status.

Learning and Teaching the English Language

Why Learn English?
Learning English offers numerous benefits:
- Access to a vast amount of information and educational resources
- Enhanced employability and career prospects
- Ability to communicate with people worldwide
- Participation in global culture and entertainment

Methods of Learning English

Effective approaches include:

- Classroom instruction with trained teachers

- Online courses and language learning apps

- Immersive experiences through travel and cultural exchange
- Practice with native speakers or language exchange partners

Challenges in Learning English

Some common difficulties faced by learners are:
- Complex spelling and pronunciation rules
- Irregular verb forms

- Idiomatic expressions and phrasal verbs
- Regional accents and dialects

The Future of the English Language
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Emerging Trends

English continues to evolve with technological innovations:

- Increased influence of digital communication and social media

- Emergence of new slang and internet vernacular

- Globalization leading to more diverse accents and dialects

- Integration of loanwords from other languages due to cultural exchange

Potential Challenges

As the language grows, there are concerns about:

- Language homogenization potentially overshadowing regional dialects
- Loss of linguistic diversity
- Difficulty in maintaining standardization across different regions

Conclusion

The English language remains a dynamic and influential means of communication. Its rich history,
extensive vocabulary, and widespread use make it an invaluable global asset. Whether for personal
growth, academic pursuits, or professional development, learning English opens doors to countless
opportunities. As the world continues to embrace globalization and technological innovation, the role
of English is poised to expand further, shaping the future of international communication.
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Introduction to the English Language: A Comprehensive Overview

The English language, often regarded as the global lingua franca, has a rich history, complex
structure, and widespread influence that permeates nearly every corner of the world. As one of the
most widely spoken and studied languages today, understanding its fundamentals offers invaluable
insights into its role in communication, culture, and international relations. This detailed exploration
delves into the origins, evolution, grammatical features, vocabulary, phonetics, and the significance
of English in contemporary society.

Historical Background of the English Language

Origins and Early Development

The roots of English trace back over 1,400 years to the Germanic tribes?namely the Angles,
Saxons, and Jutes?who migrated to the British Isles around the 5th century AD. These tribes
brought with them their languages, which gradually coalesced into what we now call Old English.
Key points about early English:

- Old English (circa 45071150 AD): Characterized by a complex system of inflections, a
vocabulary heavily influenced by Latin and Norse, and a rich oral tradition including epic poetry like
Beowulf.

- Influence of Latin and Norse: Latin arrived through Christian missionaries, while Norse influence
increased due to Viking invasions, shaping vocabulary and syntax.

Middle English and the Norman Conquest

The Norman Conquest of 1066 marked a pivotal turning point:

- Norman French influence: The ruling class spoke Norman French, which heavily influenced the
vocabulary, especially in law, governance, art, and cuisine.

- Language features: Middle English (circa 1150?1500) saw simplification of inflectional endings
and an expansion of vocabulary.

Early Modern English and the Renaissance

From the late 15th to the early 17th century:
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- The Renaissance: Brought a revival of classical learning and an influx of Latin and Greek words.

- The printing press: Invented by Johannes Gutenberg, it standardized spelling and grammar,
making literature more accessible.

- Notable figures: William Shakespeare and the King James Bible significantly shaped the
language.

Modern English and Global Spread

Since the 17th century:

- Colonial expansion: British colonization spread English worldwide.

- Industrial Revolution: Facilitated international trade and communication.

- Contemporary English: Continues to evolve with influences from numerous languages and
cultures, especially in the digital age.

Structural Aspects of the English Language
Phonetics and Pronunciation

English phonetics is known for its complexity and variability:

- Consonant and vowel sounds: The language features approximately 24 consonant sounds and
around 20 vowel sounds, with many variations.

- Spelling and pronunciation discrepancies: Due to historical influences, English spelling often
does not align directly with pronunciation (e.g., though vs. through).

Grammar and Syntax

English grammar, while relatively straightforward compared to some languages, has distinctive
features:

- Parts of speech: Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, and
interjections.

- Sentence structure: Typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order.

- Tenses: Present, past, future, along with perfect and progressive aspects.

- Agreement: Subject-verb agreement in number and person.

- Modifiers: Use of adjectives and adverbs to add detail.
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Vocabulary and Lexicon
English boasts an extensive vocabulary, estimated at over a million words:

- Loanwords: Borrowed extensively from Latin, French, Greek, German, and many other
languages.

- Synonyms and antonyms: Rich variety of words with nuanced differences, offering precision and

expressiveness.
- Neologisms: Continual creation of new words, especially in technology and popular culture.

Unique Features of the English Language
Orthography and Spelling
English spelling can be irregular due to its diverse origins:

- Historical influences: Words retain spellings from older forms or borrowed languages.

- Examples: Knight, psychology, colonel.

- Spelling reforms: There have been proposals but no widespread standardization.
Idioms and Phrasal Verbs
Idiomatic expressions and phrasal verbs are integral:

- Idioms: Phrases whose meanings are not deducible from individual words (e.g., kick the
bucket).

- Phrasal verbs: Verb + particle combinations with idiomatic meanings (e.g., look up, give in).
Varieties and Dialects
English manifests in numerous dialects:

- British English: Variations like Cockney, Received Pronunciation.

- American English: Distinct vocabulary and pronunciation.
- Other varieties: Australian, Canadian, Indian English, each with unique features.

The Role of English in the Modern World
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Global Lingua Franca
English is the primary language of:
- International diplomacy
- Business and commerce
- Science and technology
- Entertainment and media
English in Education and Research
- Most scientific journals publish in English.
- Universities worldwide offer courses in English.
- English proficiency is often a requirement for international careers.
The Digital Age and English
- Dominance in internet content, social media, and digital communication.
- Emergence of digital slang, memes, and abbreviations, influencing language evolution.
Cultural Impact

- English-language music, films, and literature shape global pop culture.
- Cultural exchange and understanding facilitated through shared language.

Learning and Teaching English
Methods and Approaches

- Traditional grammar-translation

- Communicative language teaching

- Immersive and bilingual approaches

- Use of technology and online platforms

Challenges for Learners
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- Irregular spelling and pronunciation
- Idiomatic expressions

- Extensive vocabulary

- Variations in dialects and accents

Resources and Tools

- Language apps (Duolingo, Babbel)
- Online courses and tutorials

- Media and literature in English

- Language exchange programs

Conclusion

The English language remains a dynamic, influential, and complex means of communication. Its
history reflects centuries of cultural exchange and adaptation, shaping a language that is both
diverse and adaptable. For learners, educators, and global citizens alike, understanding English?s
structure, history, and role in society unlocks numerous opportunities for connection, learning, and
cultural appreciation. As it continues to evolve in the digital age, English?s significance is poised to
grow, cementing its status as a cornerstone of international communication.

In summary, mastering the English language provides access to a vast repository of knowledge,
culture, and opportunities. Its rich history and widespread use make it a fascinating subject of study
and an essential skill in today?s interconnected world. Whether for academic pursuits, professional
advancement, or cultural engagement, an introduction to English opens the door to endless
possibilities.

QuestionAnswer What are the key features that define the English language? English is a West
Germanic language characterized by a rich vocabulary, extensive use of loanwords, and a flexible
grammar system. It is known for its adaptability, widespread global use, and its role as a lingua
franca in international communication. How did the English language develop over time? English
evolved from the Anglo-Saxon languages brought to Britain by Germanic tribes around the 5th
century. It was later influenced by Norman French, Latin, and other languages, leading to the
Modern English we use today. This development spans Old English, Middle English, and Modern
English periods. Why is English considered a global language? English is considered a global
language because it is the primary or secondary language in many countries, used extensively in
international business, science, technology, entertainment, and diplomacy, making it a key tool for
global communication. What are the main components of learning the English language? Learning
English involves mastering four main components: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
Additionally, understanding grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and cultural context are essential
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for effective communication. How has the internet influenced the spread and evolution of the English
language? The internet has accelerated the global spread of English, introduced new slang,
abbreviations, and digital communication styles, and facilitated intercultural exchange, thereby
continuously shaping and evolving the language in real-time.

Related keywords: English language, language learning, linguistics, grammar, vocabulary,
pronunciation, syntax, phonetics, language skills, language history
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