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The combination of the T6963C display controller and PIC microcontrollers has become a popular
choice among electronics enthusiasts, hobbyists, and professional engineers for developing
graphical user interfaces, character-based displays, and embedded systems. The T6963C is a
versatile graphics and text display controller that manages a wide range of LCD modules, while PIC
microcontrollers are widely used due to their simplicity, affordability, and extensive peripheral
features. Understanding how these two components work together is crucial for designing efficient,
reliable, and visually appealing embedded systems. In this article, we will delve into the technical
details of T6963C and PIC, explore their integration, discuss programming considerations, and
highlight practical applications.

Overview of T6963C Display Controller

Introduction to T6963C

The T6963C is a medium-sized graphic and text display controller developed by Toshiba. It is
designed to handle LCD modules that feature both character and graphics modes, making it suitable
for a broad range of applications, from simple character displays to complex graphical interfaces.

Key features of the T6963C include:

- Support for graphics and text modes
- On-chip character generator with custom font capabilities
- Built-in cursor control and blinking
- Variable display memory sizes, typically 2KB to 16KB
- Compatibility with various LCD types, including KS0108-compatible displays

Functional Capabilities

The T6963C manages display data and interprets commands sent from the microcontroller,
controlling what appears on the LCD. Its core functionalities include:

- Text and graphics rendering
- Cursor positioning and blinking
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- Custom character creation
- Display scrolling
- Brightness and contrast control via external circuitry

The controller communicates via a parallel interface, often 8-bit, which makes it suitable for
microcontrollers with parallel port capabilities.

Pin Configuration and Interface

The T6963C typically features a set of pins for data, control signals, power, and contrast adjustment.
The main pins include:

- Data pins (D0-D7)
- Control pins: WR (Write), RD (Read), CS (Chip Select), A0 (Command/Data select), and Reset
- Power supply pins (Vcc, Vss)
- Contrast control (via external potentiometer or resistor network)

Proper interfacing requires attention to signal timing, especially when working with microcontrollers
operating at different clock speeds.

Overview of PIC Microcontrollers

Introduction to PIC Microcontrollers

PIC microcontrollers, developed by Microchip Technology, are a family of 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers renowned for their ease of use, low cost, and widespread adoption. They are
well-suited for embedded applications requiring control, sensing, and communication.

Main features of PIC microcontrollers include:

- Multiple I/O pins for interfacing with peripherals
- Built-in timers, ADCs, DACs, UARTs, SPI, I2C modules
- Low power consumption variants
- Rich development ecosystem with MPLAB X IDE and XC compilers
- Support for external memory and peripherals

Common PIC Microcontrollers Used with T6963C

For display interfacing, the most common PIC microcontrollers are:
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- PIC16F series (e.g., PIC16F877A)
- PIC18F series (e.g., PIC18F4550)
- PIC24 series for more advanced applications

These microcontrollers provide sufficient GPIO pins, timing control, and communication interfaces
necessary for managing the T6963C.

Programming and Development Environment

Developers typically use:

- MPLAB X Integrated Development Environment (IDE)
- XC8 compiler for C programming
- Programmer/debugger tools such as PICkit or ICD

Programming involves setting up the GPIO pins, initializing communication, sending commands and
data to the display, and creating routines for graphics rendering.

Integrating T6963C with PIC Microcontroller

Hardware Connection Overview

Proper hardware setup is vital for reliable operation. The typical connection involves:

- Connecting PIC data pins (D0-D7) to the T6963C data bus
- Connecting control signals (WR, RD, CS, A0) to PIC GPIO pins
- Power supply (Vcc and Vss) and contrast adjustment via a potentiometer
- Potential use of buffers or level shifters if voltage levels differ

A basic wiring diagram includes:

- PIC I/O pins connected to T6963C data and control lines
- External resistor network for contrast control
- Power supply decoupling capacitors for stability

Timing and Signal Control

Since T6963C operates with specific timing requirements, the PIC code must generate appropriate
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control signals:

- Set A0 high or low to select data or command mode
- Toggle WR and RD signals with proper delays
- Use polling or interrupt-driven routines to manage display updates

Ensuring adherence to the T6963C datasheet's timing diagrams prevents data corruption and
display glitches.

Software Development for Display Control

Programming the PIC to work with T6963C involves:

- Initialization routines: setting up display mode, memory addresses, cursor
- Command functions: to clear screen, set cursor position, enable graphics mode
- Data functions: to write characters, graphics pixels
- Utility routines: for scrolling, custom characters, and animations

Sample pseudocode for initializing display:

```c

void init_display() {

// Set control pins as outputs

// Send initialization commands (e.g., display mode, cursor)

send_command(SET_GRAPHICS_MODE);

send_command(CLEAR_DISPLAY);

// Additional setup as needed

}

```

Developers often create libraries or modules to encapsulate these routines, making it easier to build
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complex interfaces.

Practical Applications of T6963C and PIC

Embedded User Interfaces

Combining the T6963C with PIC microcontrollers enables the development of user-friendly
interfaces for embedded systems such as:

- Appliance control panels
- Industrial machine displays
- Medical device interfaces

These systems benefit from graphical and text display capabilities, providing visual feedback and
control options.

Educational and Hobby Projects

The T6963C-PIC combination is popular in DIY projects due to:

- Cost-effectiveness
- Ease of programming
- Rich graphical capabilities

Examples include digital clocks, weather stations, game consoles, and data loggers.

Industrial Automation and Data Logging

In industrial settings, these components can be used for:

- Monitoring system statuses
- Displaying real-time data
- Configuring device parameters

Their robustness and flexibility make them suitable for harsh environments when properly enclosed.

Future Trends and Enhancements
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Advancements in display technology and microcontroller capabilities continue to enhance the
potential of T6963C and PIC-based systems. Emerging trends include:

- Integration with wireless modules for remote monitoring
- Use of high-resolution graphic displays
- Incorporation of touch interfaces for more interactive systems

While newer display controllers and microcontrollers have entered the market, the T6963C and PIC
remain relevant for many applications due to their simplicity and proven reliability.

Conclusion

The synergy between the T6963C display controller and PIC microcontrollers offers a powerful
platform for creating versatile embedded display systems. Understanding their individual
specifications, hardware interfacing techniques, and programming strategies is essential for
harnessing their full potential. Whether for educational purposes, hobbyist projects, or industrial
applications, this combination provides a balance of affordability, functionality, and ease of use. As
technology advances, integrating these components with modern peripherals and interfaces
continues to open new possibilities for innovative embedded systems design. With careful attention
to detail in wiring, timing, and software development, engineers and enthusiasts alike can develop
compelling visual solutions that enhance user interaction and system functionality.
 
Understanding the T6963C Controller and PIC Microcontrollers: A Comprehensive Guide

When delving into the world of embedded systems and display technology, two components often
come up: the T6963C controller and PIC microcontrollers. These powerful tools are frequently
paired to create sophisticated graphical and character-based display solutions, especially in
hobbyist and industrial applications. This guide provides an in-depth look at T6963C and PIC,
exploring their features, how they work together, and practical implementation tips to help engineers,
hobbyists, and students harness their potential effectively.

Introduction to the T6963C and PIC Microcontrollers

What is the T6963C?

The T6963C is a versatile graphic and text display controller designed primarily for LCD modules. It
was developed by Toshiba and is widely used in applications requiring mixed text and graphics,
such as handheld devices, industrial displays, and point-of-sale terminals.

Key features of the T6963C include:
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- Supports both text and graphics modes
- Built-in character generator
- Multiple addressing modes
- Supports up to 240x128 pixel graphics display
- Compatible with various microcontrollers through parallel interfaces
- Command set for display control, cursor positioning, and graphics memory management

What is a PIC Microcontroller?

PIC refers to a family of microcontrollers manufactured by Microchip Technology. Known for their
simplicity, affordability, and wide support community, PIC microcontrollers are used in countless
embedded applications, from simple sensors to complex control systems.

Features of PIC microcontrollers include:

- RISC architecture for efficient instruction execution
- Multiple I/O pins for interfacing with peripherals
- Built-in peripherals like ADCs, timers, UARTs, and SPI/I2C interfaces
- Various memory sizes and package options
- Robust development tools and extensive documentation

How the T6963C and PIC Microcontrollers Complement Each Other

The T6963C acts as an intelligent display controller, managing the LCD's graphical and character
data, while the PIC microcontroller functions as the system?s brain, processing input, executing
logic, and sending commands to control the display.

Advantages of pairing T6963C with PIC:

- Offloads complex display management from the microcontroller
- Enables sophisticated graphics and text display with minimal coding
- Provides flexible communication options via parallel interfaces
- Allows customization of display content dynamically

Communication Between T6963C and PIC

Interface Types

The T6963C primarily communicates via a parallel interface, which can be configured as:

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 7 of 13



t6963c and pic PDF Vol. 2021, Issue 11

- 8-bit data bus
- Control signals for commands and data transfer

Basic Signal Lines

- Data Bus (D0-D7): Transfers command or data bytes
- Control Lines:
- CS (Chip Select): Enables the controller
- RD (Read): Indicates read operation
- WR (Write): Indicates write operation
- A0 (Register Select): Differentiates between command (A0=0) and data (A0=1)
- Reset: Resets the controller

Communication Workflow

- Initialization:

- PIC configures I/O pins connected to T6963C
- Sends initialization commands to set display mode, cursor position, etc.

- Sending Commands:

- Set A0 low
- Place command byte on data bus
- Toggle WR low-high

- Sending Data:

- Set A0 high
- Place data byte on data bus
- Toggle WR low-high

- Reading Data:
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- Set A0 high
- Toggle RD low-high
- Read data from data bus

Practical Implementation: Step-by-Step Guide

- Hardware Setup

- Connect the PIC microcontroller?s I/O pins to the T6963C data and control lines.
- Ensure proper power supply voltages and grounding.
- Use appropriate resistors and level-shifting if necessary, especially if using a 5V PIC with a 3.3V

display.

- Software Initialization

- Configure I/O pins as outputs for control signals and data lines.
- Implement delay routines for timing compliance.
- Initialize the display with a sequence of commands:
- Turn on the display
- Set text and graphics modes
- Clear the display memory
- Set cursor position

- Sending Commands and Data

Create functions in your code for:

- SendCommand(byte command): handles setting control signals and writing command bytes
- SendData(byte data): handles data transmission
- ReadData(): reads data from the display controller

- Displaying Characters and Graphics
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- Load font data into the display?s character generator RAM or use built-in fonts
- Write routines to display characters at specified positions
- Use graphics functions to draw pixels, lines, or images

- Updating Display Content

- Implement buffer management if needed for double-buffering
- Create functions to update specific regions or the entire display
- Optimize communication to reduce flickering or tearing

Sample Code Snippet (Conceptual)

```c

// Pseudocode for initializing T6963C

void init_display() {

// Configure I/O pins

// Send initialization commands

SendCommand(0x3E); // Set display mode

SendCommand(0x80); // Set cursor position

SendCommand(0x01); // Clear display

// Additional setup as needed

}

// Function to send a command

void SendCommand(uint8_t cmd) {

// Set A0 low for command

A0 = 0;
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// Pull CS low

CS = 0;

// Write command

DataBus = cmd;

WR = 0;

delay();

WR = 1;

CS = 1;

}

// Function to send data

void SendData(uint8_t data) {

// Set A0 high for data

A0 = 1;

CS = 0;

DataBus = data;

WR = 0;

delay();

WR = 1;

CS = 1;

}

```
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Note: Actual implementation will depend on the specific PIC model and development environment.

Tips and Best Practices

- Timing is crucial: Always respect the minimum pulse widths specified in the T6963C datasheet.
- Use appropriate resistors: To prevent damage and ensure signal integrity.
- Optimize data transfers: Batch multiple commands/data to minimize overhead.
- Leverage existing libraries: Many open-source projects and libraries support T6963C and PIC,

which can accelerate development.
- Test incrementally: Start with basic text display before moving to graphics.

Applications and Use Cases

The combination of T6963C and PIC is suitable for various projects, including:

- Embedded graphical user interfaces
- Digital signage
- Industrial control panels
- Custom calculators or measurement devices
- Hobbyist projects like LCD clocks or game displays

Conclusion

A thorough understanding of T6963C and PIC allows developers to craft engaging, efficient display
solutions for embedded systems. By mastering their communication protocols, initialization
procedures, and display management techniques, you can unlock the full potential of these
components. Whether designing a simple character display or a complex graphics interface, pairing
the T6963C with a PIC microcontroller offers a flexible and powerful platform for your next project.

Happy coding, and may your displays always be clear and vibrant!
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the T6963C display controller and how does it work with PIC
microcontrollers? The T6963C is a graphic LCD controller that manages display data and
communication with a microcontroller like PIC. It provides functions for graphics and text display,
requiring communication via parallel or serial interfaces with the PIC to control the LCD screen
effectively. Which PIC microcontrollers are compatible with the T6963C LCD controller? Most PIC
microcontrollers with enough GPIO pins and suitable communication interfaces (parallel or serial)
are compatible with the T6963C. Popular choices include PIC16F and PIC18F series, which can be
programmed to interface with the T6963C for text and graphics display applications. What are the
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common interface methods to connect T6963C with PIC microcontrollers? The T6963C can be
connected to PIC microcontrollers via parallel interface (using multiple data and control lines) or
serial interface (such as SPI or I2C with additional circuitry). Parallel interfaces offer faster data
transfer, while serial interfaces simplify wiring and are suitable for lower-speed applications. Are
there existing libraries or code examples for integrating T6963C with PIC microcontrollers? Yes,
there are several open-source libraries and code examples available online that demonstrate how to
interface PIC microcontrollers with the T6963C. These examples typically include initialization
routines, display writing functions, and graphics rendering, which can be adapted for specific
projects. What are the typical challenges faced when using T6963C with PIC microcontrollers?
Common challenges include managing timing and synchronization during data transfer, handling the
initialization sequence correctly, and ensuring proper wiring. Additionally, optimizing code for limited
resources on PIC microcontrollers can be necessary for smooth operation. Can the T6963C be used
for both text and graphics on a PIC-controlled LCD? Yes, the T6963C supports both text and
graphics modes, allowing developers to display characters, symbols, and complex graphics. Proper
configuration and programming enable versatile display functionalities on PIC-based projects. What
resources are recommended for learning how to interface T6963C with PIC microcontrollers?
Recommended resources include datasheets for the T6963C, PIC microcontroller datasheets,
online tutorials, community forums like Microchip Forum, and open-source projects on platforms like
GitHub that demonstrate T6963C-PIC interfacing techniques. 

 
Related keywords: T6963C, PIC microcontroller, LCD controller, graphical display, embedded
systems, display interface, microcontroller programming, LCD driver, PIC programming, graphical
LCD
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