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PRINCE2TM 2009 Planning and Control Using Microsoft

Effective planning and control are fundamental components of successful project management, and
PRINCE2TM 2009 provides a structured framework that emphasizes these aspects. When
integrated with Microsoft tools, project managers can streamline their planning processes, enhance
control mechanisms, and improve overall project outcomes. This article explores how PRINCE2TM
2009 approaches planning and control, and how Microsoft technologies can be leveraged to
implement these principles effectively.

Understanding PRINCE2TM 2009 Planning and Control Framework

PRINCE2TM (Projects IN Controlled Environments) is a process-driven project management
methodology that offers a structured approach to managing projects from initiation to closure. The
2009 update reinforces the importance of planning and control as core elements to ensure project
success.

Core Principles of PRINCE2TM Planning

PRINCE2TM emphasizes planning at every stage to ensure clarity, alignment, and risk mitigation.
Key principles include:

- Continual Business Justification: Ensuring each plan aligns with business objectives.
- Learn from Experience: Incorporating lessons learned into planning processes.
- Defined Roles and Responsibilities: Clarifying who is responsible for planning activities.
- Manage by Stages: Breaking down projects into manageable segments with dedicated plans.
- Manage by Exception: Setting tolerances and escalation procedures for deviations.
- Focus on Products: Planning around deliverables and outputs.
- Tailor to Suit the Project: Customizing planning approaches based on project size and

complexity.

Control in PRINCE2TM

Control mechanisms are embedded throughout PRINCE2TM, including:
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- Stage Control: Monitoring progress within each stage.
- Exception Control: Managing issues that exceed tolerances.
- Product-based Planning: Ensuring deliverables meet quality and scope standards.
- Baseline Plans: Establishing initial plans to measure progress against.

Implementing PRINCE2TM 2009 Planning with Microsoft Tools

Microsoft offers a suite of tools that align well with PRINCE2TM?s planning and control processes.
By integrating tools such as Microsoft Project, SharePoint, Excel, and Teams, project managers can
facilitate efficient planning, real-time monitoring, and effective communication.

Microsoft Project for Planning

Microsoft Project is the primary tool for creating detailed project plans. It supports PRINCE2TM
principles through:

- Work Breakdown Structure (WBS): Breaking down deliverables into manageable tasks.
- Scheduling: Establishing timelines, dependencies, and milestones.
- Resource Allocation: Assigning resources and tracking availability.
- Baseline Setting: Capturing initial plans for comparison.
- Progress Tracking: Updating task status and adjusting plans accordingly.

Best Practices for Using Microsoft Project in PRINCE2TM:

- Develop a comprehensive WBS aligned with project scope.
- Set baselines after initial planning to enable performance measurement.
- Use task dependencies to visualize flow and identify critical paths.
- Incorporate risk buffers and contingency plans within schedules.
- Regularly update progress and compare against baselines.

Leveraging SharePoint for Documentation and Collaboration

SharePoint enhances project control through centralized document management and collaboration
features:

- Document Repositories: Store project plans, reports, and lessons learned.
- Version Control: Track changes and maintain document integrity.
- Task Lists: Manage action items and responsibilities.
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- Dashboards and Reports: Generate real-time status updates for stakeholders.

Using SharePoint in PRINCE2TM:

- Maintain a project repository with all planning documents.
- Use workflows to automate approval processes.
- Collaborate with team members through discussion boards.
- Share project progress and control reports seamlessly.

Excel for Data Analysis and Reporting

Excel complements project planning by providing powerful data analysis and reporting capabilities:

- Tracking Variances: Compare actual progress against planned baselines.
- Risk Management: Log and analyze risks and issues.
- Resource Management: Monitor resource utilization and costs.
- Custom Reports: Generate dashboards and charts for stakeholder updates.

Best Practices:

- Link Excel sheets with Project data for real-time updates.
- Use templates for consistency across projects.
- Incorporate PivotTables and charts for visual analysis.

Microsoft Teams for Communication and Control

Effective communication is crucial for maintaining project control. Microsoft Teams facilitates:

- Real-Time Chat: Immediate communication among team members.
- Meeting Scheduling: Organize planning and review sessions.
- File Sharing: Share documents and updates effortlessly.
- Integration: Connect with Project, SharePoint, and Outlook for streamlined workflows.

Using Teams in PRINCE2TM:

- Set up dedicated channels for different work streams or stages.
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- Use meetings for stage reviews and exception reporting.
- Enable notifications for critical updates and escalations.

Best Practices for Planning and Control Using Microsoft and
PRINCE2TM

To maximize the benefits of integrating PRINCE2TM 2009 with Microsoft tools, consider the
following best practices:

- Develop Clear and Detailed Plans

- Use Microsoft Project to create comprehensive plans aligned with PRINCE2TM principles.
- Break down deliverables into manageable tasks with assigned responsibilities.

- Establish Baselines and Monitor Variances

- Set project baselines early.
- Regularly compare actual performance against planned baselines using Excel or Project.

- Maintain Transparent Documentation

- Centralize all project documentation in SharePoint.
- Keep records of decisions, changes, and lessons learned.

- Implement Robust Communication Channels

- Use Microsoft Teams for daily updates, issue escalation, and stakeholder engagement.

- Automate and Streamline Control Processes

- Use workflows in SharePoint to automate approvals.
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- Set up alerts and notifications for deviations or risks.

- Conduct Regular Reviews and Adjustments

- Schedule stage reviews and control points.
- Use Microsoft tools to prepare reports and gather feedback.

- Train the Team

- Ensure all team members are proficient in Microsoft tools.
- Promote understanding of PRINCE2TM principles to align processes.

Challenges and Solutions in Using Microsoft for PRINCE2TM
Planning and Control

While integrating Microsoft tools offers significant advantages, some challenges may arise:

- Data Silos: Different tools may cause fragmentation.

Solution: Use integrations and dashboards to unify data views.

- User Adoption: Resistance to new tools or processes.

Solution: Provide training and demonstrate benefits.

- Over-Reliance on Tools: Risk of neglecting the underlying principles.

Solution: Emphasize PRINCE2TM?s process focus and use tools as enablers, not substitutes.

Conclusion

PRINCE2TM 2009?s approach to planning and control provides a robust framework that, when
combined with Microsoft?s suite of tools, can significantly enhance project management
effectiveness. By leveraging Microsoft Project for detailed planning, SharePoint for documentation
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and collaboration, Excel for data analysis, and Teams for communication, project teams can ensure
better oversight, timely decision-making, and successful project delivery.

Implementing these practices requires careful alignment of processes, continuous training, and a
focus on transparency and accountability. With the right integration and discipline, organizations can
realize the full potential of PRINCE2TM 2009 methodologies supported by Microsoft technologies,
leading to improved project outcomes and organizational success.

Keywords: PRINCE2TM 2009, project planning, project control, Microsoft Project, SharePoint,
Excel, Teams, project management tools, project governance, stage control, risk management,
project delivery
 
PRINCE2? 2009 Planning and Control Using Microsoft Tools: An Expert Review

In the world of project management, effective planning and control are paramount to ensuring
project success. PRINCE2? (Projects IN Controlled Environments, version 2009) stands as one of
the most widely adopted methodologies for managing projects across various industries. When
combined with powerful tools like Microsoft Office Suite?particularly Microsoft Project, Excel, and
SharePoint?PRINCE2? 2009 becomes even more robust, enabling project managers to streamline
workflows, improve collaboration, and maintain rigorous control over project progress.

This article provides an in-depth, expert-level review of how PRINCE2? 2009 planning and control
processes can be effectively implemented using Microsoft tools, emphasizing best practices,
practical workflows, and strategic insights.

Understanding PRINCE2? 2009: A Foundation for Planning and
Control

Before diving into how Microsoft tools enhance PRINCE2? processes, it?s essential to understand
the core principles of PRINCE2? 2009 relevant to planning and control.

What is PRINCE2? 2009?

PRINCE2? is a process-based methodology that structures project management into clearly defined
processes, themes, and principles. Its primary focus is on delivering projects within a controlled
environment, emphasizing business justification, defined organization structures, product-based
planning, and ongoing control.

Key Planning and Control Principles in PRINCE2?
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- Product-Based Planning: Emphasizes defining and analyzing the project?s products
(deliverables) to guide planning.

- Stage Planning: Dividing projects into manageable stages for better control.
- Progress Monitoring: Regularly measuring actual progress against the plan.
- Exception Management: Allowing escalation when tolerances are exceeded.
- Controlled Change: Managing changes through a formal change control process.

Leveraging Microsoft Tools for PRINCE2? 2009 Planning

Microsoft offers an array of tools that, when used effectively, align seamlessly with PRINCE2?
principles. The most prominent among these are Microsoft Project, Excel, and SharePoint.

Microsoft Project: The Core Planning Engine

Microsoft Project is the natural choice for detailed project scheduling, resource allocation, and
tracking. It supports PRINCE2??s product-based planning and stage management by providing a
structured environment to develop, visualize, and update project timelines.

Features Beneficial for PRINCE2? Planning:

- Work Breakdown Structure (WBS): Breaks down deliverables into manageable components
aligned with product-based planning.

- Gantt Charts: Visualizes task dependencies, durations, and milestones.
- Resource Management: Assigns resources to tasks, ensuring workload balancing.
- Baseline Setting: Establishes reference points for measuring progress.
- Progress Tracking: Updates task statuses and compares against baselines.

Microsoft Excel: Flexible Data Management and Analysis

Excel complements Project by providing a flexible platform for:

- Developing detailed risk registers, issue logs, and quality plans.
- Performing data analysis, such as earned value management.
- Creating customized reports and dashboards.
- Managing smaller or less complex schedules when full project plans are unnecessary.

SharePoint: Collaboration and Document Control

SharePoint acts as a centralized portal for:
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- Document storage and version control.
- Collaboration through shared workspaces.
- Workflow automation for approvals and change requests.
- Publishing reports and dashboards for stakeholder visibility.

Planning with PRINCE2? and Microsoft Tools: A Step-by-Step
Approach

Implementing PRINCE2? planning using Microsoft tools requires a methodical approach, aligning
each step with the PRINCE2? process model.

- Initiating the Planning Process

Objective: Define project scope, objectives, products, and constraints.

Microsoft Tools in Action:

- Use Word or PowerPoint to document the Project Initiation Document (PID).
- Develop the initial Product Breakdown Structure (PBS) in Excel.
- Set up a SharePoint site for project documentation and stakeholder access.

- Creating the Project Plan

Objective: Develop a comprehensive plan covering all products, activities, timelines, resources, and
dependencies.

Using Microsoft Project:

- Define Deliverables: Create a WBS aligned with the PBS.
- Schedule Tasks: Assign durations, dependencies, and milestones.
- Allocate Resources: Assign personnel, equipment, and budget.
- Set Baselines: Save the initial schedule as a baseline for future comparison.

Best Practice Tips:

- Break down work into manageable tasks with clear outcomes.
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- Use the Critical Path Method (CPM) to identify key activities.
- Incorporate contingency buffers where appropriate.

- Developing Supporting Plans

PRINCE2? advocates detailed plans for quality, risk, communication, and change management.

Tools:

- Excel spreadsheets for risk registers, issue logs, and quality checklists.
- SharePoint lists for tracking change requests and stakeholder feedback.

- Communicating the Plan

Share the project plan and supporting documents with stakeholders via SharePoint or embedded
project dashboards.

Control Mechanisms in PRINCE2? Using Microsoft Tools

Control is the heartbeat of PRINCE2?. Microsoft tools enable continuous monitoring, reporting, and
adjustment to keep projects on track.

- Monitoring Progress

Using Microsoft Project:

- Regularly update task statuses.
- Compare actual progress against baselines.
- Identify deviations early through built-in variance reports.

Using Excel Dashboards:

- Create visual summaries of key metrics (e.g., earned value analysis, resource utilization).
- Automate reports with pivot tables and charts for quick insights.
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- Managing Issues and Risks

Microsoft Excel and SharePoint:

- Maintain risk and issue logs with structured fields (description, impact, mitigation strategies).
- Use SharePoint workflows for escalation and approval processes.

- Handling Change Control

Workflow Automation:

- Set up SharePoint workflows to route change requests for review.
- Track approval history and communicate decisions transparently.

- Reporting and Stakeholder Communication

Dashboards and Reports:

- Use Power BI or Excel to create real-time project dashboards.
- Publish reports regularly to SharePoint sites for stakeholder visibility.

Best Practices for PRINCE2? Planning and Control with Microsoft
Tools

Implementing PRINCE2? effectively with Microsoft tools involves adhering to best practices:

- Consistent Data Entry: Ensure all project data is entered uniformly for accurate analysis.
- Regular Updates: Establish routines for schedule updates, risk reviews, and issue logging.
- Clear Documentation: Maintain comprehensive records in SharePoint to support audits and

lessons learned.
- Stakeholder Engagement: Use collaborative platforms to keep stakeholders informed and

involved.
- Training: Ensure team members are proficient in both PRINCE2? principles and Microsoft tools.

Advantages and Challenges of Using Microsoft Tools with PRINCE2?
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2009

Advantages:

- Integration: Seamless integration between Project, Excel, SharePoint, and other Office tools
enhances workflow.

- Accessibility: Cloud-based SharePoint facilitates remote collaboration.
- Customization: Templates and dashboards can be tailored to specific project needs.
- Cost-Effectiveness: Many organizations already own Microsoft licenses, reducing additional

costs.

Challenges:

- Learning Curve: Effective use requires training and experience.
- Data Consistency: Maintaining data integrity across multiple tools can be complex.
- Scalability: For very large projects, dedicated project management software may be more

suitable.
- Process Rigor: Teams must rigorously follow structured processes to realize the full benefits.

Conclusion: A Synergistic Approach to Project Success

PRINCE2? 2009 provides a proven framework for structured project management, emphasizing
planning, control, and continuous improvement. When combined with Microsoft tools?particularly
Microsoft Project for scheduling, Excel for data analysis, and SharePoint for collaboration?project
managers gain a comprehensive ecosystem capable of supporting complex projects from initiation
to closure.

This synergy enhances visibility, accountability, and responsiveness, enabling organizations to
deliver projects efficiently while maintaining rigorous control. While challenges exist, disciplined
application of best practices can mitigate risks, making Microsoft-powered PRINCE2? planning and
control a compelling choice for modern project management.

In summary, harnessing Microsoft tools effectively transforms PRINCE2? principles into practical,
day-to-day management activities, ultimately driving project success in a competitive, digital
landscape.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of planning in PRINCE2 2009 using Microsoft tools?
Planning in PRINCE2 2009 using Microsoft tools aims to define and coordinate project activities,
establish baselines, and facilitate effective control and communication throughout the project
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lifecycle. Which Microsoft applications are most commonly used for PRINCE2 2009 planning and
control? Microsoft Project, Excel, and PowerPoint are most commonly used for creating project
schedules, tracking progress, and reporting in PRINCE2 2009 projects. How does Microsoft Project
support PRINCE2 2009's planning processes? Microsoft Project provides tools to develop detailed
schedules, assign resources, set baselines, and monitor progress, aligning with PRINCE2's focus
on structured planning and control. What are key steps in using Microsoft Excel for PRINCE2 2009
project control? Key steps include creating tracking sheets for milestones and issues, updating
progress regularly, and generating reports to compare planned versus actual performance. How can
reporting in PRINCE2 2009 be enhanced using Microsoft PowerPoint? PowerPoint can be used to
create visual project dashboards, status summaries, and presentation updates for stakeholders,
enhancing communication and decision-making. What are best practices for integrating Microsoft
tools in PRINCE2 2009 planning and control? Best practices include establishing clear templates,
maintaining consistent data entry, linking Microsoft Project with Excel for data analysis, and regularly
updating project information. How does Microsoft Teams support PRINCE2 2009 project control
activities? Microsoft Teams facilitates collaboration, real-time communication, document sharing,
and meeting management, which are essential for effective project control. What are common
challenges when using Microsoft tools for PRINCE2 2009 planning and control? Common
challenges include data inconsistency, lack of user training, version control issues, and integrating
multiple tools effectively for seamless project management. Can Microsoft Planner be used in
PRINCE2 2009 projects, and if so, how? Yes, Microsoft Planner can be used to organize tasks,
assign responsibilities, and track progress at a team level, supporting PRINCE2's focus on defined
roles and responsibilities. How important is regular updating and monitoring in PRINCE2 2009 when
using Microsoft tools? Regular updating and monitoring are crucial to ensure the project stays on
track, enables early identification of issues, and supports informed decision-making consistent with
PRINCE2 principles. 
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