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Economics Course Unit 24 Development Economics offers a comprehensive exploration of the
critical issues surrounding economic development, particularly in low-income and developing
countries. This unit aims to equip students with an understanding of the theories, policies, and
strategies that can foster sustainable growth, reduce poverty, and improve living standards across
diverse economies. As development economics plays a vital role in shaping global economic
policies, mastering this subject is essential for aspiring economists, policymakers, and development
practitioners.

Introduction to Development Economics
Development economics is a branch of economics that focuses on improving the economic
well-being of people in developing countries. It examines the causes and solutions to issues such as
poverty, inequality, unemployment, and underdevelopment.
What is Development Economics?
- A field that analyzes the economic aspects of the development process in low-income countries.
- It explores how economies grow, how income distribution affects development, and what
policies can promote sustainable progress.
- It combines theoretical frameworks with practical policy applications aimed at improving quality
of life.
Importance of Development Economics
- Guides policymakers in designing effective strategies to combat poverty.

- Helps identify barriers to growth and development.
- Promotes understanding of social, political, and environmental factors influencing development.

Key Concepts in Development Economics
Understanding fundamental concepts is crucial for analyzing development issues effectively.

Economic Growth vs. Economic Development
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- Economic Growth: An increase in a country?s output of goods and services, typically measured
by GDP.

- Economic Development: Broader than growth; includes improvements in health, education,
living standards, and income distribution.

Indicators of Development
- Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita
- Human Development Index (HDI)
- Poverty headcount ratio

- Gini coefficient (inequality measure)
- Literacy rates and life expectancy

Factors Affecting Development
- Natural resources
- Human capital (education, skills)
- Physical capital (infrastructure, machinery)

- Institutional quality (governance, legal systems)
- Technological progress

Theories of Economic Development
Various theories explain how economies develop and what factors are most influential.
Classical and Neo-Classical Theories

- Emphasize the role of capital accumulation, technological progress, and free markets.

- Belief that economic growth results from savings, investment, and innovation.
Structuralist Theories

- Focus on structural changes within economies, such as diversification from agriculture to
industry.

- Highlight barriers like lack of infrastructure and education.

Dependency Theory
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- Argues that developing countries are exploited by developed nations.
- Development is hindered by international economic systems favoring rich countries.

Modern Growth Theories

- Include endogenous growth models emphasizing innovation and human capital.
- Stress the importance of policy interventions to sustain growth.

Development Policies and Strategies
Effective policies are essential to promote sustainable development and reduce poverty.

Types of Development Policies

- Growth-Oriented Policies: Focus on boosting GDP through investment and productivity
improvements.

- Poverty Reduction Policies: Target the most disadvantaged groups, such as social safety nets
and access to education.

- Structural Policies: Aim to diversify the economy and reduce dependence on a narrow range
of commodities or sectors.

- Institutional Reforms: Improve governance, property rights, and legal frameworks.

- Environmental Policies: Promote sustainable use of natural resources.

Strategies for Sustainable Development

- Promoting education and human capital development
- Encouraging technological innovation and adoption

- Improving infrastructure and connectivity

- Fostering inclusive growth to reduce inequality

- Enhancing access to healthcare and social services

Challenges in Development Economics

Despite the wealth of strategies, developing countries face numerous obstacles.

Common Challenges
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- Poverty and income inequality

- Limited access to quality education and healthcare
- Weak institutional frameworks and corruption

- Inadequate infrastructure

- Dependence on volatile commodities

- Environmental degradation and climate change

Addressing these Challenges

- Implementing targeted social policies.

- Strengthening institutions and governance.
- Diversifying economies.

- Investing in sustainable infrastructure.

- Promoting regional integration and trade.

Role of International Organizations

Global institutions play a significant role in development economics through aid, funding, and policy
advice.

Key Organizations

- United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
- World Bank

- International Monetary Fund (IMF)

- World Trade Organization (WTO)

- Regional development banks

Impact of International Aid and Investment
- Provide financial resources for infrastructure and social programs.
- Support capacity-building and policy reforms.

- Promote sustainable projects aligned with development goals.

Development Economics and Global Trends

Tracking global trends helps understand the evolving landscape of development.
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Key Trends

- Rapid growth of emerging markets like China and India

- Digital transformation and technology-driven development

- Climate change impacting vulnerable economies

- Urbanization and demographic shifts

- Focus on inclusive and sustainable development goals (SDGS)

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

- A set of 17 goals aimed at ending poverty, protecting the planet, and ensuring prosperity for all
by 2030.
- Includes targets such as zero hunger, quality education, clean water, and reduced inequalities.

Conclusion

Development economics is a vital field that seeks to understand and address the multifaceted
challenges faced by developing nations. Through a combination of theoretical insights and practical
policy measures, it strives to promote equitable growth, eradicate poverty, and ensure sustainable
development. As global interconnectedness increases, the importance of development economics in
shaping future policies and strategies becomes even more pronounced. Aspiring economists and
policymakers must stay informed about emerging trends and innovative solutions to foster a more
inclusive and sustainable world.

This detailed overview of economics course unit 24 development economics provides a foundational
understanding of the core concepts, theories, policies, and global challenges in the field of
development economics. Whether you are a student, educator, or policy advocate, mastering these
topics is essential for contributing to meaningful development initiatives worldwide.

Development Economics is a vital branch of economics that examines the dynamics of economic
growth, structural change, and the improvement of living standards in developing countries. As part
of the Unit 24 syllabus, this course module offers comprehensive insights into the multifaceted
processes that shape economic development, the challenges faced by less developed nations, and
the strategies that can promote sustainable progress. This article provides an in-depth review of the
core concepts, theories, and practical applications covered in Development Economics Unit 24,
helping students and enthusiasts understand its significance and utility.

Introduction to Development Economics
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Development Economics explores the economic aspects of underdevelopment and strategies to
foster growth in poorer nations. Unlike traditional economics, which often assumes a relatively
uniform set of economic behaviors, development economics acknowledges the unique social,
political, and cultural factors influencing growth trajectories in different countries.

The course begins by defining key concepts such as economic growth, development, and the
criteria used to measure progress (GDP per capita, Human Development Index, etc.). It emphasizes
that development is not purely about increasing income but also involves improving health,
education, and overall well-being.

Features of Development Economics:

- Focuses on low-income and middle-income countries

- Emphasizes multidimensional aspects of development

- Considers social, political, and environmental factors

- Analyzes both microeconomic and macroeconomic policies
Pros:

- Provides a holistic framework for understanding global disparities

- Encourages policies aimed at sustainable and inclusive growth

- Highlights the importance of structural change and institutions
Cons:

- Complex interplay of factors can make policy design challenging

- Data limitations in developing countries may hinder analysis
- Risk of oversimplification in applying theories universally

Theories of Economic Development

Understanding the theoretical foundations is crucial for analyzing development issues. The course
covers various models and theories that explain how economies develop over time.

1. Rostow?s Stages of Growth

This linear model suggests that economies progress through five stages: traditional society,
preconditions for takeoff, takeoff, drive to maturity, and age of high mass consumption. It
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underscores the importance of investment, technological progress, and institutional change.
Features:
- Emphasizes a step-by-step progression
- Highlights the role of technological advancement and capital accumulation
Critiques:
- Oversimplifies complex development paths
- Ignores political, social, and cultural factors
- Assumes all countries follow similar trajectories
2. The Structuralist Approach
This approach emphasizes the importance of structural factors such as land distribution, industry
structure, and the role of the state in guiding development. It advocates for interventionist policies to
correct structural imbalances.
Features:
- Focus on structural barriers to growth
- Supports active government involvement
Pros:
- Addresses inequality and social issues
- Recognizes the importance of institutional change
Cons:
- Risk of government failure

- Can lead to excessive bureaucratic control

3. Dependency Theory
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This theory argues that underdevelopment results from historical and ongoing exploitation by
developed nations. It suggests that peripheral countries are dependent on core nations, which
hinders their development.
Features:

- Focuses on global power dynamics

- Calls for self-reliance and de-linking from global markets
Critiques:

- May underestimate internal factors affecting development
- Can discourage integration into the global economy

Measurement of Development
Quantifying development is fundamental to assessing progress and formulating policies. The course

discusses various indicators:

- Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita
- Human Development Index (HDI): combines income, health, and education
- Poverty indices (e.g., Multidimensional Poverty Index)
- Gini coefficient: measures income inequality
Advantages of HDI:
- Provides a broader view than GDP alone
- Incorporates social dimensions
Limitations:

- Data reliability issues
- May overlook environmental sustainability

Causes of Underdevelopment
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The course examines multiple factors impeding economic progress:

- Low levels of savings and investment: Limits capital formation

- Poor infrastructure: Hinders productivity and access to services

- Limited access to education and healthcare: Restricts human capital development
- Political instability: Discourages investment and policy continuity

- Weak institutions: Lead to corruption and inefficiency

- External factors: Such as colonial legacy, unfair trade terms, and debt burdens

Strategies for Development

Effective strategies are crucial for fostering sustainable growth. The course explores various policy
options:

1. Import Substitution Industrialization (I1SI)
Aimed at reducing reliance on imports by promoting domestic industries.
Features:

- Tariffs and quotas to protect nascent industries

- Focus on developing manufacturing sectors
Pros:

- Encourages local industry growth

- Creates employment
Cons:

- Often leads to inefficiency

- May foster complacency and protectionism
2. Export-Oriented Industrialization

Focuses on developing industries for export markets to earn foreign exchange and stimulate growth.
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Features:
- Incentives for export firms
- Integration into global value chains
Pros:
- Access to larger markets
- Accelerates technological transfer
Cons:
- Vulnerability to global market fluctuations
- Risk of resource depletion

3. Human Capital Development

Investments in education, health, and skills training are vital for long-term growth.

Features:

- Free or subsidized education

- Healthcare programs

Advantages:

- Enhances productivity

- Reduces inequality

Challenges:

- Requires significant resource allocation

- Long gestation period before benefits materialize

4. Structural Reforms and Good Governance

Vol. 2024, Issue 1
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Strengthening institutions, reducing corruption, and improving policy frameworks are essential.
Features:
- Legal and regulatory reforms
- Strengthening property rights
Pros:
- Creates a conducive environment for investment
- Improves resource allocation
Cons:
- Resistance from vested interests
- Implementation complexities

Challenges in Development

Despite various strategies, developing countries face persistent hurdles:

- Poverty and inequality: Need for inclusive growth

- Environmental sustainability: Balancing growth with conservation

- External shocks: Commodity price volatility, financial crises

- Demographic pressures: Rapid population growth affecting resource distribution
- Globalization: Opportunities and risks associated with integration

Role of International Organizations

The course highlights the importance of organizations such as the World Bank, IMF, UNDP, and
regional development banks in providing financial aid, technical assistance, and policy advisory
services.

Features:

- Offer concessional loans and grants
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- Facilitate knowledge sharing and best practices
- Support capacity-building initiatives

Pros:

- Mobilize resources for development projects
- Promote international cooperation

Cons:

- Concerns over conditionality and sovereignty
- Debates about the effectiveness of aid

Conclusion and Critical Reflection

Development Economics Unit 24 offers a comprehensive framework for understanding the complex
processes involved in economic development. It emphasizes that growth is multidimensional,
requiring a mix of policies addressing structural issues, human capital, institutional quality, and
global integration. The course encourages critical thinking about the suitability of various strategies,
recognizing that there is no one-size-fits-all solution.

Strengths of the Course:

- Holistic approach covering economic, social, and political factors
- Incorporates diverse theories and models
- Emphasizes empirical measurement and policy relevance

Limitations:

- Theoretical models may oversimplify real-world complexities
- Data constraints can limit analysis
- Implementation challenges in real-world settings

Ultimately, development economics as presented in Unit 24 provides essential insights for
policymakers, economists, and students aiming to understand and contribute to the reduction of
global inequalities. It underscores the importance of tailored, context-specific strategies and the
need for sustained commitment to inclusive and sustainable development.
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This detailed exploration affirms that development is a multifaceted journey requiring coordinated
efforts across all sectors of society and the international community. As the global landscape
evolves, so too must the theories and policies to ensure that progress benefits all segments of
society, fostering a more equitable and prosperous world.

QuestionAnswer What are the main objectives of development economics as covered in Unit 24?
The main objectives include understanding how to improve the economic well-being of developing
countries, reducing poverty, promoting sustainable growth, and addressing structural issues that
hinder development. How does the concept of sustainable development feature in Unit 24?
Sustainable development in Unit 24 emphasizes balancing economic growth with environmental
protection and social equity to ensure long-term prosperity without depleting resources. What are
the key challenges faced by developing countries according to development economics?
Challenges include low income levels, high poverty rates, inadequate infrastructure, limited access
to education and healthcare, political instability, and reliance on primary commodities. How do
foreign aid and international trade impact developing economies in Unit 247 Foreign aid can provide
necessary funding for development projects, but may create dependency; international trade can
promote growth but can also lead to economic vulnerabilities if not managed properly. What role do
institutions and governance play in development economics? Strong institutions and good
governance are crucial for effective resource allocation, reducing corruption, and creating an
environment conducive to sustainable economic growth. How does human capital development
influence economic growth in developing countries? Investing in education, health, and skills
improves productivity, innovation, and labor quality, which are essential drivers of sustained
economic growth. What are the debates surrounding the effectiveness of microfinance in
development economics? Debates focus on whether microfinance effectively reduces poverty and
empowers individuals, or if it can lead to over-indebtedness and limited long-term impact. How does
income inequality relate to development in Unit 24? High income inequality can hinder overall
development by limiting social cohesion, reducing access to opportunities, and leading to social and
economic instability, despite economic growth.

Related keywords: development economics, economic growth, income inequality, sustainable
development, development policy, economic development, poverty alleviation, globalization,
structural transformation, human capital

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS ECONOMICS BY

Department of Economics Economics By is a comprehensive academic discipline dedicated to
understanding how societies allocate scarce resources to meet unlimited wants and needs. As a
fundamental pillar of social sciences, economics explores the mechanisms behind production,
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distribution, and consumption of goods and services. The department of economics plays a vital role
in shaping policies, fostering research, and developing analytical tools that help address complex
economic challenges in both local and global contexts.

In this article, we delve into the multifaceted world of the department of economics, examining its
core functions, academic offerings, research areas, career prospects, and its significance in today's
interconnected world.

Understanding the Department of Economics

The department of economics is an academic division within universities and colleges that focuses
on teaching and research related to economic theories, models, and applications. It aims to equip
students with critical thinking skills, quantitative analysis capabilities, and an understanding of
economic principles that influence decision-making at individual, corporate, and governmental
levels.

Core Objectives of the Department

- To provide a solid foundation in economic theories and principles

- To develop analytical and quantitative skills for economic analysis

- To foster research and innovation in economic thought

- To prepare students for careers in academia, government, finance, and industry
- To contribute to policy development and societal well-being

Key Components of the Department

- Undergraduate Programs: Bachelor?s degrees in Economics, often combined with other
disciplines

- Graduate Programs: Master?s and Ph.D. programs focusing on advanced research and
specialization

- Research Centers: Facilities dedicated to applied research, policy analysis, and economic
modeling

- Faculty: Professors, researchers, and industry experts who contribute to teaching and scholarly
work

Academic Offerings and Specializations

The department of economics offers a range of academic programs designed to cater to diverse
interests and career goals. These programs often include core courses, electives, and specialization
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tracks.

Undergraduate Programs

- Bachelor of Arts (BA) or Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics
- Combined degrees (e.g., Economics and Political Science, Economics and Business)
- Focus on foundational economic theories, mathematics, and statistics

Graduate Programs

- Master of Economics (ME) or Master of Business Economics
- Ph.D. in Economics for those interested in academic or high-level research careers
- Emphasis on econometrics, microeconomic and macroeconomic theory, and policy analysis

Specializations and Research Areas

- Microeconomics

- Macroeconomics

- Development Economics
- International Economics

- Environmental Economics
- Behavioral Economics

- Public Economics

- Financial Economics

- Health Economics

Research and Impact of the Department of Economics

Research is a cornerstone of the department of economics. Faculty and students often collaborate
on projects that influence policy and improve understanding of economic phenomena.

Key Research Areas

- Economic Development: Strategies for improving living standards and reducing poverty
- Public Policy: Taxation, government spending, and social welfare programs

- Financial Markets: Market efficiency, banking stability, and investment analysis

- Environmental Economics: Sustainable development and resource management
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- Labor Economics: Employment, wages, and labor market policies

Impact on Society and Policy

- Informing government policies to foster economic stability and growth

- Providing insights into global trade and financial systems

- Addressing pressing issues such as inequality, climate change, and economic crises
- Supporting development initiatives through empirical research

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates from the department of economics are highly sought after in various sectors due to their
analytical skills and understanding of economic systems.

Potential Career Paths

- Economist in government agencies or international organizations
- Financial analyst or investment banker

- Policy advisor or consultant

- Research analyst in think tanks and research institutions

- Academic researcher or university professor

- Data analyst or quantitative analyst in tech firms

- Entrepreneur or business strategist

Skills Developed

- Quantitative and statistical analysis

- Critical thinking and problem-solving

- Data interpretation and economic modeling
- Policy analysis and evaluation

- Effective communication of complex ideas

The Significance of the Department of Economics in Today's World

In an era characterized by rapid technological advancements, globalization, and complex economic
challenges, the department of economics holds immense importance.

Addressing Global Challenges
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- Climate change and environmental sustainability

- Economic inequality and social justice

- Financial stability and crisis prevention

- Technological disruptions and workforce adaptation

Fostering Innovation and Policy Development

- Utilizing big data and machine learning for economic forecasting
- Designing effective fiscal and monetary policies
- Promoting sustainable economic growth

Enhancing Decision-Making

- Providing governments and businesses with evidence-based insights
- Supporting informed policy-making to improve societal welfare

Conclusion

The department of economics, often described as "economics by," is a vital academic field that
combines theoretical knowledge with practical application. Its diverse programs, rigorous research,
and societal impact make it an essential component of higher education institutions worldwide.
Whether students seek careers in policy, finance, academia, or industry, a solid foundation in
economics opens doors to influential and rewarding opportunities. As the world faces ongoing
economic uncertainties and transformations, the role of the department of economics remains more
relevant than ever, guiding informed decision-making and fostering sustainable development for
future generations.

Department of Economics

Introduction: The Significance of a Robust Economics Department

In the landscape of higher education, the Department of Economics stands as a cornerstone for
cultivating analytical thinkers, policy advisors, and innovative researchers. Renowned for its
comprehensive curriculum, distinguished faculty, and research output, an economics department not
only shapes students' understanding of markets and human behavior but also influences societal
and governmental policies globally. As an expert review, this article explores the critical elements
that define a top-tier economics department, evaluates its core strengths, and highlights the
transformative role it plays in academic and real-world settings.
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Core Components of an Exemplary Economics Department

An effective economics department encompasses several fundamental components that together
create an environment conducive to academic excellence, research innovation, and student
development. These include faculty expertise, curriculum design, research facilities, industry
collaboration, and student support services.

Faculty Expertise and Leadership

At the heart of any department lies its faculty. An outstanding economics department boasts a
diverse faculty with expertise spanning various subfields such as macroeconomics,
microeconomics, econometrics, development economics, behavioral economics, and international
economics.

Key attributes include:

- Academic Credentials: Faculty members often hold doctorates from leading institutions,
ensuring a high level of scholarship and credibility.

- Research Contributions: Professors actively publish in top-tier journals, influence policy, and
participate in renowned conferences.

- Diverse Perspectives: Inclusion of economists from different cultural, geographic, and
theoretical backgrounds fosters a richer learning environment.

- Mentorship and Teaching Excellence: Faculty committed to mentoring students and fostering
critical thinking are pivotal to student success.

Curriculum Design and Educational Approach

A well-structured curriculum balances foundational theories with contemporary issues, emphasizing
both quantitative and qualitative skills.

Features of a comprehensive curriculum:

- Core Courses: Microeconomics, macroeconomics, statistics, and econometrics form the
backbone.

- Electives and Specializations: Fields like environmental economics, health economics, financial
economics, and behavioral economics allow students to tailor their studies.

- Practical Skills: Emphasis on data analysis, programming (e.g., R, Python), and policy
evaluation.

- Interdisciplinary Integration: Courses that intersect with politics, sociology, and technology
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prepare students for complex real-world problems.

Innovative Teaching Methods:

- Case studies, simulations, and experiential learning.
- Use of online platforms and digital resources.
- Collaborative projects with industry and government agencies.

Research and Innovation Infrastructure
The vitality of an economics department is reflected in its research output and infrastructure.

Essential elements include:

- Research Centers: Specialized institutes focusing on areas such as development studies, fiscal
policy, or behavioral science.

- Data Facilities: Access to economic databases (e.g., World Bank, IMF, national statistics), labs,
and computational resources.

- Funding and Grants: Active pursuit of research funding from governmental and private sources
to foster innovative projects.

- Publication and Dissemination: Encouragement of faculty and students to publish findings,
participate in conferences, and influence policy debates.

Impact and Global Recognition

A department's reputation is often gauged by its contribution to academia and society at large.
Leading economics departments influence policy, contribute to economic modeling and forecasting,
and produce influential research that shapes national and international strategies.

Research Output and Publications

High-quality research published in peer-reviewed journals advances economic theory and practice.
Departments that consistently produce impactful publications tend to attract top students and

faculty.

Notable indicators include:

- Number of publications in top-tier journals.
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- Citations and academic influence.
- Interdisciplinary collaborations.

Alumni and Industry Connections

Strong industry networks and alumni success stories serve as testimonials to a department?s
quality.

Alumni roles include:
- Policy advisors at governmental agencies.
- Economists in international organizations like the IMF or World Bank.

- Researchers at think tanks and academia.
- Leaders in finance, consulting, and entrepreneurship.

Special Features of Leading Economics Departments
Some departments distinguish themselves through unique offerings and strategic initiatives.
Interdisciplinary Programs

Integrating economics with data science, political science, public health, or environmental studies
prepares students for multifaceted challenges.

Global Engagement and Partnerships

Collaborations with international universities, research institutions, and governmental bodies foster
cross-cultural exchanges and joint research initiatives.

Focus on Policy and Society

Departments emphasizing policy implications and societal impact train students to become change
agents.

Activities include:
- Policy labs.

- Consulting projects.
- Public seminars and forums.
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Emphasis on Sustainability and Ethics

Incorporating environmental and ethical considerations into economic analysis aligns with global
priorities on sustainable development.

Choosing the Right Economics Department: What Prospective
Students Should Consider

For students contemplating their academic future, understanding the strengths and focus areas of a
department is crucial.

Key considerations:

- Faculty expertise and research interests.

- Curriculum flexibility and specialization options.

- Research opportunities and funding availability.

- Industry and internship partnerships.

- Graduate success rates and employment outcomes.
- International exposure and exchange programs.

Conclusion: The Transformative Power of a Strong Economics
Department

In an era marked by rapid technological change, global interconnectedness, and complex economic
challenges, a robust Department of Economics serves as a vital engine for knowledge creation and

societal progress. Whether through pioneering research, shaping policy, or preparing future leaders,
top-tier departments exert a profound influence that extends well beyond university walls.

Investing in an exceptional economics department is not merely about academic excellence; it is
about fostering a deeper understanding of human behavior, societal dynamics, and sustainable
development. As stakeholders?students, educators, policymakers, and society at large?recognize
its significance, the department?s role in shaping a better future becomes ever more essential.

In summary, a distinguished Department of Economics combines expert faculty, innovative curricula,
extensive research infrastructure, and societal engagement to produce influential scholars and
policymakers. Its impact resonates in the corridors of academia and the corridors of power, making it
a pivotal element in addressing the economic challenges of today and tomorrow.

QuestionAnswer What is the primary focus of the Department of Economics? The Department of
Economics primarily focuses on studying how individuals, businesses, and governments make
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choices regarding the allocation of resources, analyzing economic behavior, and understanding
market dynamics. How does the Department of Economics by university contribute to student career
development? It provides students with analytical skills, economic theory knowledge, and practical
experience through research and internships, preparing them for careers in finance, policy analysis,
consulting, and academia. What are the key courses offered by the Department of Economics? Key
courses typically include Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Econometrics, Development
Economics, International Economics, and Public Policy. How does the Department of Economics
incorporate current economic trends into its curriculum? It updates its curriculum regularly to include
topics like behavioral economics, digital currencies, global trade issues, and sustainability to ensure
students are engaged with contemporary economic challenges. What research areas are prominent
within the Department of Economics? Prominent research areas include behavioral economics,
environmental economics, health economics, development economics, and monetary policy. How
can students engage with the Department of Economics beyond coursework? Students can
participate in research projects, internships, economics clubs, seminars, and conferences organized
by the department to enhance their practical understanding and network with professionals.
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