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Cibse TM23 Testing Buildings for Air Leakage

Cibse TM23 testing buildings for air leakage is a vital procedure aimed at assessing the
airtightness of a building's envelope, ensuring energy efficiency, indoor air quality, and occupant
comfort. As buildings become more energy-conscious, understanding and controlling air leakage
has gained increased importance. The CIBSE TM23 (Chartered Institution of Building Services
Engineers Technical Memorandum 23) provides comprehensive guidance on how to systematically
test, measure, and interpret air leakage in buildings. This article explores the significance of air
leakage testing, the methodology prescribed by TM23, the benefits of such testing, and best
practices for successful implementation.

Understanding Air Leakage and Its Impact

What is Air Leakage?

Air leakage refers to the unintentional or uncontrolled flow of air through gaps, cracks, and openings
in a building's envelope?walls, roofs, windows, doors, and other penetrations. These leaks can
occur due to construction imperfections, aging, or design choices and can significantly affect a
building's performance.

Why is Air Leakage Important?

Air leakage has multiple implications, including:

- Energy Loss: Uncontrolled air movement increases heating and cooling demands, leading to
higher energy bills.

- Indoor Air Quality: Excessive leakage can introduce pollutants or cause drafts, impacting
occupant health.

- Comfort: Drafts and temperature fluctuations caused by leaks reduce occupant comfort.
- Building Durability: Moisture ingress through leaks can cause deterioration of structural

components.
- Environmental Impact: Higher energy consumption results in increased carbon emissions.

The Role of CIBSE TM23 in Air Leakage Testing
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Overview of CIBSE TM23

CIBSE TM23 is a technical guidance document issued by the Chartered Institution of Building
Services Engineers that offers a standardized methodology for testing and assessing the
airtightness of buildings. It aims to provide a consistent approach that enables building professionals
to compare results, identify leakage paths, and develop strategies for improvement.

Objectives of TM23

- Establish uniform testing procedures.
- Define acceptable airtightness performance benchmarks.
- Assist in diagnosing leakage issues.
- Support compliance with energy efficiency standards and regulations.

Methodology for Air Leakage Testing According to TM23

Preparation Phase

Before conducting the test, several preparatory steps are essential:

- Identify all openings: Including windows, doors, vents, and service penetrations.
- Seal or isolate specific areas: Sometimes necessary to isolate parts of the building for targeted

testing.
- Ensure equipment calibration: All testing instruments must be calibrated according to

manufacturer specifications.
- Notify occupants: To ensure safety and cooperation during testing.

Testing Equipment

The primary equipment used in TM23 testing includes:

- Blower door fan: Installed into an external doorway to control and measure airflow.
- Manometers or pressure gauges: To measure pressure differentials.
- Data logging devices: To record pressure and airflow data over time.

Testing Procedure

The testing process generally follows these steps:
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- Baseline Measurement

- Measure the existing pressure difference without any mechanical assistance to understand
natural infiltration.

- Pressurization and Depressurization

- Use the blower door fan to pressurize or depressurize the building to a standard test pressure,
typically 50 Pa (pascals).

- Maintain this pressure for a specific duration to reach equilibrium.

- Data Collection

- Record airflow rates at the specified test pressure.
- Conduct multiple tests to ensure consistency and reproducibility.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

- Calculate the Air Permeability: Usually expressed as air changes per hour at 50 Pa (ACH50).
- Use the data to determine leakage flow rates and identify potential leak paths.
- Compare results against industry standards or performance targets.

Key Metrics and Standards in Air Leakage Testing

Air Changes per Hour (ACH50)

- Represents the number of times the building's volume is exchanged with outside air at 50 Pa.
- Typical benchmarks:
- Well-sealed buildings: ACH50 
- Average buildings: ACH50 between 3 and 10
- Poorly sealed buildings: ACH50 > 10

Specific Leakage Area (SLA)
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- The area of leaks per unit of building envelope area.
- Useful for comparing leakage performance across different buildings.

Pass/Fail Criteria

- Depending on the building type and standards, acceptable thresholds are set.
- For example, new energy-efficient buildings might aim for ACH50 

Benefits of Conducting Air Leakage Tests

Energy Efficiency

- Reducing air leakage significantly cuts heating and cooling costs.
- Helps meet building regulations and certification standards like Passivhaus or BREEAM.

Indoor Comfort and Air Quality

- Minimizes drafts and temperature stratification.
- Ensures controlled ventilation, reducing infiltration of pollutants.

Building Durability and Maintenance

- Limits moisture ingress, preventing mold, rot, and structural damage.
- Extends the lifespan of building components.

Legal and Regulatory Compliance

- Many building regulations now mandate airtightness testing.
- Data can support warranty claims or certification processes.

Best Practices for Effective Air Leakage Testing

Comprehensive Building Preparation

- Seal all intentional openings (windows, doors) during testing.
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- Remove obstructions that might affect airflow measurement.
- Use appropriate sealing techniques to prevent leaks during the test.

Accurate Data Collection

- Ensure testing equipment is calibrated.
- Conduct multiple tests to verify consistency.
- Record ambient conditions, such as temperature and wind speed, which can influence results.

Post-Test Analysis

- Investigate and locate leaks using smoke pencils, infrared cameras, or tracer gases.
- Prioritize sealing efforts based on leak severity and location.

Continuous Improvement

- Incorporate airtightness into the design and construction phases.
- Use the test results to inform future projects and improve construction quality.

Challenges and Limitations of Air Leakage Testing

Accessibility and Building Complexity

- Large or complex buildings may pose difficulties in sealing and testing all areas effectively.

External Factors

- Wind, temperature differences, and atmospheric conditions can influence test results.

Cost and Time

- Testing requires specialized equipment and trained personnel, which may incur additional costs.

Interpretation of Results
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- Variability in measurements necessitates careful analysis and understanding of context.

Innovations and Future Trends in Air Leakage Testing

Advanced Testing Technologies

- Use of infrared thermography and tracer gases for pinpointing leaks.
- Automated blower door systems with real-time data analysis.

Integration with Building Design

- Incorporating airtightness considerations from the early design stages.
- Use of Building Information Modeling (BIM) to simulate and predict airtightness performance.

Regulatory Developments

- Stricter standards and certifications driving the adoption of rigorous testing protocols.
- Mandates for continuous commissioning and monitoring post-occupancy.

Conclusion

Cibse TM23 testing buildings for air leakage is a fundamental component of modern building
performance assessment. By providing standardized procedures for measuring and analyzing air
infiltration, TM23 helps building professionals ensure that structures meet energy efficiency targets,
provide healthy indoor environments, and maintain durability. As the emphasis on sustainable
construction intensifies, the importance of accurate airtightness testing and continuous improvement
in building envelope performance will only grow. Embracing best practices, leveraging advanced
technologies, and adhering to TM23 guidelines enable the creation of buildings that are not only
compliant but also comfortable, resilient, and environmentally responsible.
 
CIBSE TM23 Testing Buildings for Air Leakage is an essential guideline that has significantly
influenced the way building air tightness is assessed and managed in the UK. As buildings become
increasingly energy-efficient, understanding and controlling air leakage has become crucial for
reducing energy consumption, improving indoor air quality, and ensuring compliance with building
regulations. CIBSE TM23 provides comprehensive methodology, best practices, and considerations
for testing buildings for air leakage, making it a cornerstone document for professionals in building
services, energy management, and construction industries.
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Introduction to CIBSE TM23

CIBSE TM23, titled "Testing buildings for air leakage", is a technical memorandum published by the
Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE). It offers detailed guidance on
conducting air leakage tests, interpreting results, and applying findings to improve building
performance. The document emphasizes the importance of accurate testing to identify leaks,
quantify air infiltration, and develop strategies for air tightness improvements.

The core aim of TM23 is to standardize testing procedures, ensure reliability of results, and facilitate
better design and retrofit practices. As energy codes and sustainability standards become more
stringent, the relevance of TM23 has grown, making it a key reference for architects, engineers,
contractors, and building managers.

Understanding the Importance of Air Leakage Testing

Air leakage testing measures the unintended flow of air through gaps, cracks, and openings in a
building's envelope. Excessive leakage leads to increased energy consumption for heating and
cooling, poor indoor air quality, and discomfort for occupants. By accurately assessing air tightness,
stakeholders can:

- Identify and locate leaks in the building envelope
- Quantify the rate of air infiltration/exfiltration
- Inform retrofit strategies to improve energy efficiency
- Ensure compliance with building regulations and standards
- Enhance occupant comfort and indoor air quality

CIBSE TM23 sets out standardized procedures to achieve these objectives with high precision and
repeatability.

Methodologies Outlined in TM23

1. Fan Pressurization Testing

The most common and reliable method detailed in TM23 involves fan pressurization testing, often
referred to as blower door testing. This method entails:

- Sealing the building's openings
- Using a calibrated fan to create a pressure difference (typically 50 Pa)
- Measuring the airflow required to maintain this pressure difference
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Features:

- Provides a quantifiable measure of airtightness, expressed as air changes per hour at 50 Pa
(ACH50)

- Can locate leaks through additional diagnostic techniques like tracer gas or thermal imaging

Pros:

- Accurate and repeatable
- Widely accepted by standards and regulations
- Useful for benchmarking and monitoring over time

Cons:

- Requires building to be sealed and accessible
- Can be disruptive during testing

2. Diagnostic and Trace Gas Methods

TM23 also discusses supplementary techniques such as tracer gas testing and thermal imaging to
identify leak locations. These methods are particularly useful for pinpointing leaks after initial
pressurization tests.

Testing Procedures and Best Practices

Preparation and Planning

Proper preparation is vital for reliable results:

- Ensuring all windows, doors, and vents are properly closed
- Removing or sealing movable elements that could skew results
- Ensuring the building is at a stable temperature and wind conditions are minimal
- Documenting the building's configuration before testing

Conducting the Test

Following TM23 guidelines, the testing process involves:
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- Installing a fan in an external or internal doorway
- Sealing the building envelope to prevent leaks around the fan
- Pressurizing or depressurizing the building to a standard pressure difference (50 Pa)
- Recording the airflow rate needed to maintain this pressure

The data collected is then used to calculate the building's air permeability.

Interpreting Results

Results are expressed as ACH50, which indicates the number of times the entire building volume is
exchanged with outside air per hour at 50 Pa pressure difference. Lower ACH50 values signify
better airtightness.

Applications and Implications of TM23 Testing

Building Design and New Construction

In new builds, TM23 testing informs design choices that aim for high air tightness, which is crucial
for achieving energy efficiency targets such as those specified in Building Regulations Part L and
the Passivhaus standard.

Retrofit and Refurbishment Projects

For existing buildings, TM23 provides a baseline for assessing current performance and identifying
areas for improvement. Retrofitting to improve airtightness can lead to significant energy savings
and better indoor environments.

Regulatory Compliance

Many UK regulations now require airtightness testing for new buildings and major renovations.
TM23 ensures that testing is consistent, reliable, and compliant with statutory requirements.

Advantages of Using CIBSE TM23

- Standardization: Provides a consistent methodology across different projects and practitioners.
- Reliability: Ensures accurate, repeatable results suitable for certification and compliance.
- Comprehensiveness: Covers everything from planning, testing, to interpretation.
- Facilitates Retrofit Planning: Helps identify leaks systematically, enabling targeted

improvements.
- Supports Sustainability Goals: Contributes to reduced energy use and carbon emissions.
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Limitations and Challenges

While TM23 offers a robust framework, some limitations and challenges should be acknowledged:

- Cost and Resources: Testing can be expensive and resource-intensive, especially for large or
complex buildings.

- Access and Sealing: Achieving a proper seal during testing can be difficult in buildings with
complex or inaccessible construction details.

- Environmental Factors: Wind, temperature, and humidity can influence results, requiring careful
planning and interpretation.

- Limited Diagnostic Detail: While effective in quantifying leakage, initial tests may not precisely
locate all leaks, necessitating supplementary diagnostics.

Future Trends and Developments in Air Leakage Testing

The field of air leakage testing continues to evolve with technological advancements:

- Enhanced Diagnostic Tools: Integration of thermal imaging and tracer gases for faster leak
detection.

- Automated Testing: Development of semi-automated or robotic testing methods for efficiency.
- Data Analytics: Utilizing big data and machine learning to interpret testing results and predict

leakage patterns.
- Standards Harmonization: Aligning UK practices with European and international standards for

consistency.

These trends aim to make testing more accessible, accurate, and cost-effective, further supporting
energy-efficient building design and operation.

Conclusion

CIBSE TM23 Testing Buildings for Air Leakage is a foundational document that promotes best
practices, standardization, and reliable assessment of building airtightness. Its comprehensive
approach benefits a broad spectrum of stakeholders?from designers and contractors to regulators
and building owners?by enabling precise identification of leaks, informing retrofit strategies, and
ensuring compliance with evolving energy standards. While challenges exist, the ongoing
advancements in testing technologies and methodologies promise to enhance the effectiveness and
efficiency of air leakage assessments, ultimately contributing to more sustainable, comfortable, and
energy-efficient buildings.
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In summary, TM23 remains an indispensable resource in the quest for better building performance,
guiding the industry toward higher standards of quality and environmental responsibility.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of CIBSE TM23 testing for buildings? CIBSE TM23
provides guidelines for testing and assessing the air leakage of buildings to improve energy
efficiency, indoor air quality, and building performance by identifying and reducing unintended air
infiltration and exfiltration. How is air leakage testing conducted according to CIBSE TM23? Testing
involves pressurizing or depressurizing the building using a fan or blower door and measuring the air
flow required to maintain a set pressure difference, thereby determining the building's air
permeability and leakage rates. What are the benefits of conducting TM23 air leakage tests on
commercial buildings? Benefits include enhanced energy efficiency, reduced heating and cooling
costs, improved occupant comfort, compliance with building regulations, and identification of areas
where sealing can be improved. Are there specific standards or thresholds for acceptable air
leakage levels in TM23 testing? Yes, TM23 provides guidance on acceptable leakage levels based
on building type and use, typically expressed in air changes per hour (ACH) or m³/h/m² at a
specified pressure; these thresholds help determine if remedial actions are necessary. How often
should buildings undergo air leakage testing under TM23 guidelines? While TM23 does not specify
a fixed frequency, it is recommended to conduct initial testing during commissioning and periodic
retesting during the building's lifecycle?especially after major renovations or sealing works?to
ensure continued performance. 

 
Related keywords: CIBSE TM23, building air leakage, airtightness testing, blower door test,
infiltration rate, building envelope, air permeability, leakage assessment, energy efficiency, building
performance

AIR LEAKAGE TEST COMMISSIONING CHECKPOINTS

Air leakage test commissioning checkpoints are essential procedures and evaluations
performed during the commissioning phase of a building or HVAC system to ensure that the building
envelope and mechanical systems are airtight and energy-efficient. Properly conducting these
checks helps identify leaks, improve indoor air quality, reduce energy consumption, and comply with
building codes and standards. This comprehensive process involves a series of systematic steps,
assessments, and documentation to verify that the air leakage rates meet the specified design and
performance criteria.

In this article, we will explore the critical checkpoints involved in the air leakage test commissioning
process, providing detailed guidance on how to plan, execute, and verify the testing procedures to
ensure optimal building performance.

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 11 of 22



cibse tm23 testing buildings for air leakage Manual Vol. 2024, Issue 12

Preparation for Air Leakage Testing

Review of Design Documents and Specifications

Before initiating any testing activities, it is crucial to thoroughly review the project?s design
documents, specifications, and relevant standards (such as ASHRAE, ASTM E779, or local building
codes). This review ensures clarity on:

- Expected air leakage rates and acceptable thresholds
- Locations of critical envelope penetrations
- Construction details of walls, roofs, and fenestrations
- Ventilation and exhaust system configurations

Documentation of Building Envelope and Systems

Gather all relevant construction drawings, material specifications, and existing test reports.
Document the following:

- Building envelope boundaries
- Air barrier types and installation quality
- Penetrations, joints, and seams
- Mechanical system layouts and exhaust/ventilation points

Scheduling and Coordination

Coordinate with construction teams, HVAC contractors, and commissioning agents to schedule
testing during the appropriate phase when construction is sufficiently complete but before
occupancy. Confirm that:

- Building is sealed (interior spaces are closed)
- Temporary openings are sealed or properly controlled
- HVAC systems are in operational mode as required

Equipment Preparation and Calibration

Ensure all testing equipment, such as blower doors, pressure gauges, and anemometers, are
calibrated and in good working condition. Prepare calibration certificates and conduct pre-test
checks to verify accuracy.

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 12 of 22



cibse tm23 testing buildings for air leakage Manual Vol. 2024, Issue 12

Pre-Testing Checklist

Sealing of Building Envelope

Prior to testing, verify that all necessary sealing measures are in place:

- Seal all intentional openings (e.g., vents, exhaust fans, HVAC registers)
- Close all exterior doors and windows
- Seal temporary penetrations or openings that are not part of the final assembly
- Ensure that interior doors are closed unless specified otherwise

Verification of Mechanical Systems

Check that all mechanical systems affecting air leakage are operational:

- Ventilation fans are running or turned off as per test protocol
- Exhaust systems are functioning normally
- Dampers and louvers are in the correct position

Installation of Testing Equipment

Set up blower door equipment at designated testing openings, ensuring:

- Proper sealing around the test equipment
- Correct calibration
- Clear signage and safety precautions

Air Leakage Testing Procedures

Baseline or Zero-Flow Test

Conduct a zero-flow or baseline test to ensure the integrity of the measurement setup, verifying that
no unintended leaks exist in the test setup.

Pressurization and Depressurization Tests

Perform standard blower door tests following ASTM E779 or equivalent standards:
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- Increase and decrease building pressure relative to ambient conditions
- Record pressure differences and airflow rates
- Measure the air leakage at specified pressure differentials (e.g., 75 Pa)

Multiple Test Points and Data Collection

Perform tests at various pressure levels (e.g., ±25 Pa, ±50 Pa, ±75 Pa) to understand the leakage
behavior under different conditions. Collect data on:

- Airflow rates
- Pressure differentials
- System responses

Detection and Localization of Leaks

Use supplementary methods to identify leak locations:

- Smoke pencils or infrared cameras
- Hand-held anemometers
- Fan pressurization techniques combined with visual inspection

Post-Testing Evaluation and Documentation

Analysis of Test Data

Calculate the building?s air change rate per hour (ACH), leakage rate, and compare with the design
criteria. Typical parameters include:

- Total air leakage at 75 Pa pressure (e.g., in CFM or m³/h)
- ACH50 (air changes per hour at 50 Pa)
- Leakage distribution and severity

Identification of Leakage Points

Document all leaks identified during testing, noting their locations, sizes, and severity. Use
photographs, sketches, and detailed descriptions to record findings.

Recommendations for Sealing and Repairs
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Based on the leakage points, prepare recommendations including:

- Sealing methods (e.g., gaskets, sealants, tapes)
- Repair priorities
- Verification of repairs through re-testing

Final Reporting and Certification

Compile a comprehensive report that includes:

- Test procedures and protocols followed
- Raw data and analysis
- Leak locations and severity
- Recommendations and corrective actions
- Compliance status with relevant standards

Critical Checkpoints During Air Leakage Test Commissioning

Ensuring Proper Equipment Calibration

- Confirm all measuring devices are calibrated to national or international standards.
- Conduct pre-test calibration checks.
- Document calibration certificates.

Sealing of Unintended Leaks and Openings

- Seal all openings not intended for the test.
- Ensure temporary seals are secure.
- Verify that all intentional openings are appropriately sealed or controlled.

Control of Mechanical Systems During Testing

- Decide whether systems such as HVAC or exhaust fans are to be on or off during testing.
- Maintain consistent system operation to ensure repeatability.
- Document system status during each test.
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Accurate Measurement and Data Recording

- Record pressure differentials accurately.
- Use a consistent method for data collection.
- Repeat tests to verify repeatability.

Leak Localization and Identification

- Use effective visualization tools.
- Verify leaks are not due to equipment setup errors.
- Confirm leak locations with visual inspection.

Data Analysis and Comparison with Standards

- Calculate leakage parameters as per relevant standards.
- Compare results against acceptable thresholds.
- Determine if remedial actions are necessary.

Post-Repair Verification

- Re-test after sealing leaks.
- Confirm reduction in leakage rates.
- Ensure compliance with performance criteria.

Documentation and Reporting

- Maintain detailed records of all tests.
- Include photos, sketches, and notes.
- Provide clear recommendations for improvements.

Conclusion

Effective air leakage test commissioning is a comprehensive process that ensures building
envelopes are airtight, energy-efficient, and compliant with standards. The success of this process
hinges on meticulous planning, precise execution, and thorough documentation. Key checkpoints
such as equipment calibration, proper sealing, controlled system operation, accurate data collection,
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and leak identification are vital to obtaining reliable results. Post-test analysis and corrective
measures ensure that leakage issues are addressed effectively, leading to enhanced building
performance and occupant comfort. By adhering to these detailed checkpoints, commissioning
agents and contractors can achieve optimal building envelope performance, reduce energy costs,
and contribute to sustainable building practices.
 
Air Leakage Test Commissioning Checkpoints: Ensuring Building Envelope Integrity

Air leakage testing, also known as blower door testing, is an essential component of building
commissioning, especially in energy-efficient and airtight constructions. Proper testing ensures that
the building envelope performs as designed, minimizing unwanted air infiltration and exfiltration,
which contributes to energy savings, occupant comfort, and indoor air quality. This comprehensive
review delves into the key commissioning checkpoints for air leakage tests, covering preparation,
execution, analysis, and post-test procedures.

Understanding the Importance of Air Leakage Testing

Before exploring the specific checkpoints, it?s important to grasp why air leakage testing is critical:

- Energy Efficiency: Uncontrolled air leaks can lead to increased heating and cooling loads,
raising energy costs.

- Indoor Air Quality: Excessive infiltration can introduce pollutants, dust, and allergens.
- Occupant Comfort: Drafts and uneven temperatures often result from air leaks.
- Building Durability: Moisture-laden air entering through leaks can cause condensation, mold,

and structural damage.
- Compliance: Many building codes and standards (e.g., ASHRAE, IECC, Passive House) require

verified air tightness.

Preparation for Air Leakage Testing

Proper preparation is the foundation of accurate and reliable air leakage testing. The following
checkpoints ensure readiness before conducting the test:

1. Documentation and Planning

- Review Construction Drawings and Specifications: Confirm the design intent related to
airtightness and identify critical air barriers.

- Establish Test Protocols: Define the test procedures, acceptable leakage limits, and reporting
formats.
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- Coordinate with Stakeholders: Inform contractors, building managers, and commissioning
agents about testing schedules and requirements.

2. Building System Readiness

- HVAC Systems: Should be turned off or set to a specific configuration to prevent interference.
- Interior Doors and Windows: All interior doors and windows should be closed and sealed as per

the test plan.
- Exterior Openings: Ensure all exterior doors and windows are closed, locked, and properly

sealed.
- Penetrations and Vents: Identify all penetrations (e.g., exhaust fans, HVAC vents, plumbing

stacks) and determine whether they are sealed or intentionally open. Document their status.
- Temporary Seals: Seal any known or scheduled openings not part of the building envelope

(e.g., construction gaps, temporary vents).

3. Equipment Calibration and Verification

- Blower Door and Ancillary Equipment: Calibrate instruments according to manufacturer
specifications.

- Manometers and Pressure Gauges: Ensure accuracy and proper functioning.
- Leakage Test Kits: Prepare all necessary accessories, including fans, pressure gauges, and

sealants.

4. Building Sealant Checks

- Inspect the Air Barrier: Confirm that the primary air barrier (e.g., sheathing, drywall, spray foam)
is intact and properly installed.

- Seal Penetrations: Verify that penetrations for utilities, vents, and other systems are sealed or
documented.

- Check Door and Window Seals: Ensure weatherstripping and gaskets are in good condition.

Execution of the Air Leakage Test

Once preparations are complete, execution involves meticulous adherence to procedures to ensure
data integrity:

1. Setting Up the Blower Door
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- Install the blower door frame and fan into a designated exterior door or window opening.
- Seal the perimeter thoroughly to prevent leaks around the frame.
- Connect pressure measurement sensors and verify their calibration.

2. Establishing Test Conditions

- Pressurization or Depressurization: Typically, tests are conducted at a standard pressure
differential (e.g., 50 Pa).

- Baseline Readings: Record ambient pressure and temperature to account for environmental
factors.

- Sealing the Building: Ensure all interior doors and windows are closed; exterior openings are
sealed.

3. Conducting the Test

- Incremental Testing: Increase or decrease pressure gradually to reach the target differential.
- Stabilization: Allow the pressure to stabilize before recording readings.
- Multiple Readings: Take multiple measurements at each pressure level to ensure consistency.
- Leak Detection: Use smoke pencils, infrared cameras, or ultrasonic leak detectors to identify

prominent leaks during the test.

4. Data Recording and Documentation

- Record airflow rates at the set pressure differentials.
- Note environmental conditions (temperature, humidity).
- Capture photographic evidence of leaks, if applicable.

Analysis and Evaluation of Test Results

Proper analysis transforms raw data into meaningful insights regarding building airtightness:

1. Calculating Air Leakage

- Air Changes per Hour at 50 Pa (ACH50): Common metric indicating the total building air
leakage.

- Leakage Rate (Q50): The volumetric airflow rate at 50 Pa.
- Normalized Leakage: Adjusted for building size or envelope area for comparative purposes.
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2. Benchmarking and Standards

- Compare results against standards such as:
- Passive House: ACH50 ? 0.6
- ASHRAE 90.1: Varies depending on climate zone and building type
- Local Codes: Building code minimums or requirements

3. Identifying Major Leaks

- Use leak detection tools to pinpoint significant leak points.
- Document locations for remedial action.

4. Reporting

- Prepare comprehensive reports including:
- Test conditions and methodology
- Measured data and calculations
- Photographs and leak maps
- Recommendations for sealing and retesting if necessary

Post-Test Procedures and Follow-Up

Ensuring the integrity of the building envelope requires diligent follow-up:

1. Leak Repair and Retesting

- Seal identified leaks using appropriate methods (e.g., gaskets, spray foam, sealants).
- Conduct retests to verify the effectiveness of repairs.
- Maintain documentation of all fixes and subsequent test results.

2. Validation of Airtightness Goals

- Confirm that the building meets the targeted air leakage criteria.
- Adjust operational procedures or building systems if necessary.

3. Documentation and Record Keeping
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- Archive all test reports, calibration certificates, and repair records.
- Incorporate findings into the building?s operation and maintenance manuals.

4. Continuous Improvement

- Use test results to inform future design or construction practices.
- Train construction and maintenance personnel on airtightness best practices.

Additional Considerations for Effective Air Leakage Testing

- Environmental Conditions: Tests should be performed under stable outdoor conditions to avoid
inaccuracies caused by wind or temperature fluctuations.

- Wind and Temperature Effects: Wind can influence the test results. Conduct tests during calm
weather or correct data accordingly.

- Multiple Tests: For large or complex buildings, multiple test points or phased testing may be
necessary.

- Integration with Building Management: Use test data to optimize HVAC operation and building
controls.

Conclusion

Air leakage test commissioning is a nuanced process that demands meticulous planning, execution,
and follow-up. By adhering to comprehensive checkpoints?ranging from verifying building readiness
to analyzing detailed leak data?professionals can ensure the building?s envelope performs
optimally. This not only achieves compliance with energy efficiency standards but also enhances
occupant comfort, reduces operational costs, and prolongs the lifespan of the building. Continuous
attention to detail and commitment to quality in air leakage testing are essential for realizing the full
benefits of an airtight building envelope.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key commissioning checkpoints for an air leakage test in HVAC
systems? Key checkpoints include verifying test equipment calibration, ensuring proper sealing of
test points, confirming correct test pressure settings, checking for leaks around joints and
connections, and documenting pressure decay over a specified period to evaluate airtightness. How
do you interpret the results of an air leakage test during commissioning? Results are interpreted by
comparing the measured air leakage rate against acceptable standards or project specifications. A
low leakage rate indicates good airtightness, while higher rates may require sealing improvements.
Consistent pressure decay readings suggest minimal leaks. What are common causes of air
leakage failures during commissioning? Common causes include poorly sealed joints and
penetrations, damaged or improperly installed gaskets, loose fittings, cracks in ductwork or panels,
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and inadequate sealing around access panels or vents. How can commissioning teams ensure
accurate air leakage testing results? Teams can ensure accuracy by calibrating testing equipment
regularly, following standardized testing procedures, properly sealing all test points, conducting
multiple test cycles for consistency, and recording environmental conditions during testing. What are
best practices for documenting and reporting air leakage test commissioning checkpoints? Best
practices include recording test setup details, pressure readings, leakage rates, and environmental
conditions; photographing test points; noting any discrepancies or issues; and providing a
comprehensive report with recommendations for corrective actions if needed. 
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