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amphigorey fifteen books Reference

amphigorey fifteen books is a captivating collection of illustrated stories and poetic texts authored
by the renowned American artist and writer Edward Gorey. Known for his distinctive Gothic style,
dark humor, and whimsical illustrations, Gorey?s Amphigorey series has become a beloved staple in
the world of illustrated literature. This compilation not only showcases Gorey?s unique narrative
voice but also highlights his mastery in creating atmospheric, often macabre, yet charming stories
that appeal to readers of all ages. In this article, we delve into the history, themes, and significance
of the Amphigorey fifteen books, offering a comprehensive overview suitable for both new readers
and longtime fans.

Understanding the Amphigorey Series
What Are the Amphigorey Books?

The Amphigorey series is a collection of Gorey?s works, primarily consisting of anthologies and
compilations that gather his most iconic stories, poems, and illustrations. The name ?Amphigorey?
cleverly combines ?amphibian? and Gorey?s surname, suggesting a sense of whimsical
duality?something that is both strange and charming.

Originally published in 1972, the first edition of "Amphigorey" served as a gateway for many readers
into Gorey?s peculiar universe. Since then, the series has expanded, with multiple editions and
collections, each introducing new stories, illustrations, and insights into Gorey?s creative process.

Number and Composition of the Books
The series is often referred to as ?Fifteen Books,? but it encompasses more than just the original

fifteen titles. The core of the collection includes:

- Original Amphigorey (1972): The foundational anthology featuring selected works.
- Amphigorey Also (1975): A follow-up collection with additional stories and poems.
- The Further Fine Collection of Gorey (various editions)

- Other themed compilations and reprints, totaling fifteen notable publications.

Each book typically contains a mixture of short stories, poetic vignettes, and standalone illustrations,
reflecting Gorey?s signature style.

Overview of the Key Books in the Series
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1. Amphigorey (1972)

The original collection that introduced many to Gorey?s darkly humorous world. It features stories
like "The Hapless Child" and "The Remembering-Again,” alongside a variety of poetic works and
illustrations that set the tone for Gorey?s aesthetic.

2. Amphigorey Also (1975)
A sequel that expands on the first, including more stories such as "The Dwindling Party" and "The

Curious Sofa." It offers a broader glimpse into Gorey?s fascination with the macabre and the
whimsical.

3. The Epiplectic Bicycle (1975)

A standalone book that showcases Gorey?s poetic storytelling, featuring a whimsical narrative about
a bicycle that leads to fantastical adventures.

4. The Object-Lesson (1983)

A collection of short stories and poems characterized by their dark humor and Gothic tone,
exemplifying Gorey?s ability to blend the eerie with the humorous.

5. The Gashlycrumb Tinies (1963)

One of Gorey?s most famous works, this alphabet book depicts the demise of twenty-six children in
a darkly humorous and morbid fashion, with intricate illustrations and clever rhymes.

6. The Doubtful Guest (1957)

Features a mysterious, odd-looking creature that appears in various humorous and unsettling
scenarios, showcasing Gorey?s talent for creating bizarre characters.

7. The Object-Lesson (1983)

A collection that explores themes of mortality, decay, and the grotesque through poetic narratives
and illustrations.

8. The West Wing (1979)

A satirical, humorous take on political and social themes, wrapped in Gorey?s characteristic dark
humor.
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9. The Haunted Tea Cosy (1961)

A charming collection of poems and stories featuring ghostly and whimsical themes, perfect for
readers who enjoy Gorey?s lighter, yet still eerie, side.

10. The Curious Sofa (1961)

A parody of Victorian sensibilities, this book combines humor and Gothic elements with Gorey?s
signature illustrations.

11. The West Wing (1979)

A humorous, satirical collection that pokes fun at politics and society, filled with Gorey?s witty
illustrations.

12. The Gilded Bat (1974)
A collection of stories and poems that delve into themes of the supernatural and the gothic.
13. The Insect God (1970)

A narrative exploring themes of obsession and decay, with Gorey?s detailed and atmospheric
illustrations.

14. The Reason for a Flower (1969)

A poetic exploration of life, death, and the natural world, blending Gorey?s dark humor with
philosophical musings.

15. The Lost Lions (1974)

A lesser-known work that features Gorey?s characteristic storytelling style infused with themes of
longing and mystery.

Themes and Artistic Style in the Amphigorey Series
Dark Humor and Gothic Aesthetics
Gorey?s works are renowned for their macabre humor, often depicting death, decay, and the bizarre

in a playful, yet unsettling manner. His illustrations feature intricate line work, Victorian-inspired
clothing, and eerie landscapes that evoke a Gothic ambiance.
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Poetry and Prose Fusion

Many of the Amphigorey books blend poetic forms with narrative storytelling, creating rhythmic,
memorable verses that enhance the mood and tone of each story.

Whimsy and Darkness

While dark themes dominate, Gorey?s works are also filled with whimsy, irony, and satire, making
them accessible and engaging for a broad audience.

Recurring Characters and Motifs

Gorey often revisited certain characters, such as the mysterious creature from "The Gashlycrumb
Tinies" or the quirky inhabitants of his illustrated worlds, creating a sense of continuity and
familiarity.

Impact and Legacy of the Amphigorey Books

Cultural Influence

Gorey?s work has influenced numerous artists, writers, and designers, especially in the realms of
Gothic and horror-inspired art. His unique style has permeated popular culture, inspiring costumes,
fashion, and even film.

Educational and Literary Significance

The Amphigorey series is frequently studied for its artistic techniques, dark humor, and literary style.
It serves as an excellent example of how illustration and storytelling can intertwine to produce
compelling narratives.

Collectibility and Editions

Original editions of the Amphigorey books are highly sought after by collectors. Various reprints and

special editions continue to keep Gorey?s legacy alive, making his work accessible to new
generations.

Where to Find Amphigorey Books
Bookstores and Libraries

Major bookstores and libraries often carry Gorey?s collections, especially during Halloween or
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Gothic-themed events.
Online Retailers

Websites like Amazon, AbeBooks, and eBay offer both new and vintage editions of the Amphigorey
series.

Specialty and Collectible Shops

Limited editions, signed copies, and rare prints are available through specialty shops and auction
houses for dedicated collectors.

Conclusion

The amphigorey fifteen books represent a remarkable body of work that showcases Edward Gorey's
distinctive blend of Gothic artistry, dark humor, and poetic storytelling. Whether you are drawn to the
eerie charm of "The Gashlycrumb Tinies," the whimsical absurdity of "The Epiplectic Bicycle," or the
mysterious allure of "The Haunted Tea Cosy," these books offer a rich and immersive experience
into Gorey?s unique universe. Their enduring popularity and influence underscore their importance
in the landscape of illustrated literature, making them essential reading for fans of Gothic art, dark
humor, and innovative storytelling. Explore the series to uncover the whimsical darkness that only
Edward Gorey can deliver?an enchanting journey into the peculiar and the macabre.

Amphigorey Fifteen Books: An In-Depth Exploration of Edward Gorey?s Masterful Collection
Introduction

When delving into the whimsical, macabre, and richly illustrated world of Edward Gorey, one cannot
overlook his collection titled Amphigorey Fifteen Books. Published in 1983, this compilation stands
as a definitive anthology that encapsulates Gorey's distinctive style?an intriguing blend of gothic
charm, dark humor, and intricate artistry. For both newcomers and seasoned fans, understanding
the significance, contents, and artistic nuances of Amphigorey Fifteen offers a comprehensive
perspective on Gorey?s literary and visual universe.

The Significance of Amphigorey Fifteen
A Landmark Collection in Gorey?s Career
Amphigorey Fifteen is considered a landmark publication because it consolidates fifteen of Gorey's

most notable works into one volume. This anthology not only showcases the breadth of his creative
output but also solidifies his reputation as a master of illustrated literary fiction. It serves as a curated
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journey through Gorey?s signature themes?mystery, morbidity, humor, and the absurd?presented
through his distinctive pen-and-ink drawings.

A Gateway for New Readers

For those unfamiliar with Gorey, this collection functions as an ideal starting point. It offers a
panoramic view of his style and thematic interests, providing context and variety that can entice
readers into exploring more of his extensive oeuvre. Meanwhile, for longtime aficionados, the
collection acts as a treasure trove of familiar favorites and rare gems.

Overview of the Collection
The Fifteen Books Included

Amphigorey Fifteen encompasses the following titles:

- The Unstrung Harp (1953)

- The Object-Lesson (1958)

- The Doubtful Guest (1957)

- The West Wing (1963)

- The Epiplectic Bicycle (1969)

- The Hapless Child (1961)

- The Remembered Visit (1961)

- The Gashlycrumb Tinies (1963)
- The Insect God (1970)

- The Iron Tickle (1970)

- The Object-Lesson (reprint)

- The Curious Sofa (1961)

- The Evil Garden (1968)

- The West Wing (1963)

- The West Wing (reprint/variant editions)

Note: Some editions may include slight variations or additional short stories, but these fifteen titles
form the core of the anthology.

Deep Dive into Selected Titles
The Gashlycrumb Tinies

Perhaps Gorey?s most iconic work, The Gashlycrumb Tinies exemplifies his mastery of combining
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rhyme with morbid illustrations. The alphabet book depicts 26 children, each meeting a grisly end,
accompanied by humorous yet unsettling rhymes. Its dark humor and intricate drawings make it a
guintessential example of Gorey?s style?playfully macabre, poetic, and visually compelling.

The Doubtful Guest

This surreal story centers around an enigmatic, mysterious creature who lives in a house filled with
strange objects. Gorey?s detailed ink illustrations evoke a sense of whimsy intertwined with the
uncanny. The narrative?s ambiguity invites multiple interpretations, reflecting Gorey?s penchant for
the enigmatic and the absurd.

The Epiplectic Bicycle

A lesser-known gem, this story explores themes of adventure and the unexpected. Its whimsical
illustrations and poetic text showcase Gorey?s ability to blend the fantastical with the bizarre,
making it a delightful addition to the collection.

Artistic Style and Themes

Visual Aesthetic

Gorey?s illustrations in Amphigorey Fifteen exemplify his signature cross-hatching technique,
creating depth and texture with meticulous line work. His drawings often feature Victorian-inspired
settings, peculiar characters, and a subdued color palette?primarily black and white?heightening the
gothic atmosphere.

Thematic Elements

Throughout the collection, recurring themes include:

- Mortality and Morbidity: Many stories explore death, decay, and the transient nature of life, often
with a humorous twist.

- Absurdity and the Surreal: Gorey?s narratives often defy conventional logic, emphasizing the
bizarre and the uncanny.

- Dark Humor: Despite their macabre themes, his stories evoke a playful, mischievous tone that
invites both amusement and contemplation.

- Victorian and Gothic Influences: The aesthetic and narrative style frequently draw inspiration
from Victorian Gothic literature, adding a timeless quality to his work.

The Structure and Presentation of Amphigorey Fifteen
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Design and Format

The book is typically presented as a hardcover with an illustrated dust jacket, featuring Gorey?s
characteristic artwork. Inside, the layout combines his detailed black-and-white illustrations with the
text, often in a manner that accentuates the mood of each story.

Curatorial Curation

The selection process for the collection is noteworthy; it balances well-known classics like The
Gashlycrumb Tinies with lesser-known stories, providing a comprehensive overview of Gorey?s
work. This curation allows readers to appreciate the evolution of his style and thematic interests over
the decades.

Why Amphigorey Fifteen Remains a Classic

Historical and Cultural Impact

Gorey?s influence extends beyond the realm of children?s literature into art, design, and popular
culture. The collection encapsulates his unique voice?an intersection of art, storytelling, and dark
humor?that continues to inspire artists, writers, and illustrators.

Collector?s Value

First editions and signed copies of Amphigorey Fifteen are highly sought after by collectors. Its
enduring popularity has cemented its status as a must-have in the library of Gorey enthusiasts.

Educational and Artistic Significance

The collection serves as an excellent resource for students of illustration, literature, and comic art.
Gorey?s meticulous technique provides valuable lessons in line work, composition, and storytelling
through images.

Final Thoughts

Amphigorey Fifteen stands as a testament to Edward Gorey?s mastery over the illustrated narrative.
It offers a curated, comprehensive journey through his most iconic and beloved stories, revealing the
artist?s darkly humorous worldview and his unparalleled artistic skill.

Whether you're a first-time reader or a seasoned collector, this collection invites you into a world
where the macabre is playful, the surreal is charming, and every page is a testament to Gorey?s
unique genius. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to blend light and dark, humor and horror, in a
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manner that is both intellectually stimulating and visually captivating.

In conclusion, Amphigorey Fifteen is not just a collection of stories; it?s a curated gallery of Gorey?s
artistic legacy?an essential addition to any library that appreciates the art of storytelling with a darkly
whimsical twist.

QuestionAnswer What is 'Amphigorey Fifteen' about? 'Amphigorey Fifteen' is a collection of
fifteen illustrated stories by Edward Gorey, showcasing his signature dark humor and gothic style.
When was 'Amphigorey Fifteen' published? 'Amphigorey Fifteen' was published in 1989 as part of
Edward Gorey's series of '"Amphigorey’ collections. Who is the illustrator of '"Amphigorey Fifteen'?
Edward Gorey himself is the illustrator and author of ‘Amphigorey Fifteen', known for his distinctive
pen-and-ink drawings. Is 'Amphigorey Fifteen' suitable for children? While Gorey's works often
appear whimsical, 'Amphigorey Fifteen' contains dark humor and macabre themes, making it more
suitable for mature readers. How does 'Amphigorey Fifteen' compare to other Gorey collections?
'‘Amphigorey Fifteen' is notable for its curated selection of fifteen stories, offering a comprehensive
look at Gorey's unique style, similar to other collections like 'Amphigorey' and 'Amphigorey Also'. Are
there any adaptations of stories from 'Amphigorey Fifteen'? Some stories from '‘Amphigorey Fifteen’
have inspired stage adaptations, illustrated projects, and influenced gothic literature and art. Where
can | find a copy of 'Amphigorey Fifteen'? Copies of '"Amphigorey Fifteen' can be found through rare
book dealers, online marketplaces, and libraries specializing in illustrated and gothic literature. What
themes are prevalent in 'Amphigorey Fifteen'? The collection features themes of death, melancholy,
absurdity, and dark humor, all presented with Gorey's characteristic wit and gothic aesthetic. Why is
'‘Amphigorey Fifteen' considered significant in Gorey's oeuvre? 'Amphigorey Fifteen' is regarded as a
key collection because it encapsulates Gorey's distinctive style and showcases some of his most
memorable stories and illustrations, cementing his influence in gothic and illustrated literature.
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