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Drama Games For Devising Workbook

Drama games for devising are innovative and dynamic tools that enable actors, directors, and
drama students to collaboratively create original material. Unlike traditional rehearsals or scripted
performances, devising through drama games encourages spontaneous creativity, collective
storytelling, and deep exploration of themes, characters, and narratives. These games serve as a
foundation for developing new work from scratch, fostering a sense of ensemble, and unlocking raw
emotional and imaginative potential. In this article, we delve into the world of drama games for
devising, exploring their purpose, types, techniques, and practical applications to help practitioners
harness their full creative power.

Understanding Drama Games for Devising

What Are Drama Games for Devising?

Drama games for devising are structured or semi-structured activities designed to stimulate
creativity, collaboration, and spontaneous improvisation among participants. These games are used
as tools in the devising process?an approach where a group collaboratively creates a new theatrical
piece rather than interpreting an existing script. The core idea is to generate raw material?ideas,
images, characters, themes?that can later be shaped into a cohesive performance.

Unlike traditional acting exercises, these games often emphasize collective input over individual
performance. They are flexible, adaptable, and often open-ended, encouraging participants to
experiment without fear of failure. This open-ended nature fosters a safe environment for risk-taking
and innovation, which is essential for devising new work.

The Importance of Drama Games in Devising

Drama games are vital in devising for several reasons:

- Stimulate Creativity: They break down mental barriers, allowing ideas to flow freely.
- Encourage Collaboration: Participants learn to listen, build upon ideas, and work as an

ensemble.
- Generate Material: They produce raw content?scenes, images, characters?that can be refined

into a performance.
- Develop Improvisational Skills: They enhance spontaneity and adaptability, crucial for

improvisational theatre.
- Explore Themes and Concepts: They enable exploration of complex ideas in a playful

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 1 of 24



Drama Games For Devising Workbook Vol. 2023, Issue 3

environment.
- Build Confidence: They help participants feel comfortable sharing ideas and taking risks.

Types of Drama Games for Devising

Drama games for devising can be categorized based on their primary focus?whether on
improvisation, image creation, character development, or narrative building. Here are some common
types:

1. Improvisation-Based Games

These games focus on spontaneous scene creation without prior planning.

- Example: "Yes, And" ? Participants build scenes by accepting and adding to each other's ideas.
- Purpose: Foster quick thinking, adaptability, and ensemble building.

2. Image and Body-Based Games

Games that use physical images or tableaux to inspire ideas.

- Example: "Living Pictures" ? Participants form still images representing concepts or moments.
- Purpose: Generate visual metaphors and explore themes through physicality.

3. Character and Voice Exploration Games

Activities that help develop distinct characters and vocal qualities.

- Example: "Character Hot Seating" ? Participants assume roles and answer questions in
character.

- Purpose: Deepen understanding of characters and their motivations.

4. Narrative and Storytelling Games

Games that focus on constructing stories collectively.

- Example: "Story Circle" ? Each participant adds a sentence to build a story.
- Purpose: Enhance storytelling skills and generate plot ideas.
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5. Sensory and Emotional Activation Games

Activities that tap into sensory experiences and emotions.

- Example: "Emotion Walks" ? Participants walk embodying specific feelings.
- Purpose: Access authentic emotional states that can inspire scenes or characters.

Techniques and Methodologies in Drama Games for Devising

Effective use of drama games involves understanding various techniques that maximize their
creative potential. Here are some key methodologies:

Group Warm-Ups and Focus Games

Start sessions with energizers that prepare participants physically and mentally.

- Examples: "Zip, Zap, Zop", "Mirror Exercises".

Image Creation and Visualization

Use tableaux or guided imagery to inspire ideas.

- Technique: Participants create frozen images representing themes, then discuss or develop
them further.

Role and Character Development

Encourage participants to inhabit characters fully.

- Technique: Hot seating, emotional substitution, or voice work.

Storybuilding and Narrative Structuring

Facilitate collective storytelling.

- Technique: Sequential story creation, storyboarding, or mind-mapping.
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Physical Improvisation and Movement

Use movement-based games to explore physicality and spatial relationships.

- Example: "Status Games" ? Explore social hierarchies through movement.

Practical Applications of Drama Games in Devising

Drama games are versatile and can be adapted for various contexts and objectives within the
devising process.

Developing Themes and Concepts

- Use image and improvisation games to explore central themes.
- Example: Create tableaux representing different aspects of a societal issue.

Generating Characters and Personalities

- Employ role-playing and hot seating to develop rich, multi-dimensional characters.
- Encourage diverse perspectives and backgrounds.

Creating Scene Material

- Use improvisation games to craft spontaneous scenes that can later be refined.
- These scenes can serve as building blocks for the final piece.

Building Ensemble and Trust

- Incorporate team-building games like "Trust Falls" or "Shared Story" to strengthen group
cohesion.

Exploring Emotional Landscapes

- Use emotional activation games to access genuine feelings, adding depth to devised material.
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Implementing Drama Games Effectively in Devising Sessions

To maximize their benefits, drama games should be implemented thoughtfully:

Preparation and Planning

- Select appropriate games aligned with the session?s objectives.
- Prepare any necessary materials or space arrangements.

Creating a Safe Environment

- Establish ground rules around confidentiality, respect, and openness.
- Encourage risk-taking and emphasize that mistakes are part of the process.

Facilitating and Debriefing

- Guide participants through activities with clear instructions.
- Debrief after games to reflect on insights, feelings, and ideas generated.

Adapting to Group Dynamics

- Be flexible to adjust games based on participant reactions and energy levels.
- Foster inclusivity, ensuring everyone?s voice is heard.

Examples of Popular Drama Games for Devising

Here are some specific games often used in devising workshops:

- "Yes, And": A foundational improvisation game where participants accept and expand each
other's ideas, fostering collaborative scene development.

- "The Machine": Participants create a physical "machine" through synchronized movement,
exploring themes of interconnectedness and collective effort.

- "Emotion Orchestra": Participants embody different emotions and combine them into a
cohesive "orchestra," generating emotional landscapes for scenes.

- "Object Transformation": Using a common object, participants invent new uses and stories,
inspiring imaginative scene ideas.
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- "Status Games": Exploring social hierarchies and power dynamics through movement and
interaction.

Conclusion

Drama games for devising are indispensable tools for creating original theatre. They foster a playful
yet focused environment where ideas can flourish freely, characters can be born from spontaneous
interactions, and narratives can emerge organically. By integrating various types of
games?improvisation, image work, character exploration, and storytelling?practitioners can unlock a
wealth of creative material. When implemented with intention, sensitivity, and adaptability, drama
games serve as powerful catalysts in the devising process, leading to compelling, authentic, and
innovative theatrical works. Whether working with beginners or seasoned professionals, these
games can invigorate the creative process, build ensemble spirit, and ultimately produce theatre that
resonates with truth and originality.
 
Drama games for devising are an essential component of theatrical training and improvisational
practice, offering a dynamic and immersive way for actors, directors, and students to explore
character, story, and collaboration. These games serve as powerful tools to ignite creativity, foster
spontaneity, and develop a deeper understanding of theatrical storytelling. Unlike traditional scripted
exercises, drama games for devising emphasize improvisation, collective creation, and the
exploration of ideas, making them invaluable for devising new works or enhancing ensemble
cohesion. Whether used in educational settings, professional rehearsals, or community theater,
these games help participants tap into their instincts, challenge assumptions, and generate
innovative content that can evolve into fully realized performances.

Understanding Drama Games for Devising

Drama games for devising are structured improvisational exercises designed to stimulate creative
thinking and collaborative storytelling. Unlike standard acting warm-ups, these games are often
more focused on generating material that can be developed into a complete piece of theatre. They
encourage participants to experiment with narrative structures, character development, and thematic
exploration through playful, open-ended activities.

Key Features of Drama Games for Devising

- Collaborative Creation: Participants work together to build scenes, characters, or stories rather
than acting in isolation.

- Spontaneity and Flexibility: Emphasis on improvisation allows for unexpected ideas and organic
development.

- Focus on Process: More than producing a polished performance, these games value exploration
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and experimentation.
- Thematic Exploration: They often revolve around specific themes or issues, providing

meaningful content for devised theatre.

Types of Drama Games for Devising

Different games serve different purposes within the devising process. Here are some of the most
commonly used types:

1. Image and Object-Based Games

These activities involve using physical images or objects as starting points for storytelling.

Example: Participants select an object or create a tableau and then develop a story or scene based
on it.

Pros:

- Stimulates imagination through visual prompts.
- Encourages symbolic thinking and metaphorical storytelling.
- Suitable for all age groups and skill levels.

Cons:

- May require facilitators to help interpret images.
- Sometimes limited in scope, needing supplementary activities.

2. Role Reversal and Perspective-Shifting Games

Participants take on different characters or viewpoints to explore diverse perspectives.

Example: "Switch the Roles" where actors swap characters mid-scene.

Pros:

- Fosters empathy and understanding.
- Breaks down stereotypes and encourages flexibility.
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Cons:

- Can be confusing without clear instructions.
- Might challenge participants uncomfortable with improvisation.

3. Scene and Narrative Building Games

These focus on constructing scenes collaboratively, often with constraints to spark creativity.

Example: "One Word at a Time" storytelling, where each participant adds a word or phrase to
develop a narrative.

Pros:

- Builds ensemble skills.
- Enhances listening and quick thinking.

Cons:

- Can become repetitive if not varied.
- May challenge participants who prefer structured work.

4. Sound and Movement-Based Games

Using physical movement and sound to inspire storytelling.

Example: Creating a scene based solely on sound cues or physical gestures.

Pros:

- Develops physical awareness and ensemble coordination.
- Accesses non-verbal storytelling.

Cons:

- Might be difficult for participants uncomfortable with movement.
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- Requires space and sometimes equipment.

Implementing Drama Games for Devising

Effective implementation of drama games involves careful planning and consideration of the
participants' experience level, goals, and the context of the session. Here are some best practices:

Setting Clear Objectives

- Decide whether the focus is on character development, thematic exploration, or collaborative
skills.

- Tailor games to suit the age and skill level of participants.

Creating a Safe Environment

- Encourage openness and respect.
- Establish trust so participants feel comfortable expressing ideas spontaneously.

Facilitating Flexibly

- Allow improvisation to flow naturally.
- Offer prompts or modifications if a game stalls or becomes uncomfortable.

Debriefing and Reflection

- Discuss what was learned or felt during the activity.
- Identify ideas or themes that emerged for further development.

Advantages of Using Drama Games for Devising

Utilizing drama games in the devising process offers numerous benefits:

- Stimulates Creativity: The playful nature encourages unexpected ideas and innovative
storytelling.

- Enhances Ensemble Cohesion: Working together in improvisational exercises fosters trust and
collaboration.
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- Develops Adaptability: Participants learn to respond spontaneously to new stimuli or ideas.
- Builds Confidence: Repeated practice in a supportive environment helps actors take risks.
- Generates Material Quickly: Games can rapidly produce scenes, characters, and narrative

fragments for further development.

Challenges and Limitations

While drama games are highly beneficial, they also come with some challenges:

- Potential for Frustration: Participants unfamiliar with improvisation might feel insecure or
self-conscious.

- Time-Consuming: Some games require substantial time to yield meaningful material.
- Limited Structure: The open-ended nature can sometimes lead to unfocused exploration.
- Need for Skilled Facilitation: Effective guidance is essential to keep activities productive and

inclusive.

Effective Examples of Drama Games in Practice

Several well-established games are particularly effective for devising work:

1. The Yes, And... Exercise

Participants build scenes by accepting ("Yes") and adding ("And") to each other's ideas,
encouraging positive improvisation.

Features:

- Promotes affirmation and collaboration.
- Develops quick thinking and scene building skills.

Usage: Useful at the beginning of a session to warm up and foster team spirit.

2. Who Are You? Game

Participants create characters on the spot based on prompts, then interact as those characters.

Features:
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- Encourages physical and vocal characterization.
- Explores character relationships.

Usage: Ideal for generating diverse characters for a devised piece.

3. Status Games

Exercises that explore social dynamics and power relationships through physicality and dialogue.

Features:

- Reveals underlying character motivations.
- Adds depth to devised narratives.

Usage: Useful for thematic exploration of social issues.

Conclusion: Making the Most of Drama Games for Devising

Drama games for devising are invaluable tools that unlock creativity, foster collaboration, and
produce rich material for theatrical works. Their flexibility and adaptability make them suitable for a
wide range of contexts, from educational settings to professional rehearsals. To maximize their
effectiveness, facilitators should carefully select appropriate games, create a supportive
environment, and encourage reflective discussion. While they may pose challenges such as
potential discomfort or lack of structure, these can often be mitigated through skilled facilitation and
clear objectives. Ultimately, drama games for devising not only serve as creative catalysts but also
as pedagogical approaches that develop essential theatrical skills, making them indispensable in the
journey from spontaneous improvisation to fully realized performance.

In summary, whether you're a drama teacher, director, or performer, integrating drama games into
your devising process can lead to innovative insights, stronger ensemble work, and compelling new
theatre. Embrace the playful and exploratory nature of these activities, and watch your creative
ideas flourish into powerful theatrical expressions.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some popular drama games used for devising new scenes? Popular
drama games for devising include 'Yes, And', 'Gibberish Scenes', 'The Machine', 'Freeze and
Justify', and 'Story Cubes'. These games encourage spontaneity, creativity, and collaborative
storytelling. How can drama games enhance the devising process for theater projects? Drama
games foster improvisation, active listening, and quick thinking, which help performers generate
fresh ideas, develop characters, and explore different scenarios, ultimately enriching the devising
process and leading to more organic and engaging performances. Are drama games suitable for all
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age groups in devising workshops? Yes, many drama games can be adapted for various age
groups by modifying complexity and content. They are effective tools for children, teens, and adults
to collaboratively create material in a fun and engaging way. What role do improvisational drama
games play in creating original scripts? Improvisational drama games allow performers to
experiment freely, uncover unexpected ideas, and develop organic dialogue and interactions, which
serve as a foundation for crafting original and authentic scripts. Can drama games help in
developing characters during the devising process? Absolutely. Drama games often focus on
character exploration, empathy, and physicality, enabling performers to deepen their understanding
of characters and bring more nuance and depth to the devised work. How can facilitators effectively
incorporate drama games into a devising workshop? Facilitators should select games aligned with
their creative goals, create a safe and inclusive environment, encourage spontaneity, and debrief
after each activity to reflect on insights gained, fostering a collaborative and productive devising
process. 

 
Related keywords: improvisation activities, creative storytelling, theatrical exercises, spontaneous
acting, ensemble games, role development, scene creation, performance improvisation, group
improvisation, acting exercises

Devising Performance A Critical History Theatre A

devising performance a critical history theatre a

Devising performance a critical history theatre a is an innovative and dynamic approach to
contemporary theatre-making that combines historical inquiry, critical analysis, and creative
collaboration. This method emphasizes the importance of understanding the socio-political contexts
of different eras, integrating diverse artistic disciplines, and fostering an active dialogue between
history and performance. As a form of experimental theatre, devising performance a critical history
theatre a seeks to challenge traditional narratives, provoke critical thinking, and offer fresh
perspectives on historical events and figures. This comprehensive guide explores the origins,
methodologies, key components, and significance of devising performance a critical history theatre
a, providing valuable insights for students, practitioners, and enthusiasts alike.

Understanding Devising Performance in Theatre

What Is Devising Performance?

Devising performance refers to a collaborative process where a theatre company or ensemble
creates a new work from scratch, often without a predetermined script. Instead of starting with a
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written text, the creators develop the performance through improvisation, research, discussion, and
experimentation. This process emphasizes collective creativity, flexibility, and responsiveness,
allowing the piece to evolve organically.

Key characteristics of devising performance include:

- Collaborative creation involving writers, performers, directors, designers, and researchers
- Emphasis on improvisation and experimentation
- Use of physical theatre, visual arts, sound, and multimedia elements
- Development driven by thematic exploration rather than a fixed script

The Role of Critical History in Theatre

Critical history in theatre involves analyzing past events, cultural shifts, and societal changes to
inform contemporary performance. It aims to uncover hidden narratives, challenge dominant
histories, and provide nuanced interpretations of the past.

Core aspects of integrating critical history into theatre include:

- Researching historical contexts, figures, and movements
- Critiquing traditional historical narratives
- Using performance as a means of historical interrogation
- Engaging audiences in critical reflection on history?s complexities

Devising Performance as a Critical History Theatre

Combining Devising and Critical History

Devising performance a critical history theatre a merges the collaborative, improvisational nature of
devised theatre with rigorous historical research. This synthesis enables creators to produce works
that are both artistically innovative and intellectually engaged.

Steps involved in this process include:

- Historical Research: Gathering primary and secondary sources related to the chosen historical
theme, event, or figure.

- Thematic Development: Identifying key issues, debates, and perspectives within the historical
material.
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- Creative Exploration: Using improvisation, role-play, and visual experimentation to interpret the
research.

- Refinement: Structuring material into a cohesive performance while maintaining spontaneity.
- Critical Reflection: Constantly questioning how the performance represents history and its

implications.

Why Use Devising Performance for Critical History?

- Encourages Deep Engagement: Participants immerse themselves in historical research,
fostering a nuanced understanding.

- Fosters Critical Thinking: Challenging accepted narratives promotes a more complex view of
history.

- Enhances Artistic Expression: Combining research with creative processes results in powerful,
thought-provoking theatre.

- Promotes Inclusivity: Collaborative creation allows diverse voices and perspectives to shape the
narrative.

- Facilitates Audience Engagement: Performances often invite dialogue, encouraging viewers to
reconsider their perceptions of history.

Key Components of Devising Performance a Critical History Theatre a

Research and Source Material

The foundation of any critical history theatre piece is thorough research. This involves:

- Analyzing primary sources such as letters, diaries, photographs, and official documents
- Studying secondary sources like scholarly articles and historical analyses
- Consulting diverse perspectives to avoid a one-sided narrative
- Identifying themes, conflicts, and socio-political dynamics relevant to the period

Creative Methodologies

Effective devising integrates multiple creative techniques:

- improvisation: to generate ideas and explore characters
- visualisation: using images and multimedia for contextual richness
- physical theatre: employing movement to embody historical figures or events
- sound design: creating auditory environments that evoke time periods
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- writing workshops: developing scripts collaboratively from improvisations

Performance Structure and Format

Devising performances often adopt flexible structures, such as:

- Episodic arrangements: depicting different moments or perspectives
- Thematic ensembles: exploring central themes across scenes
- Interactive elements: involving audience participation to deepen engagement
- Multimedia integration: blending live performance with projections and recordings

Critical Reflection and Feedback

Throughout the process, it?s essential to:

- Revisit and critique the material collectively
- Ensure historical accuracy and artistic integrity
- Balance creative expression with critical insights
- Foster an environment of open dialogue and continual refinement

Examples and Case Studies

Notable Productions in Critical History Theatre

- "Theatre of the Oppressed" by Augusto Boal: a political theatre form that uses acting techniques
to explore social issues and histories.

- "The Battle of Algiers" (Film & Theatre adaptations): examining colonialism and resistance
through a theatrical lens.

- "The Great Game: Afghanistan" by Shared Experience: a devised piece exploring contemporary
and historical conflicts.

Case Study: "The Histories Project"

A theatre company?s project that used devising to explore local histories, involving community
members in research and performance creation. The project highlighted marginalized voices and
challenged dominant narratives, resulting in a powerful multimedia theatre piece.

Importance and Impact of Devising Performance a Critical History
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Theatre a

Educational Significance

- Enhances understanding of history through active participation
- Encourages critical thinking and analytical skills
- Bridges academic research and public engagement

Cultural and Social Impact

- Promotes social justice by highlighting overlooked stories
- Fosters dialogue on contemporary issues rooted in historical contexts
- Preserves cultural memory through creative expression

Artistic Innovation

- Pushes boundaries of traditional theatre
- Integrates interdisciplinary art forms
- Encourages experimentation and new storytelling techniques

Challenges and Future Directions

Challenges in Devising Critical History Theatre

- Ensuring historical accuracy without compromising artistic freedom
- Balancing research depth with performance accessibility
- Managing collaborative dynamics and creative disagreements
- Securing funding and resources for research-intensive projects

Future Trends and Opportunities

- Greater use of digital technologies and virtual reality
- Increased community involvement and participatory theatre
- Cross-cultural collaborations
- Focus on decolonizing narratives and amplifying marginalized voices
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Conclusion

Devising performance a critical history theatre a represents a vital intersection of scholarship,
activism, and artistic innovation. By collaboratively exploring historical narratives through devised
theatre, creators can challenge conventional perspectives, foster critical dialogue, and produce
compelling performances that resonate with contemporary audiences. As the field continues to
evolve, embracing new technologies and diverse voices will be essential in enriching the storytelling
process. Whether used in educational settings, community projects, or professional theatre
companies, devising performance a critical history theatre a holds immense potential for shaping
informed, empathetic, and socially engaged theatre practices.

Keywords for SEO Optimization:

- Devising performance
- Critical history theatre
- Theatre creation process
- Historical theatre performances
- Collaborative theatre making
- Political and social theatre
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- Engaging history through theatre
- Participatory theatre methods

 
Devising Performance: A Critical History of Theatre as a Collaborative Art Form

Understanding the evolution of devising performance requires a comprehensive exploration of its
origins, methodologies, and cultural significance within the broader landscape of contemporary
theatre. As a dynamic and often groundbreaking approach, devising has redefined the boundaries
between playwrights, performers, directors, and audiences, emphasizing collaboration,
improvisation, and collective creation. This review delves into the critical history of devising
performance, examining its theoretical foundations, historical development, key practitioners, and its
impact on modern theatre practice.

Origins and Theoretical Foundations of Devising Performance

Devising performance is rooted in a confluence of theatrical traditions and theoretical insights that
emphasize collective creation over traditional playwright-led productions.

Historical Roots
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- Post-World War II Experimental Theatre: The aftermath of the war saw a surge in experimental
theatre movements across Europe and North America, questioning conventional theatrical forms.
Directors and actors sought more participatory and process-driven approaches, laying the
groundwork for devising.

- Physical Theatre and Commedia dell'arte: Techniques from physical theatre, mime, and
commedia dell'arte contributed to an emphasis on improvisation and ensemble work, core elements
in devising.

- Avant-Garde Movements: The 1960s and 1970s avant-garde sought to democratize theatre,
breaking down hierarchies and emphasizing collective participation, which directly influenced
devising methodologies.

Theoretical Perspectives

- Process over Product: Devising prioritizes the creative process, often valuing experimentation
and discovery more than a fixed script.

- Collaborative Creation: Emphasizes shared authorship among performers, directors, writers,
and sometimes even audiences.

- Embodiment and Improvisation: These are central techniques, fostering spontaneous creativity
and physical engagement.

Key Theoretical Texts and Influences

- The Empty Space (Peter Brook, 1968): Advocates for exploration of theatrical possibilities
beyond traditional staging.

- Theatre of the Oppressed (Augusto Boal): Focuses on participatory theatre, emphasizing social
change through collective creation.

- Performance as Research (Richard Schechner): Positions performance as a form of experiential
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inquiry.

The Evolution of Devising in Contemporary Theatre

Devising has evolved significantly from its informal improvisational roots into a recognized theatrical
genre with distinctive practices and institutional support.

The 20th Century Breakthroughs

- Postmodern and Experimental Theatre: Companies began formalizing devising processes,
integrating them into professional productions.

- Emergence of New Theatre Companies: Groups like the Borderline Ensemble (UK), The
Wooster Group (USA), and Complicité (UK) pioneered devising as a core methodology.

Characteristics of Contemporary Devising

- Collaborative Authorship: No single playwright; instead, a collective voice emerges.

- Use of Improvisation and Workshops: Extensive improvisational sessions shape the material.

- Thematic Flexibility: Devising often tackles social, political, or personal issues, reflecting current
debates and experiences.

- Multimedia Integration: Incorporates video, sound, and digital technology to enrich storytelling.

Institutionalization and Educational Contexts

- Many drama schools and universities now incorporate devising into their curricula, recognizing
its pedagogical and artistic value.

Methodologies and Practices in Devising Theatre

Devising performance involves a series of deliberate, often iterative, steps that facilitate collective
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creativity.

Core Stages in the Devising Process

- Initial Concept and Theme Selection

- The group begins with a shared idea, theme, or question.
- This can be inspired by personal stories, social issues, or abstract concepts.

- Research and Material Gathering

- Participants gather material through interviews, archival research, or personal reflection.
- This phase grounds the work in context and authenticity.

- Exploration through Improvisation

- Improvisational exercises generate material.
- These sessions encourage spontaneity, physicality, and emotional expression.

- Material Selection and Structuring

- The group collaboratively selects compelling moments or themes.
- They begin to structure these elements into a coherent narrative or thematic arc.

- Refinement and Rehearsal

- Rehearsals involve refining improvisations, integrating multimedia, and developing staging.
- Feedback loops are crucial, with continuous adaptation.

- Performance and Reflection
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- The final piece is performed, often in non-traditional spaces.
- Post-performance reflection informs future devising cycles.

Techniques and Tools

- Table Work: Discussions, scripting, and planning.
- Physical Improvisation: Movement-based exercises to unlock ideas.
- Sound and Visuals: Using multimedia to create atmospheres.
- Documenting Process: Video recordings, journals, or photographs to track development.

Devising Performance and Its Cultural Significance

Devising is not merely a theatrical method but also a cultural practice that reflects and challenges
societal norms.

Social and Political Engagement

- Many devising companies explicitly focus on social justice, activism, and community
engagement.

- Examples include participatory projects that empower marginalized voices or address pressing
social issues.

Democratization of Theatre

- Devising blurs hierarchies, giving performers and community members agency.
- It democratizes creation, making theatre accessible and inclusive.

Addressing Identity and Personal Histories

- Devising often explores themes of identity, memory, trauma, and heritage.
- It provides a platform for personal stories to resonate within larger societal narratives.

Impact on Audience Engagement

- Audience interaction can be integral, fostering a sense of collective participation.
- Some devised works are site-specific or immersive, transforming the traditional
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audience-performer relationship.

Key Practitioners and Companies in Devising Theatre

Over the decades, numerous practitioners have pioneered and refined devising techniques, shaping
modern theatre.

Notable Figures

- Richard Schechner: A pioneer in performance studies, emphasizing the experimental and
processual aspects of theatre.

- Ann Bogart: Known for Viewpoints, a technique emphasizing movement and space, often used
in devising.

- Simon McBurney / Complicité: Renowned for collaborative creation and innovative storytelling.
- Pina Bausch: Her dance theatre integrated improvisation and personal narratives, influential in

devising practices.
- Rimini Protokoll: Focuses on documentary theatre and community participation.

Influential Companies

- The Wooster Group (USA): Known for multimedia and improvisational techniques.
- Complicité (UK): Pioneers in devising with a focus on physical theatre.
- Caryl Churchill's Collective Works: Often involved in devising politically charged pieces.
- Forced Entertainment (UK): Emphasizes experimental and collaborative creation.

Challenges and Critiques of Devising Performance

While devising has gained prominence, it faces critique and challenges that warrant critical
reflection.

Challenges

- Authorship and Ownership: The collective nature complicates questions of authorship and
intellectual property.

- Documentation and Preservation: Improvisational and process-based work can be ephemeral,
making documentation difficult.

- Resource Intensive: Devising often requires time, space, and commitment, which may not be
feasible for all companies.
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- Balancing Structure and Freedom: Maintaining coherence while allowing improvisation can be
challenging.

Critiques

- Potential for Lack of Focus: Without a fixed script, works risk becoming unfocused or overly
experimental.

- Hierarchical Dynamics: Despite ideals of equality, power dynamics can emerge within groups.
- Commercial Viability: Devising theatre may struggle to attract mainstream audiences or funding.

The Future of Devising Performance

Devising continues to evolve, integrating new technologies and expanding its social reach.

Innovations and Trends

- Digital Devising: Using virtual reality, online collaboration, and digital media.
- Community-Led Projects: Furthering participatory and socially engaged theatre.
- Hybrid Forms: Combining devised work with scripted or traditional theatre to create new hybrid

genres.
- Global Perspectives: Incorporating diverse cultural practices to enrich devising methodologies.

Challenges Ahead

- Navigating digital divides and ensuring inclusivity.
- Sustaining collaborative practices amidst commercial pressures.
- Continuing to innovate while preserving the core ethos of collective creation.

Conclusion: Devising as a Reflection of Contemporary Culture

Devising performance embodies a democratic, experimental, and socially conscious approach to
theatre. Its history is intertwined with broader cultural movements advocating for participation,
equality, and innovation. As theatre continues to evolve in the 21st century, devising remains a vital
practice that challenges hierarchies, fosters collective voices, and pushes the boundaries of
storytelling. Its critical history underscores its significance not only as an artistic methodology but
also as a mirror to societal change, emphasizing that theatre can be a powerful tool for dialogue,
resistance, and transformation.

Published by: hatchedtalent.com Page 23 of 24



Drama Games For Devising Workbook Vol. 2023, Issue 3

In embracing the collaborative spirit and creative freedom that define devising, contemporary theatre
practitioners and audiences alike can participate in a shared exploration of human
experience?making devising not just a technique, but a vital cultural practice for our times.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the significance of devising performance in contemporary theatre?
Devising performance allows for collaborative creation, emphasizing improvisation and collective
input, which reflects contemporary societal issues and promotes innovative storytelling techniques.
How does a critical history influence the development of theatre performances? A critical history
provides context and understanding of past theatrical movements, enabling performers and creators
to critically evaluate and incorporate historical insights into modern devising practices. What are key
techniques used in devising a performance in theatre? Key techniques include improvisation,
ensemble workshops, research-based exploration, improvisational games, and collective
brainstorming to create original content collaboratively. How can theatre practitioners ensure their
devised performances are socially relevant? Practitioners can incorporate current social issues,
community voices, and research into the devising process, fostering performances that resonate
with and reflect contemporary societal concerns. What role does critical analysis play in devising
theatre performances? Critical analysis helps creators evaluate their work, ensuring that the
performance effectively communicates its themes, maintains artistic integrity, and engages
audiences meaningfully. In what ways does the history of theatre influence modern devised
performances? Historical theatre practices inform modern devising by providing stylistic references,
storytelling techniques, and understanding of theatrical conventions that can be adapted or
challenged creatively. What challenges do theatre companies face when devising a performance
based on a critical history? Challenges include balancing historical accuracy with creative
innovation, ensuring inclusive representation, managing collaborative dynamics, and maintaining
coherence in the devised piece. How can critical theory enhance the development of devised
theatre works? Critical theory offers analytical frameworks that deepen understanding of themes,
power structures, and cultural contexts, enriching the devising process and the depth of the final
performance. What are some contemporary examples of successful devised theatre performances
influenced by critical history? Examples include companies like The Wooster Group and forced
entertainment, whose works often incorporate historical research and critical theory to create
innovative, thought-provoking performances. 
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