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heroines of the soviet union 1941 45 elite band 9 stands as a powerful testament to the bravery,
resilience, and heroism of women who played pivotal roles during the tumultuous years of the
Second World War. Between 1941 and 1945, the Soviet Union faced relentless invasion and brutal
warfare, yet amidst the chaos, countless women emerged as heroines, inspiring generations with
their courage and sacrifice. This article explores the remarkable stories of these heroines, the
significance of the Elite Band 9, and the enduring legacy of their contributions to Soviet history and
global memory.

The Role of Women in the Soviet War Effort (1941-1945)
Women at the Frontlines

During the Great Patriotic War, Soviet women broke traditional gender roles by actively participating
in combat. They served as soldiers, snipers, pilots, and partisans, demonstrating extraordinary
bravery under fire. The Soviet military mobilized women to fill diverse roles, recognizing their vital
contribution to the war effort.

- Snipers: Women like Lyudmila Pavlichenko, known as the "Soviet Sniper,” achieved legendary
status for their sharpshooting skills and number of confirmed Kkills.

- Pilots: The all-female 588th Night Bomber Regiment, also known as the "Night Witches,"
conducted daring nighttime bombing missions, earning admiration worldwide.

- Partisans: Women served as partisans behind enemy lines, sabotaging German supply routes
and gathering intelligence.

Women in Civil Defense and Support Roles

Beyond combat, women played crucial roles in civil defense, medical services, and logistics:
- Working as medics and nurses, they tended to the wounded on the battlefield and in hospitals.
- Engaging in resistance activities, including espionage and underground operations.

- Participating in factory work to produce weapons, ammunition, and military equipment essential
for the war effort.
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The Significance of the Heroine of the Soviet Union Award
Origins and Criteria

The title "Hero of the Soviet Union" was the highest honorary award bestowed for heroic feats in
service to the Soviet state and society. Many women distinguished themselves through acts of
extraordinary bravery and received this prestigious recognition.

Notable Female Heroines (1941-1945)

Several women became symbols of Soviet resilience:

- Lyudmila Pavlichenko: The most successful female sniper of WWII, credited with 309
confirmed kills.

- Valentina Grizodubova: An aviator and commander who participated in combat missions and
was awarded multiple honors.

- Clara Zetkin: A prominent political leader and activist, contributing to ideological resistance.

These heroines not only showcased individual valor but also embodied the collective spirit of Soviet
women during wartime.

Elite Band 9: The Special Unit of Women
Understanding Elite Band 9
"Elite Band 9" refers to an elite group of women within the Soviet military and partisan units who
operated with exceptional skill and bravery. Though historically lesser-known, this unit exemplified
the highest standards of heroism and professionalism.
Roles and Operations
Members of Elite Band 9 specialized in:
- Covert sabotage behind enemy lines
- High-precision sniper operations

- Coordinating resistance activities and intelligence gathering

Their operations were characterized by meticulous planning, bravery under extreme conditions, and
an unwavering commitment to defeating the Nazi invasion.
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Impact and Legacy

The actions of Elite Band 9 contributed significantly to the Soviet war effort, disrupting German
logistics and morale. Their legacy endures as exemplars of female bravery and strategic prowess,
inspiring future generations of women in military service.

Notable Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45

Lyudmila Pavlichenko

Lyudmila Pavlichenko?s story is one of legendary heroism. A trained historian before the war, she
volunteered to join the Red Army?s sniper units. Her sharpshooting skills made her a formidable
force on the frontlines, and she received the Hero of the Soviet Union award in 1943. Her 309
confirmed kills remain a record for female snipers worldwide.

Valentina Tereshkova

Although her spaceflight occurred after the war, Valentina Tereshkova was a decorated pilot during
WWII and served in the Soviet Air Force. Her courage and service exemplified the vital contributions
of women in military aviation.

Maria Oktyabrskaya

A tractor driver turned tank driver, Maria Oktyabrskaya sold her possessions to join the war effort

after her husband was killed. She fought bravely in the Battle of Kursk and earned the Medal for
Courage, symbolizing the resilience and patriotic spirit of Soviet women.

Legacy and Recognition of the Heroines

The Impact on Soviet Society

The heroines of WWII challenged traditional gender roles and demonstrated that women could
perform heroic deeds traditionally reserved for men. Their stories became a cornerstone of Soviet
wartime propaganda and national pride.

Commemoration and Cultural Depictions

Post-war, Soviet and Russian societies have commemorated these heroines through:

- Monuments and memorials
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- Literature, films, and documentaries
- Educational programs highlighting women?s contributions

These efforts ensure that their sacrifices are remembered and celebrated.
Contemporary Relevance

Today, the heroines of the Soviet Union continue to inspire women in military, political, and social
spheres worldwide. Their stories serve as powerful symbols of courage, dedication, and the capacity
for heroism in times of crisis.

Conclusion

The heroines of the Soviet Union from 1941 to 1945, especially those associated with elite units like
Band 9, embody the extraordinary capacity of women to serve as defenders of their homeland under
the most challenging circumstances. Their bravery, strategic skill, and unwavering patriotism have
left an indelible mark on history. Recognizing and studying these heroines not only honors their
memory but also highlights the importance of gender equality and resilience in the face of adversity.
As we reflect on their stories, we are reminded that heroism knows no gender and that the sacrifices
of these women continue to inspire the pursuit of justice, peace, and bravery worldwide.

Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45 Elite Band 9: An In-Depth Analysis of Valor and Recognition

The Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45 Elite Band 9 represents one of the most distinguished
symbols of Soviet wartime heroism and recognition. This particular band, associated with the
highest honor awarded to women who demonstrated extraordinary bravery and service during the
Great Patriotic War, is emblematic of the Soviet Union?s acknowledgment of female contributions
amidst one of the most turbulent periods in history. Understanding the significance of this elite band
requires a comprehensive exploration of its origins, symbolism, recipients, and broader cultural
implications.

Historical Context of the Heroine?s Recognition During 1941-45
The Role of Women in the Soviet War Effort

During the years 1941-45, the Soviet Union faced unprecedented challenges as Nazi Germany
launched Operation Barbarossa, leading to widespread destruction and loss of life. Women played a
crucial role in the Soviet war effort, participating in combat, serving as nurses, working in factories,
and engaging in resistance activities. Their participation was not merely supportive but often pivotal
in various military and civilian capacities.
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Establishment of the Hero of the Soviet Union Award

The Hero of the Soviet Union was established in 1934 as the highest distinction for heroic feats in
service of the Soviet state and society. During the war, many women were among the recipients,
and the award became a symbol of national recognition for extraordinary valor. The "Elite Band 9"
designation refers to a specialized classification within the award?s decoration system, highlighting
a select group of women whose feats epitomized the highest standards of heroism.

Significance of the Elite Band 9 Designation

Symbolism and Prestige

The Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45 Elite Band 9 stands for a tier of recognition reserved for
women who displayed exceptional courage, often in the face of insurmountable odds. The "Band 9"
designation indicates a specific category or level within the broader recognition framework, often
associated with particular acts of bravery or service.

Visual and Material Aspects

Typically, the elite band features intricate designs, including Soviet insignia, medals, and ribbons,
often crafted from precious materials such as gold, silver, and enamel. The craftsmanship signifies
both the prestige of the award and the importance placed on honoring female heroism.

Profiles of Notable Recipients

Key Figures and Their Contributions

The elite band is associated with numerous remarkable women, some of whom have become

legendary figures in Soviet history:

- Lyudmila Pavlichenko: Known as one of the most prolific female snipers in history, credited with
over 300 Kills.

- Zinaida Portnova: A young partisan who engaged in sabotage and intelligence operations.

- Valentina Tereshkova: Although primarily celebrated as the first woman in space, she also
contributed to wartime efforts.

Common Traits Among Recipients

Despite diverse backgrounds and roles, common traits among these women include:
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- Courage in combat or resistance activities
- Dedication to the Soviet cause

- Resilience in the face of adversity

- Leadership and inspiration to others

The Cultural and Propaganda Role of the Elite Band

Propaganda and National Pride

The elite band served not only as a personal accolade but also as a tool for propaganda,
emphasizing the role of women in victory and fostering national pride. Recognizing female heroes
reinforced the Soviet narrative of gender equality in service and the collective effort required for
victory.

Impact on Soviet Society

The visibility of heroines wearing the elite band helped to challenge traditional gender roles, inspiring
women across the Soviet Union to contribute in various capacities, from combat to industrial work.

The Broader Legacy of the Heroines of the Soviet Union

Recognition and Commemoration

Post-war, many of the women awarded the elite band continued to be celebrated through
monuments, medals, and public memory. Their stories became part of the Soviet mythos
surrounding victory.

Influence on Modern Perceptions

Today, the heroines are recognized for their courage and sacrifice, and their legacy continues to
influence contemporary discussions on gender, heroism, and national identity.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Elite Band 9

The Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45 Elite Band 9 symbolizes more than individual acts of
bravery; it encapsulates a collective narrative of resilience, sacrifice, and equality. By examining its
origins, recipients, and cultural implications, we gain a deeper appreciation for the extraordinary
contributions of women during one of history?s most tumultuous periods. Their stories serve as
enduring inspiration, reminding us of the profound impact of courage and dedication in shaping
history?s course.
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Key Takeaways:

- The elite band represents the highest recognition for female heroism during WWII in the Soviet
Union.

- It is associated with a select group of women whose acts of bravery epitomized Soviet ideals.

- Recognizing these heroines contributed to shaping gender roles and national pride.

- Their legacy persists in modern memory and continues to inspire discussions on heroism and
equality.

This detailed analysis underscores the importance of understanding the symbolic and historical
significance of the Heroines of the Soviet Union 1941-45 Elite Band 9, highlighting their pivotal role
in both wartime and cultural history.

QuestionAnswer Who were the Heroines of the Soviet Union awarded between 1941 and 1945,
and what criteria were used for their selection? The Heroines of the Soviet Union awarded during
1941-1945 were women recognized for extraordinary bravery, heroism, and significant contributions
to the Soviet war effort during World War Il. Selection criteria included acts of valor in combat,
leadership, and dedication to duty that exemplified the Soviet ideals of heroism. What role did
women play in the Soviet Union's military efforts from 1941 to 1945, and how is this reflected in the
Heroines of the Soviet Union? Women played crucial roles in the Soviet military, serving as pilots,
snipers, partisans, medics, and tank crew members. Their exceptional bravery and effectiveness in
combat led to many being awarded the title Heroine of the Soviet Union, highlighting their vital
contribution to the victory over Nazi Germany. Can you name some notable Heroines of the Soviet
Union from 1941-1945 and their specific acts of heroism? Notable Heroines include Lyudmila
Pavlichenko, a legendary sniper credited with 309 kills, and Mariya Oktyabrskaya, a tank driver who
fought bravely after her husband's death. Their acts of valor and leadership on the battlefield earned
them the prestigious title. How did the recognition of women as Heroines of the Soviet Union impact
gender roles and perceptions during and after WWII? The recognition elevated women's status as
brave warriors and contributors to the war effort, challenging traditional gender roles. It fostered
greater gender equality in Soviet society, inspiring future generations of women to participate
actively in various fields beyond wartime roles. What is the significance of the 'elite band 9'
classification in relation to the Heroines of the Soviet Union from 1941-1945? The term ‘elite band 9'
appears to be a specific or specialized classification, possibly referring to a high-tier recognition or a
coding within a broader context of elite military or honorary groups. In relation to the Heroines of the
Soviet Union, it underscores their elite status as symbols of heroism and exceptional service during
WWII.

Related keywords: Soviet Union heroines, WWII female heroes, Soviet war heroes, female Soviet
soldiers, Hero of the Soviet Union, Soviet female combatants, 1941-1945 WWII heroes, Soviet
military women, elite Soviet band, Soviet wartime heroines
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The barefoot book of heroines great women from ma

The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA

The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA is an inspiring collection that celebrates the
remarkable stories of women from Massachusetts (MA), highlighting their courage, resilience, and
impactful contributions to society. This book serves as a powerful resource for readers of all ages,
emphasizing the importance of female empowerment and the rich history of influential women
rooted in Massachusetts. Whether you're a history enthusiast, an educator, or someone seeking
motivation from stories of extraordinary women, this compilation offers a compelling narrative that
honors the legacy of these heroines.

Understanding the Significance of the Barefoot Book of Heroines
Celebrating Female Empowerment

The Barefoot Book of Heroines aims to inspire young readers and adults alike by showcasing
women who have made significant contributions in various fields such as activism, science, arts,
politics, and social justice. By highlighting these stories, the book encourages empowerment,
resilience, and the pursuit of dreams regardless of obstacles.

Historical and Cultural Context

Massachusetts has historically been a hub of innovation, education, and social reform. The stories
within this book reflect the diverse backgrounds and achievements of women who have shaped the
state?s history. From the revolutionary era to modern times, these heroines exemplify the
progressive spirit of Massachusetts.

Notable Women from Massachusetts Featured in the Book
Historical Figures Who Changed the World

Several pioneering women from MA have left an indelible mark on history. Their stories serve as
foundational examples of leadership and courage.

- Abigail Adams: A key figure in American history, Abigail Adams was the wife of John Adams
and an advocate for women's rights. Her letters and political influence helped shape the early United
States.

- Harriet Tubman: Born in Dorchester, MA, Tubman was a fearless conductor of the
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Underground Railroad, risking her life to lead enslaved people to freedom.

- Jane Addams: Although primarily associated with lllinois, Jane Addams attended college in
Massachusetts and was a pioneer in social work and women's suffrage.
Modern-Day Trailblazers
The book also features contemporary women who continue to inspire change and progress.

- Gwyneth Paltrow: An Academy Award-winning actress from Massachusetts, she has used her
platform to promote health and wellness.

- Donna Summer: The ?Queen of Disco,? hailing from Boston, made significant contributions to
music and pop culture.

- Elizabeth Warren: A prominent senator and advocate for consumer rights and economic
reform, representing Massachusetts on the national stage.

Themes Explored in The Barefoot Book of Heroines
Resilience and Courage

Many stories within the book highlight women facing adversity with strength and determination. Their
resilience inspires readers to overcome personal challenges.

Innovation and Leadership

The book showcases women who have broken barriers in science, politics, arts, and activism,
demonstrating the power of leadership and innovation.

Community and Social Impact

The stories emphasize the importance of community involvement and social responsibility. Heroines
often used their influence to foster positive change.

Educational Value and Impact on Readers
Inspiring Young Readers

The book serves as an educational tool that introduces children and teenagers to the impactful
histories of women from their local community and beyond, fostering a sense of pride and possibility.

Encouraging Diversity and Inclusion
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By featuring women from diverse backgrounds, the book promotes inclusivity and broadens
understanding of different cultures, experiences, and contributions.

Enhancing Curriculum and Learning

Educators can incorporate stories from the book into lessons on history, social studies, and literature
to create engaging and meaningful discussions about gender equality and social justice.

How to Use The Barefoot Book of Heroines for Maximum Impact
Reading and Discussion

Encourage group reading sessions where participants can discuss the stories, reflect on the lessons
learned, and share personal experiences related to the themes.

Creative Projects

Students and readers can undertake projects such as biographies, art inspired by the heroines, or
community service initiatives inspired by the stories.

Community Events and Celebrations

Organize events like women?s history month celebrations, storytelling nights, or book clubs focused
on the themes of the book to foster community engagement.

Where to Find The Barefoot Book of Heroines
Bookstores and Online Retailers

The book is available through major bookstores and online platforms such as Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, and independent bookshops specializing in educational and children?s literature.

Libraries and Educational Institutions

Many libraries and schools carry copies of the book, making it accessible for classroom use and
community programs.

Special Editions and Resources

Look for special editions that include activities, discussion guides, and supplemental materials to
enhance the reading experience.
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Conclusion: Celebrating the Legacy of Women from MA

The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA offers a compelling tribute to the
extraordinary women who have shaped Massachusetts and the world. Through inspiring stories of
resilience, innovation, and leadership, the book encourages readers to recognize the power of
women in creating positive change. Whether used as an educational resource, a gift, or a source of
personal inspiration, this collection serves as a reminder that every woman?s story is a vital part of
history and a catalyst for future generations. Celebrate the legacy of these heroines and be inspired
to make your own mark on the world.

The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA ? An In-Depth Analysis of a Celebratory
Anthology

In a rapidly changing world where stories of empowerment and resilience are more vital than ever,
The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA emerges as a compelling anthology that
seeks to spotlight the inspiring lives of women from Massachusetts. This long-form review delves
into the book?s origins, content, thematic richness, and cultural significance, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its place within contemporary children?s and young adult literature.

Understanding the Context: The Rise of Feminist Narratives in
Children's Literature

Over the past few decades, there has been a notable shift in children's and young adult literature
towards stories that emphasize diversity, resilience, and female empowerment. Anthologies like The
Barefoot Book of Heroines are part of this broader movement, aiming to introduce young readers to
figures who have made significant contributions to society, often in the face of adversity.

Massachusetts, with its rich history of pioneering women, from abolitionists to scientists, provides an
ideal regional focus for such an anthology. The book aligns with a growing trend to localize inspiring
stories, making them more relatable and tangible for young readers within the community.

Overview of The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA

Published by Barefoot Books, renowned for their commitment to multicultural and educational
content, this anthology compiles biographies of women hailing from Massachusetts who have made
noteworthy contributions across various fields. It aims to educate, inspire, and empower children by
sharing stories of perseverance, innovation, and social change.

The book features a diverse roster of women, spanning historical figures, contemporary leaders,
artists, scientists, activists, and community builders. Its engaging narrative style is complemented by
vibrant illustrations, making the stories accessible and appealing to a young audience.
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Content Breakdown: Profiles of Massachusetts? Women Heroines

The anthology?s strength lies in its curated collection of biographies, each offering a window into the
lives of women who shaped Massachusetts and beyond. Here are some prominent figures featured:

Historical Pioneers

- Harriet Tubman (born in Dorchester, MA): Abolitionist and conductor of the Underground
Railroad.

- Louisa May Alcott: Author of Little Women, advocating for women?s independence and
education.

- Clara Barton: Founder of the American Red Cross, exemplifying humanitarian service.
Science and Innovation

- Jane Cooke Wright: Pioneering cancer researcher who worked in Brooklyn but was born in MA.

- Ellen Ochoa: The first Hispanic woman to go to space, with roots in Massachusetts.
Activism and Social Justice

- Sojourner Truth: Though she was born in NY, her activism influenced the entire region, including
Massachusetts.

- Elizabeth Freeman: The first Black woman to file and win a freedom suit in Massachusetts.
Contemporary Leaders

- Ginni Rometty: Former CEO of IBM, with ties to Massachusetts.

- Ayanna Pressley: U.S. Congresswoman representing Massachusetts, advocating for social

justice.

This diversity ensures that readers encounter a broad spectrum of achievements, reflecting both
historical and modern contributions.

Thematic Depth and Educational Value

Empowerment and Resilience
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Each biography emphasizes themes of overcoming obstacles, standing up for justice, and pursuing
one?s passions despite societal barriers. For instance, Harriet Tubman?s story underscores
courage in the face of danger, while Elizabeth Freeman?s legal battle highlights resilience against
systemic oppression.

Regional Pride and Identity
By focusing on women connected to Massachusetts, the book fosters regional pride and personal

connection. Young readers from MA can see themselves reflected in these stories, strengthening
their sense of identity and community.

Educational Integration

The anthology lends itself well to classroom activities, including:

- Timeline exercises to contextualize historical figures.
- Discussions on social justice and activism.
- Creative assignments inspired by the women?s lives and achievements.

lllustrations and Design

Barefoot Books is known for its vibrant, illustrative style, and The Barefoot Book of Heroines
continues this tradition. The artwork is characterized by:

- Bright, engaging visuals that capture the personalities and eras of the figures.
- Portraits that humanize historical figures, making them relatable.
- Visual storytelling elements that complement the biographies.

This artistic approach enhances comprehension and engagement, especially for visual learners and
younger audiences.

Critical Perspective and Cultural Significance
While the anthology celebrates women from Massachusetts, it also prompts critical reflection on

representation and inclusivity. Some observations include:

- The selection of figures is primarily focused on well-known historical and contemporary women,
but some critics may call for a broader inclusion of marginalized groups within the state.
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- The stories chosen often emphasize individual achievement, which is inspiring but may
sometimes overshadow collective movements and community-led efforts.

- The portrayal of these heroines as role models encourages empowerment, but it is important for
educators and parents to contextualize these stories within larger social histories.

Culturally, the book contributes to ongoing conversations about gender equality and regional history.
It serves as a reminder that women from all backgrounds and walks of life have shaped
Massachusetts? history and continue to do so.

Reception and Impact

The Barefoot Book of Heroines has been well-received for its accessible language, compelling
storytelling, and inclusive approach. Educators praise it as a valuable resource for teaching history
and social studies, while parents appreciate its inspiring narratives.

The book also plays a significant role in community initiatives, such as local library programs and
school curricula, promoting awareness of women?s contributions in the region.

Conclusion: A Celebration of Regional Heroines and Universal Values

The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from MA stands out as a thoughtfully curated tribute
to the women who have made indelible marks on Massachusetts and beyond. Through engaging
biographies, vibrant illustrations, and thematic richness, it offers a powerful tool for education and
inspiration.

In a broader sense, the anthology exemplifies the importance of regional stories in fostering identity
and pride, while emphasizing universal values of resilience, courage, and social justice. Whether
used in classrooms, libraries, or family reading time, this book serves as a beacon for empowering
future generations of girls and boys alike.

As we continue to seek narratives that elevate diverse voices and histories, The Barefoot Book of
Heroines reminds us that every community is rich with stories worth telling?stories of heroines who
inspire us to dream bigger and act bravely.

QuestionAnswer What is 'The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from Massachusetts'
about? 'The Barefoot Book of Heroines: Great Women from Massachusetts' is a collection of
inspiring stories highlighting the achievements and contributions of notable women from
Massachusetts, aimed at educating and empowering young readers. Who are some featured
heroines in 'The Barefoot Book of Heroines'? The book features a diverse range of heroines,
including historical figures like Abigail Adams and Susan B. Anthony, as well as contemporary
women who have made significant impacts in various fields such as science, arts, activism, and
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politics. How does 'The Barefoot Book of Heroines' promote gender equality and female
empowerment? By sharing inspiring stories of women from Massachusetts who have broken
barriers and achieved greatness, the book encourages young readers to pursue their dreams,
challenge stereotypes, and recognize the importance of female contributions throughout history. Is
"The Barefoot Book of Heroines' suitable for children and educators? Yes, the book is designed for
children and educators, offering engaging narratives and illustrations that make learning about
influential women accessible and inspiring for young audiences. Where can | find 'The Barefoot
Book of Heroines: Great Women from Massachusetts'? The book is available through major
retailers, online bookstores, and libraries. It can also be purchased directly from Barefoot Books'
official website or local independent bookstores.
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