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Power Sport Tecumseh Model OH195EA

Power Sport Tecumseh Model OH195EA is a prominent engine model widely recognized for its
durability, performance, and reliability in the realm of small engines. Designed primarily for use in
various power sports applications, such as go-karts, mini-bikes, generators, and lawn equipment,
this engine has become a popular choice among hobbyists and professionals alike. Understanding
the features, specifications, maintenance requirements, and common troubleshooting tips for the
OH195EA model offers valuable insights into maximizing its performance and lifespan.

Overview of Tecumseh and the OH195EA Model
About Tecumseh

Tecumseh Products Company was a well-known American manufacturer of small engines, power
equipment, and related components. Renowned for their robust design and innovative engineering,
Tecumseh engines were a staple in the small engine market for decades. Although the company
ceased production in 2014, their legacy persists through the many engines still in use today.

The OH195EA Model: An Introduction

The Tecumseh OH195EA is a 4-stroke, air-cooled engine with a horizontal shaft configuration. It is
typically rated around 5 horsepower and features a carburetor-based fuel system, making it suitable
for various power sports and outdoor power equipment applications.

Key Specifications of Tecumseh Model OH195EA

Engine Details

- Type: 4-stroke, air-cooled

- Displacement: 195 cc

- Horsepower: Approximately 5 HP

- Cooling System: Air-cooled with cooling fins
- Starting System: Recoil pull-start

- Fuel System: Carbureted
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- Lubrication: Oil bath or splash lubrication
- Ignition System: Magneto with points or electronic ignition (depending on model variation)

Physical Dimensions
- Engine Height/Width/Length: Compact design suitable for small equipment
- Weight: Approximately 35-40 Ibs, depending on configuration
Performance Factors
- Fuel Capacity: Typically around 1 quart
- Oil Capacity: About 20 oz
- Recommended Operating RPM: 3600-4000 RPM
Features and Benefits of the OH195EA

Durability and Reliability

The OH195EA engine is designed with sturdy components, ensuring longevity even under rigorous
usage. Its robust construction allows it to withstand the demands of power sport applications.

Ease of Maintenance

Designed with user-friendly features, such as accessible spark plugs and olil fill points, the engine
simplifies routine maintenance tasks, making it suitable for both novice and experienced users.

Versatility

The engine's adaptable design makes it compatible with various equipment types, including
go-karts, minibikes, and small generators, providing flexibility in use.

Performance Efficiency

With a balanced combination of power output and fuel economy, the OH195EA offers efficient
operation, making it a cost-effective choice over time.

Installation and Setup

Choosing the Right Equipment
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- Ensure compatibility with the engine?s shaft size and mounting points.
- Verify the required horsepower and torque specifications for your application.

Mounting the Engine
- Use appropriate mounting brackets and hardware.
- Secure the engine firmly to prevent vibrations and movement during operation.
Fuel and Oil Setup
- Fill the fuel tank with clean, fresh gasoline (preferably unleaded).
- Add the recommended type and amount of oil, typically a 10W-30 or 30-weight oil, following the
manufacturer?s specifications.
Operating the Tecumseh OH195EA
Starting Procedures
- Ensure the engine has sufficient oil and fuel.
- Engage the choke if the engine is cold.
- Turn the ignition switch to the ‘On’ position.
- Pull the recoll starter firmly until the engine fires.
- Gradually disengage the choke once the engine warms up.
Running and Throttling
- Adjust the throttle control to set the desired engine speed.
- Monitor engine temperature and listen for irregular noises indicating potential issues.
Safety Precautions
- Always operate in well-ventilated areas.
- Keep hands and clothing away from moving parts.

- Wear appropriate protective gear, such as gloves and eye protection.

Maintenance Guidelines
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Regular Inspection and Servicing

- Check oil levels before each use.

- Inspect spark plug and replace if worn or fouled.

- Clean air filter regularly to ensure optimal airflow.

- Examine fuel lines and replace if cracked or leaking.

Oil Change

- Drain the old oil after warm-up.
- Refill with manufacturer-recommended oil.

- Change oil every 25-50 hours of operation or at least once per season.

Spark Plug Maintenance

- Remove and inspect the spark plug for wear and carbon buildup.

- Clean or replace as needed.

- Set the correct gap according to specifications.
Carburetor Tuning

- Adjust the idle screw for smooth operation.

- Clean the carburetor periodically to prevent clogging.
Troubleshooting Common Issues
Engine Won't Start

- Check fuel supply and ensure the tank isn't empty.

- Inspect the spark plug for fouling or damage.

- Verify the ignition switch and wiring.

- Ensure the choke is functioning correctly.

Engine Runs Rough or Stalls

Vol. 2025, Issue 2
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- Clean or replace the air filter.

- Adjust carburetor settings.

- Check for vacuum leaks or fuel line obstructions.
Loss of Power

- Inspect for clogged air filters or dirty carburetors.

- Check the oil level; low oil can trigger automatic shutdowns.

- Examine the spark plug and ignition system.
Overheating

- Ensure adequate airflow around the engine.

- Clean cooling fins to remove debris and dirt.

- Avoid extended operation at high RPMs without breaks.
Upgrading and Modifications
Performance Enhancements

- Installing high-performance air filters.

- Upgrading to a more efficient carburetor.

- Using synthetic oils for better lubrication.

Compatibility with Accessories

- Adding a larger fuel tank for extended runtime.

- Installing a custom muffler for noise reduction or performance.

Safety and Compliance

- Ensure any modifications comply with local safety regulations.

- Regularly inspect modifications for integrity and safety.

Legacy and Replacement Considerations
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Discontinuation and Replacement Options

Since Tecumseh ceased production, parts and support for the OH195EA may become scarce.
Users should consider:

- Sourcing parts from third-party vendors or salvage yards.
- Upgrading to newer engine models from other manufacturers, such as Briggs & Stratton or
Honda, which offer similar power and reliability.

Resale and Second-Hand Market

- The engine?s durability maintains demand in the used market.
- Proper maintenance history increases resale value.

Conclusion

The Tecumseh Power Sport Model OH195EA remains a respected small engine choice for a variety
of power sports and outdoor power equipment. Its combination of durability, ease of maintenance,
and reliable performance makes it a favorite among enthusiasts and professionals. Understanding
its specifications, proper operation, routine maintenance, and troubleshooting can significantly
extend the engine?s lifespan and ensure safe, efficient use. Although Tecumseh no longer
manufactures this model, the legacy of the OH195EA continues through the many units still in
operation, testament to its design excellence. Proper care and occasional upgrades can keep this
engine running smoothly for years to come, preserving its reputation as a dependable power source
in small engine applications.

Power Sport Tecumseh Model OH195EA: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

The Power Sport Tecumseh Model OH195EA is a prominent engine choice among small engine
enthusiasts, lawn care professionals, and recreational vehicle users. Known for its durability,
performance, and versatility, this engine has established itself as a reliable power source in various
applications. In this comprehensive review, we will explore the technical specifications, design
features, performance characteristics, maintenance considerations, and overall suitability of the
OH195EA, providing enthusiasts and users with an in-depth understanding of this engine.

Overview of the Power Sport Tecumseh OH195EA

Historical Context and Market Position
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Tecumseh Engines, founded in 1932, has long been recognized for producing high-quality small
engines tailored for outdoor power equipment. The OH195EA model is part of Tecumseh's Power
Sport series, designed specifically for recreational and utility equipment such as go-karts, mini-bikes,
and small utility vehicles. Its reputation is built on a combination of robust construction and ease of
maintenance, making it a popular choice among hobbyists and professional operators alike.

Application Scope

The OH195EA engine is primarily used in:

- Mini-bikes and pocket bikes

- Go-karts

- Utility carts

- Small off-road vehicles

- Custom-built recreational machinery

Its adaptability makes it a versatile option for various compact power applications, especially where
a balance of power and manageable size is essential.

Technical Specifications and Design Features
Engine Type and Configuration

The Tecumseh OH195EA is a single-cylinder, four-stroke, air-cooled engine. Its design emphasizes
simplicity and reliability, with a horizontally opposed cylinder layout that optimizes cooling and power
delivery.

Key specifications include:

- Displacement: 195cc

- Bore x Stroke: 2.00 inches x 1.75 inches

- Power Output: Approximately 6 horsepower at 3600 RPM

- Carburetor: Fixed jet with manual choke

- Lubrication: Splash lubrication system

- Starting Method: Recoil pull start; optional electric start in some variants
- Fuel System: Gravity-fed fuel tank with a capacity of around 0.8 gallons

This configuration ensures a smooth power curve and decent torque output suitable for small
recreational vehicles.
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Construction and Materials
The engine features a sturdy cast iron cylinder liner, which enhances durability and wear resistance.
The crankshaft is supported by ball bearings, providing stability during operation. The flywheel is

designed for balanced rotation, minimizing vibrations and prolonging engine life.

The engine's body and components are built from high-quality cast aluminum and steel, ensuring
resistance to corrosion and physical wear, especially in outdoor environments.

Cooling System
Air cooling is achieved through fins cast into the cylinder head and block, which dissipate heat

efficiently during operation. The design allows for straightforward maintenance, with accessible
cooling fins and straightforward cleaning procedures.

Performance Analysis
Power and Torque Characteristics
With approximately 6 horsepower, the OH195EA delivers sufficient power for small to medium-sized
recreational vehicles. Its torque output is optimized for acceleration and steady operation, making it
suitable for applications requiring reliable performance over extended periods.
Performance highlights:

- Consistent power delivery at 3600 RPM

- Good torque for its class, enabling the movement of heavier loads

- Smooth engine operation, reducing vibrations and operator fatigue
Fuel Efficiency and Consumption
The engine's design promotes reasonable fuel efficiency, with typical consumption rates of
approximately 0.4 to 0.6 gallons per hour under moderate load. Operators should note that fuel
economy varies depending on the application, load, and maintenance practices.
Operational Considerations

- The engine operates best within a specific RPM range; over-revving can lead to increased wear.
- Proper tuning of the carburetor enhances performance and fuel economy.
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- Regular oil changes and air filter replacements are vital to maintaining optimal operation.

Maintenance and Durability
Routine Maintenance Requirements

The OH195EA engine is designed for ease of maintenance, with accessible components and
straightforward procedures. Key maintenance tasks include:

- Oil Changes: Every 25-50 hours of operation or as recommended in the user manual.

- Air Filter Replacement: Every 50 hours or when visibly dirty.

- Spark Plug Inspection: Every 100 hours; replace if worn or fouled.

- Carburetor Cleaning: Periodic cleaning to prevent fuel clogging and ensure smooth operation.
- Cooling Fins Cleaning: Regular removal of debris to prevent overheating.

Durability and Longevity

When properly maintained, the OH195EA engine can last several hundred hours of operation. Its
cast iron cylinder liner and robust construction contribute to long-term durability. However, operators
must adhere to recommended maintenance schedules and use quality fuel and lubricants to
maximize lifespan.

Advantages and Limitations

Advantages

- Reliable Power Output: Consistent and sufficient for recreational applications.

- Ease of Maintenance: Simple design allows for straightforward repairs and servicing.
- Durability: Built with quality materials to withstand outdoor conditions.

- Versatility: Suitable for various small vehicle types and custom projects.

- Cost-Effective: Generally affordable, with parts and service widely available.

Limitations

- Limited Starting Options: Recoil start is standard; electric start may require additional

modifications.
- Vibration Levels: Although balanced, some users report noticeable vibrations during prolonged

use.
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- Fuel Efficiency: Not as efficient as more modern, fuel-injected engines.
- Emission Standards: Meets basic standards, but may not comply with stricter modern
regulations without modifications.

Comparison with Similar Engines

When evaluating the OH195EA, it is useful to compare it with other engines in the same class:

- Briggs & Stratton 6.5 HP: Known for similar power, with comparable maintenance needs but
different mounting configurations.

- Honda GX160: Slightly more expensive but offers quieter operation, higher fuel efficiency, and
advanced features like electric start.

- Lifan 6.5 HP: A budget alternative with comparable performance but varying durability and
support infrastructure.

The Tecumseh OH195EA strikes a balance between affordability, reliability, and ease of use,
making it a favored option among hobbyists and small vehicle manufacturers.

Suitability and Final Assessment

The Power Sport Tecumseh OH195EA remains a solid choice for small vehicle builders, recreational
enthusiasts, and small business operators. Its straightforward design, reliable performance, and
durability make it an attractive engine for various applications.

Ideal use cases include:

- Custom mini-bikes and go-karts

- Utility carts for farms or warehouses

- Small off-road vehicles and ATV modifications

- Educational projects involving small engine mechanics

Final thoughts: While newer engine models with electronic fuel injection and advanced emission
controls are emerging, the OH195EA continues to hold its ground due to its simplicity and proven

performance. Proper maintenance and operation within recommended parameters will ensure that
this engine remains a dependable power source for years to come.

Conclusion

The Tecumseh OH195EA engine exemplifies the qualities that have historically made Tecumseh a
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trusted name in small engine manufacturing: durability, simplicity, and reliability. Its technical
specifications and design features support a wide range of recreational and utility applications,
offering users a balance of power and ease of maintenance. Although it has some limitations
compared to modern engines, its proven track record and widespread availability ensure it remains
a relevant and valuable choice in the small engine market. Enthusiasts and operators seeking a
dependable, straightforward engine for their projects will find the Power Sport Tecumseh OH195EA
to be a compelling option worth considering.

QuestionAnswer What are the key features of the Power Sport Tecumseh OH195EA engine?
The Power Sport Tecumseh OH195EA engine is a 4-stroke, horizontal shaft engine known for its
durability and reliability, featuring a 5.0 HP power output, a cast iron sleeve for durability, and recoill
start for easy operation. Is the Tecumseh OH195EA compatible with specific lawn equipment or
generators? Yes, the Tecumseh OH195EA is commonly used in lawn mowers, small tractors, and
portable generators due to its size and power specifications, but always verify compatibility with your
equipment's specifications. What common maintenance tasks are recommended for the Tecumseh
OH195EA engine? Regular maintenance for the Tecumseh OH195EA includes changing the oll,
cleaning or replacing the air filter, inspecting and replacing the spark plug, and checking the fuel
system to ensure optimal performance. Are there any known issues or recalls related to the
Tecumseh OH195EA engine? As of the latest information, there are no widespread recalls for the
Tecumseh OH195EA. However, users should check with Tecumseh or authorized dealers for any
specific issues or updates related to their units. Where can | find replacement parts or technical
support for the Tecumseh OH195EA engine? Replacement parts and technical support for the
Tecumseh OH195EA can be obtained from authorized Tecumseh dealers, online parts retailers, or
the official Tecumseh website, ensuring compatibility and quality.
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engine, replacement engine, Tecumseh OH195EA parts, outdoor power equipment, engine repair



