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the making and unmaking of francoist kitsch cinema

The history of cinema under Francoist Spain is a complex tapestry woven with political constraints,
cultural ambitions, and aesthetic choices. Among the many facets of this cinematic landscape, the
phenomenon of kitsch?a style characterized by exaggerated emotion, gaudy visuals, and often
superficial sentimentality?stands out as both a product of its time and a reflection of ideological
influences. The making and unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema reveal much about how art can be
manipulated to serve political ends, as well as how such works can be reevaluated and dismantled
in post-Franco Spain. This article explores the origins, characteristics, impact, and subsequent
critigue of Francoist kitsch cinema, illustrating its rise and fall within the broader context of Spain?s
socio-political history.

The Making of Francoist Kitsch Cinema
Historical and Political Context

The Francoist regime (1939?71975) was marked by authoritarian control, censorship, and a desire to
promote a unified national identity rooted in traditional Catholic values. Cinema became a vital tool
for ideological dissemination, with the state exerting significant influence over film content,
production, and distribution.

Key factors shaping the emergence of kitsch cinema include:

- State censorship: Films had to align with regime ideals, promoting conservative morality and
nationalism.

- Cultural nationalism: A focus on Spanish history, rural life, and religious themes to foster a
sense of cultural pride.

- Economic constraints: Limited budgets and resources pushed filmmakers toward cost-effective,
often superficial visual styles.

In this environment, filmmakers often resorted to kitsch techniques?emotional excess, melodramatic
storytelling, and visually gaudy aesthetics?to connect with audiences and reinforce the regime?s
messages.
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Characteristics of Francoist Kitsch Cinema

The defining traits of this cinematic style include:

- Exaggerated emotionality: Over-the-top performances and melodramatic narratives designed to
evoke strong feelings.

- Visual gaudiness: Bright, saturated colors, ornate costumes, and elaborate set designs that
often prioritized spectacle over realism.

- Simplistic moral dichotomies: Clear-cut heroes and villains aligning with regime values.

- Idealized portrayals: Romanticized depictions of rural life, traditional family structures, and
religious devotion.

- Propaganda elements: Subtle or overt messages emphasizing national pride, religious piety,
and anti-communist sentiments.

Some notable examples of this style include popular comedia films, religious epics, and rural
melodramas that prioritized entertainment and ideological reinforcement over artistic innovation.

The Making Process: Production and Content

The production process of Francoist kitsch cinema was often characterized by:

- State-sponsored projects: Films produced directly or indirectly through government agencies to
ensure ideological compliance.

- Limited artistic freedom: Directors and writers were often constrained by censorship, leading to
formulaic storytelling.

- Use of stereotypes: Reliance on clichés, such as the noble peasant or the pious family, to
convey moral messages quickly.

- Commercial appeal: Emphasis on popular genres like musical comedies, religious films, and
rural dramas to attract mass audiences.

Despite these limitations, many filmmakers found ways to infuse their work with genuine emotion,
sometimes subtly critiquing or complicating the official narratives.

The Unmaking of Francoist Kitsch Cinema
Transition to Democracy and Cultural Critique

The death of Franco in 1975 marked a turning point in Spain?s cultural landscape. With the advent
of democracy and liberalization, censorship eased, and filmmakers gained new freedoms to explore
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diverse themes and styles.

This shift led to a critical reevaluation of Francoist cinema, with scholars and audiences recognizing
the kitsch elements as symptomatic of oppressive ideological manipulation rather than authentic
artistic expression.

Key aspects of this unmaking process include:

- Historical recontextualization: Viewing kitsch films as artifacts of authoritarian propaganda.

- Critical scholarship: Academic studies dissected the aesthetic and ideological aspects of these
films, highlighting their superficiality and political motives.

- Cultural nostalgia and rejection: Some segments romanticized the era?s popular films, while
others condemned their propagandistic nature.

- Restoration and preservation debates: Questions arose about whether to preserve these films
as historical documents or to consign them to oblivion due to their ideological content.

Artistic and Cultural Reassessment

Post-Franco Spain experienced a cultural renaissance that sought to break away from the aesthetic
and ideological constraints of the past. This involved:

- New cinematic movements: Directors like Pedro Almoddvar and others challenged traditional
narratives and aesthetics, emphasizing authenticity and complexity.

- Deconstruction of kitsch: Recognizing kitsch as a deliberate aesthetic choice that often carried
political weight, leading to nuanced critiques.

- Reevaluation of genre and style: Viewing kitsch cinema as a reflection of societal anxieties and
desires under censorship, rather than merely superficial entertainment.

In this context, the unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema was both a cultural liberation and an
acknowledgment of the era?s ideological manipulations.

The Legacy and Continuing Influence
While many kitsch films were dismissed or forgotten, some have experienced revival as objects of

study or nostalgia. Their legacy persists in:

- Academic research: Scholars analyze these films to understand the relationship between
politics and aesthetics.
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- Film restoration projects: Efforts to preserve and contextualize these works as part of Spain?s
cinematic history.

- Cultural critique: Contemporary artists and flmmakers sometimes reference or parody kitsch
elements to comment on Spain?s past.

The process of unmaking has also involved confronting uncomfortable truths about censorship,
propaganda, and the role of popular culture in authoritarian regimes.

Conclusion: The Cyclical Nature of Kitsch in Cinema

The making and unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema exemplify how political regimes influence
cultural production, shaping aesthetic styles that serve ideological purposes. While these films were
crafted to promote nationalistic and religious ideals through superficial spectacle and emotional
excess, their reevaluation reveals layers of social and political meaning often obscured by their
gaudy surface.

Today, understanding this cinematic phenomenon helps us recognize the power of film as both a
tool of propaganda and a mirror of societal tensions. The legacy of Francoist kitsch cinema reminds
us that aesthetics are never neutral?they are embedded within historical contexts that can both
oppress and inspire critique. As Spain continues to grapple with its past, the unmaking of such
cinema remains an ongoing process, fostering a deeper appreciation of how art reflects and resists
the political currents of its time.

Keywords for SEO optimization: Francoist cinema, kitsch film Spain, Spanish propaganda films,
censorship in Spain, Spanish film history, post-Franco cultural reevaluation, melodramatic Spanish
films, Spanish national identity in cinema, ideological cinema Spain, history of Spanish film industry

The making and unmaking of francoist kitsch cinema

In the shadowed corridors of Spain?s cinematic history, few phenomena evoke as much intrigue and
controversy as the emergence and eventual decline of Francoist kitsch cinema. This peculiar genre,
born out of a complex socio-political landscape, served as both a tool of propaganda and a
reflection of popular tastes under the dictatorial regime of Francisco Franco. Its rise, characterized
by vibrant visuals, simplistic narratives, and often melodramatic performances, was intertwined with
Spain?s national identity, censorship policies, and cultural aspirations. Yet, as Spain transitioned
into democracy and the cultural winds shifted, so did the perception and significance of this
cinematic style, leading to its gradual unmaking. This article explores the intricate processes behind
the making and unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema?an epoch marked by ideological manipulation,
aesthetic experimentation, and eventual cultural reevaluation.

The Making of Francoist Kitsch Cinema: ldeology, Aesthetics, and
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Propaganda
Historical and Political Context: The Birth of a Genre

To understand the emergence of Francoist kitsch cinema, it is essential to contextualize it within
Spain?s turbulent mid-20th century history. After the Spanish Civil War (1936?1939), Franco?s
authoritarian regime consolidated power, establishing a society characterized by censorship,
repression, and a desire for national unity. Film quickly became a strategic tool for shaping public
opinion, promoting traditional values, and fostering a sense of Spanish identity aligned with the
regime?s ideals.

During the 1940s and 1950s, the state-controlled film industry prioritized productions that aligned
with nationalist narratives. These films often portrayed idealized images of rural life, Catholic virtues,
and heroic depictions of Spain?s history. While some films aimed at artistic expression, many fell
into the realm of commercial entertainment that adhered to strict ideological lines. It was within this
environment that Francoist kitsch cinema took root?not as a conscious artistic movement, but as a
byproduct of censorship, propaganda needs, and popular demand.

Defining Characteristics of Francoist Kitsch Cinema
Francoist kitsch cinema is characterized by several distinctive features that make it both

recognizable and controversial:

- Visual Excess and Colorfulness: Bright, saturated colors and flamboyant set designs aimed to
captivate audiences and evoke emotional responses. The aesthetic often bordered on the gaudy,
emphasizing spectacle over subtlety.

- Simplistic Narratives: Plots were straightforward, often centered around themes of patriotism,
family, religion, and morality. Villains were clearly defined, and heroes embodied traditional values.

- Melodramatic Performances: Acting styles leaned towards the theatrical and exaggerated,
reinforcing the emotional appeal and accessibility of the films.

- Use of Stereotypes: Characters often embodied stereotypes?idealized patriots, virtuous women,
villainous foreigners?that reinforced social hierarchies and ideological messages.
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- Propagandistic Elements: While many films aimed to entertain, they subtly (or overtly) promoted
the values of the regime, including Catholicism, nationalism, and anti-communism.

The Production Process: Censorship and State Control

The making of Francoist kitsch cinema was heavily influenced by censorship policies. The regime
maintained strict control over film content, ensuring that movies conformed to ideological standards.
Filmmakers navigated a complex landscape of censorship boards, which approved scripts, scripts
revisions, and final cuts.

This environment led to certain creative compromises:

- Simplification of Content: Complex or controversial themes were avoided or allegorized to pass
censorship.

- Use of Allegory and Symbolism: In some cases, filmmakers employed allegorical storytelling to
communicate messages subtly.

- State Funding and Industry Support: The government provided subsidies and support to
productions that aligned with its values, fostering an environment conducive to kitsch aesthetics.

- Promotion of National Identity: Films often celebrated Spain?s cultural heritage, rural traditions,
and Catholic faith, reinforcing national cohesion.
The Studio System and Key Figures
Major studios such as Sociedad General de Espectaculos (SGE) and the burgeoning independent
producers played roles in shaping the genre. Prominent directors and actors often became symbols

of national cinema, embodying the ideals promoted by the regime.

Notable figures include:

- Luis Marquina: Known for melodramatic films that combined patriotism with popular appeal.

- Antonio del Amo: Directed family-friendly films emphasizing traditional values.



The Making And Unmaking Of Francoist Kitsch Cinema Tutorial Vol. 2022, Issue 1

- Actresses like Amparo Rivelles and Carmen Sevilla: Became icons through their roles in
patriotic and romantic films.

These figures contributed to the visual and thematic consistency that defined the genre, making it a
staple of Spanish popular culture during the Franco era.

The Unmaking of Francoist Kitsch Cinema: Cultural Shifts and
Political Change

Transition to Democracy: The End of State Control

The death of Franco in 1975 marked a turning point in Spain?s political and cultural landscape. The
subsequent transition to democracy brought about liberalization, censorship easing, and a
reevaluation of national identity. As the cultural climate evolved, the once-celebrated kitsch cinema
faced increasing critique and marginalization.

The new societal values emphasized artistic innovation, social realism, and critical engagement with
Spain?s history. The nostalgic and propagandistic elements of Francoist kitsch cinema were
increasingly viewed as relics of a repressive past.

Critical Reassessment and Cultural Rejection
During the late 20th century and into the 21st, film scholars and critics began to scrutinize Francoist

kitsch cinema:

- Aesthetic Critique: Recognized for its superficiality and reliance on visual spectacle rather than
narrative depth.

- Ideological Reassessment: Seen as a tool for ideological indoctrination, masking cultural and
artistic deficits.

- Cultural Nostalgia and Irony: Some contemporary filmmakers and audiences approach these
films with irony or nostalgia, acknowledging their camp appeal rather than genuine artistic merit.

- Censorship and Propaganda as Ethical Concerns: The moral implications of celebrating or
reviving films associated with repression and authoritarianism have led to debates about cultural
memory.
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The Decline and Marginalization of Kitsch Cinema

Several factors contributed to the decline of Francoist kitsch cinema:

- Rise of New Spanish Cinema: Directors like Pedro Almodévar and others introduced innovative
storytelling and aesthetics that contrasted sharply with the old regime?s style.

- Official and Cultural Rejections: Film festivals, museums, and cultural institutions increasingly
marginalized kitsch films, viewing them as emblematic of a repressive era.

- Globalization and Cultural Flows: International cinema, with its emphasis on artistic
experimentation and social critique, overshadowed the nostalgic spectacle of kitsch.

- Legal and Ethical Debates: Discussions about the appropriateness of screening or celebrating
films linked to censorship and dictatorship gained prominence.

Legacy and Contemporary Perspectives

Although largely unmade as a mainstream genre, Francoist kitsch cinema retains a complex legacy.
On one hand, it is seen as a problematic reminder of authoritarian propaganda and cultural
repression. On the other, it has gained a certain ironic appreciation among cinephiles and collectors,
who view it as kitsch art?a reflection of its time, with all its excesses and contradictions.

In recent years, some filmmakers and scholars have revisited these films, exploring their aesthetic
gualities and cultural significance. Film festivals dedicated to ?camp? or ?retro Spanish cinema?
often include selections of Francoist kitsch movies, highlighting their camp appeal and historical
importance.

Conclusion: From Propaganda to Cultural Artefact

The making and unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema exemplify how cinema functions as a mirror
and a tool of its society. Initially crafted to serve political ends, these films now serve as cultural
artifacts?reminders of a repressive era and the complex relationship between state power, popular
culture, and artistic expression. Their story is one of aesthetic excess rooted in ideological intent,
and of a society?s effort to move beyond its past, even if traces remain in the cinematic landscape.
As Spain continues to grapple with its history, the legacy of Francoist kitsch cinema remains an
intriguing chapter?one that continues to fascinate, repulse, and inspire reinterpretation.
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QuestionAnswer What defines Francoist kitsch cinema and how did it emerge during Spain's
Franco era? Francoist kitsch cinema refers to films that employ exaggerated, sentimental, and often
melodramatic elements to promote nationalistic and traditionalist values during Franco's
dictatorship. It emerged as a tool for propaganda and cultural reinforcement, blending patriotic
themes with popular entertainment to appeal to broad audiences while subtly perpetuating the
regime's ideals. How did the making of Francoist kitsch cinema serve political purposes?
Filmmakers used kitsch cinema to reinforce Francoist ideology by depicting idealized images of
Spain, emphasizing traditional family values, Catholicism, and national unity. These films often
glossed over social issues, presenting a sanitized version of Spanish life that aligned with regime
narratives. In what ways did the unmaking of Francoist kitsch cinema occur post-Franco era? After
Franco's death, Spain experienced a cultural shift that led to the deconstruction of kitsch cinema.
Critics and filmmakers began to challenge and critique the simplistic and propagandistic elements,
embracing more nuanced and authentic representations of Spanish life, which marginalized the
kitsch aesthetic. What are some characteristic visual and thematic elements of Francoist kitsch
cinema? Common elements include idyllic rural landscapes, idealized family scenes, patriotic
symbols, melodramatic acting, sentimental music, and narratives emphasizing tradition, faith, and
national pride. These elements aimed to evoke emotional responses aligned with regime values.
Who were some influential filmmakers involved in the production of Francoist kitsch cinema?
Directors like José Luis Sdenz de Heredia and filmmakers associated with the regime's cultural
machinery played significant roles, producing films that reinforced Francoist ideals. Some of these
films were commissioned by the state or aligned with official cultural policies. How has contemporary
scholarship reinterpreted or critiqued Francoist kitsch cinema? Scholars analyze these films as
artifacts of propaganda and cultural identity, examining how kitsch cinema functioned to legitimize
and sustain the regime's ideology. Recent critiques often focus on the genre's aesthetic excess and
its role in shaping collective memory and national identity. What role did popular culture and
consumerism play in the making of Francoist kitsch cinema? Kitsch cinema was designed to appeal
to mass audiences, incorporating popular music, fashion, and cultural motifs. It leveraged
consumerist imagery to promote a sense of national pride and stability, making the films accessible
and emotionally resonant for ordinary Spaniards. How did the aesthetic of kitsch cinema influence
Spain?s post-dictatorship cultural landscape? The aesthetic became a subject of critical
reevaluation, with some viewing it as nostalgic or camp, while others deconstructed its
propagandistic roots. It influenced contemporary filmmakers and artists who sought to reinterpret or
subvert its traditionalist and sentimental imagery. Can parallels be drawn between Francoist kitsch
cinema and other regimes' use of cinematic propaganda? Yes, similar to other authoritarian
regimes, Francoist kitsch cinema used melodrama, idealization, and emotional appeal to manipulate
public perception and reinforce ideological narratives. Comparative studies highlight shared
strategies in utilizing cinema as a tool for cultural hegemony.

Related keywords: Francoist cinema, kitsch aesthetics, Spanish propaganda films, authoritarian
visual culture, political symbolism in film, fascist art, cultural memory Spain, cinematic propaganda,
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postwar Spanish cinema, ideological imagery

Falange espanola de las jons atlas ilustrado

falange espanola de las jons atlas ilustrado es una organizacién politica que tuvo un papel
destacado en la historia de Espafia durante la primera mitad del siglo XX. Conocida por su
ideologia nacionalista, autoritaria y fascista, la Falange Espafiola de las JONS (Juntas de Ofensiva
Nacional Sindicalista) fue fundada en 1933 y se convirtié en uno de los principales movimientos
politicos durante la Guerra Civil Espafiola y la posterior dictadura de Francisco Franco. Este articulo
explora en profundidad la historia, ideologia, estructura y legado de la Falange Espafiola de las
JONS, ofreciendo una visién completa y detallada para entender su significado en el contexto
politico espafiol.

Origen y fundacion de la Falange Espafiola de las JONS
Contexto historico y politico

La primera mitad del siglo XX en Espafia estuvo marcada por profundas convulsiones sociales,
econdmicas Yy politicas. La inestabilidad politica, la crisis econémica y el temor a la expansién del
comunismo generaron un caldo de cultivo para movimientos de caracter nacionalista y autoritario.
En este contexto, surgieron diversas corrientes ideoldgicas que buscaban responder a los desafios
del momento, entre ellas, la Falange Espafiola.

Fundacion y liderazgo

La Falange Espafiola de las JONS fue fundada en 1933 por José Antonio Primo de Rivera, hijo del
dictador Miguel Primo de Rivera, como una organizacion politica de caracter fascista y nacionalista.
La unién de la Falange Espafiola y las JONS (Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional Sindicalista) en 1934

dio lugar a una organizacion unificada que buscaba promover un modelo de Estado autoritario,
basado en la union de la nacion, la religion catolica y el economia dirigida.

ldeologia y principios fundamentales
Principios clave de la Falange Espafiola de las JONS

La ideologia de la Falange se articulaba en torno a varios principios esenciales que guiaban su
accion politica y social:
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- Fascismo y autoritarismo: La organizacion defendia un Estado fuerte, centralizado y
autoritario, rechazando la democracia liberal.

- Nacionalismo extremo: La promocion de la unidad y grandeza de Espafia por encima de
cualquier interés particular o regional.

- Fascismo corporativista: La organizacion social basada en corporaciones que representaban
diferentes sectores econdmicos y sociales.

- Religién catélica: La defensa del catolicismo como pilar fundamental de la identidad espafiola
y del orden social.

- Militarismo y disciplina: La exaltacién del espiritu militar, la disciplina y el sacrificio personal.

Simbolismo y estética
La Falange utilizaba simbolos y estéticas que reflejaban su ideologia fascista. El yugo y las flechas,
el escudo con la cruz de Borgofia, y otros simbolos visuales buscaban proyectar fuerza, unidad y

tradicion. La vestimenta distintiva, como la camisa azul y la insignia en el brazo, también formaba
parte de su identidad visual.

Organizacién y estructura interna

Jerarquiay liderazgo

La estructura interna de la Falange estaba altamente jerarquizada, con José Antonio Primo de
Rivera como lider maximo hasta su fallecimiento en 1936. Tras su muerte, la organizacion fue
controlada por lideres designados por el régimen franquista, que consolidaron su poder en la
organizacion.

Organos de mando vy afiliacion

La organizacién contaba con diferentes niveles:

- Junta Nacional: Maximo érgano de decision.

- Comités regionales y provinciales: Responsables de la coordinacion local y regional.

- Milicias y grupos paramilitares: Fuerzas armadas y de choque que defendian los intereses
del movimiento.

La afiliacion a la Falange implicaba una fuerte disciplina, compromiso ideoldgico y participacion
activa en actividades politicas, sociales y de movilizacion.

Participacion en la Guerra Civil Espafiola
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El papel de la Falange en el conflicto

La Falange Espafiola de las JONS fue uno de los actores principales en el estallido de la Guerra
Civil Espafiola en 1936, apoyando la sublevacién militar contra la Republica. Sus milicias,
conocidas como las "Flechas Negras", jugaron un papel activo en las batallas y en la consolidacién
del bando nacionalista.

Contribuciones y acciones destacadas

Entre las contribuciones de la Falange en la guerra se incluyen:

- Formacion de grupos paramilitares para combatir en el frente.
- Propagacion de la ideologia fascista entre las tropas y la poblacion civil.
- Implementacién de campafias de propaganda para fortalecer el apoyo al bando nacionalista.

El apoyo de la Falange fue crucial en la victoria de los nacionales y en la instauracion del régimen
franquista.

El régimen franquista y la integracion de la Falange

La unificacién bajo Franco

Tras la victoria en la guerra, Francisco Franco promovié la unificacién de todas las fuerzas politicas
de derecha bajo su mando, estableciendo el Movimiento Nacional, donde la Falange tuvo un papel
central. En 1937, la Falange Espafiola de las JONS fue absorbida oficialmente en el aparato del
Estado, perdiendo parte de su autonomia.

El papel de la Falange en la dictadura

Durante la dictadura franquista (1939-1975), la Falange sirvié como el partido oficial del régimen,
promoviendo la ideologia oficial del Estado y participando en la represion politica, la censura y la

propaganda. La organizacion también fue responsable de promover valores tradicionales y de
controlar diversos aspectos sociales y culturales.

Legado y repercusiones de la Falange Espanola de las JONS
Impacto historico y social

La Falange dejo una huella profunda en la historia de Espafa, siendo vista por unos como simbolo
de nacionalismo y orden, y por otros como un movimiento fascista responsable de la represion y el
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autoritarismo. Tras la transicion democrética, la organizacion perdi6 influencia y fue ilegalizada en
varias ocasiones, aunque algunos de sus simbolos y ideas aun persisten en ciertos grupos de
ideologia similar.

Legado en la politica moderna

En la actualidad, algunos grupos de ideologia similar a la Falange contindan existiendo en Espafia,
promoviendo discursos de ultranacionalismo y autoritarismo. Sin embargo, la organizacion original y
su legado son objeto de debate y condena por su pasado fascista y colaboracionista.

Conclusion

La falange espanola de las jons atlas ilustrado es una organizacién que refleja uno de los
capitulos mas oscuros y complejos de la historia politica de Espafa. Su historia, desde su
fundacién en los afios 30 hasta su papel en la dictadura de Franco, revela las tensiones entre el
nacionalismo, el autoritarismo y los valores democraticos. Aungue su influencia ha disminuido
considerablemente, su legado sigue siendo motivo de analisis y reflexion en la historia
contemporanea del pais, sirviendo como recordatorio de los peligros del extremismo ideoldgico y la
represion politica.
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Falange Esparfiola de las JONS Atlas llustrado: An In-Depth Exploration of Spain?s Fascist
Propaganda and ldeological Archive

Introduction

The Falange Espafiola de las JONS Atlas llustrado is a significant historical artifact that
encapsulates the ideological fervor, visual rhetoric, and political propaganda of one of Spain?s most
controversial political movements in the 20th century. As a comprehensive illustrated atlas, it
provides a rare window into the visual and ideological landscape that underpinned the Falange
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Espafiola de las Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional-Sindicalista (JONS) and their efforts to shape public
perception during the tumultuous years of the Spanish Civil War and Francoist Spain.

This article aims to offer an in-depth analysis of the Atlas llustrado, examining its origins, content,
ideological messages, artistic style, and its role within the broader context of Spanish fascist
propaganda. By doing so, we will contextualize its significance not only as a historical document but
also as a tool of political influence, cultural expression, and ideological dissemination.

Historical Background of Falange Espafiola de las JONS
Origins and Formation

The Falange Espafiola (Spanish Phalanx) was founded in 1933 by José Antonio Primo de Rivera,
aiming to forge a nationalist, corporatist, and anti-communist political force rooted in Spanish
traditionalism and fascist principles. The movement sought to mobilize youth, promote a unified
Spanish identity, and oppose leftist ideologies and regional autonomism.

In 1934, the Falange merged with the Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional-Sindicalista (JONS), a fascist
organization founded by Ramiro Ledesma Ramos, creating a more structured and ideologically
cohesive movement. This union formalized a platform advocating for authoritarian rule, nationalist
supremacy, and corporatist economic policies.

Role During the Spanish Civil War

During the Spanish Civil War (1936?1939), the Falange became a key ideological pillar of Francisco
Franco?s Nationalist forces. Although initially a marginal movement, its paramilitary wing, the
Cuerpo de Defensa de la Falange (CD), participated actively in combat and political mobilization.

The Falange Espafiola de las JONS, as it was officially named during Franco?s regime, served as
both a political party and a propagandist machine, disseminating fascist ideals through publications,
rallies, and visual propaganda. The Atlas llustrado was one such tool, designed to promote a unified
nationalist ideology and bolster support among the Spanish populace.

The Atlas llustrado: Origins and Purpose

Creation and Publication

The Falange Espafola de las JONS Atlas llustrado was published during the late 1930s or early
1940s, a period marked by intense ideological consolidation following the victory of Franco?s forces.

Its primary purpose was to serve as a visual and textual compendium of the Falangist worldview,
showcasing their ideals, military achievements, cultural narratives, and political goals.



The Making And Unmaking Of Francoist Kitsch Cinema Tutorial Vol. 2022, Issue 1

Produced by Falangist publishers and propagandists, the atlas combined high-quality illustrations,
photographs, maps, and ideological texts. It aimed to educate, inspire, and consolidate the Falangist
movement?s narrative, both among supporters and the broader Spanish society.

Target Audience and Impact

The atlas was primarily aimed at young Falangists, sympathizers, and government officials,
functioning as an educational tool and propaganda piece. Its impact was multifaceted:

- Reinforcing the ideological unity and discipline of Falangist members.

- Presenting a sanitized, heroic image of the Spanish Civil War and Francoist Spain.
- Promoting nationalist and traditionalist values.

- Serving as a historical record aligned with the regime?s narrative.

Content Breakdown and Thematic Analysis
Structural Overview

The Atlas llustrado is typically organized into sections or chapters, each focusing on specific themes
relevant to the Falangist ideology, military achievements, cultural identity, and political goals. While
exact editions vary, common thematic categories include:

- The Battle for Spain: Military campaigns and victories.

- The Falangist Ideology: Principles, symbols, and slogans.

- Spanish Heritage and Culture: Traditional customs, history, and religion.

- The Nation and Its Future: Nationalist aspirations and visions of Spain?s destiny.
- Propaganda and Mobilization: Visuals of rallies, uniforms, and symbols.

Visual Style and Artistic Elements

The Atlas llustrado employs a distinctive visual style characterized by:

- Bold, patriotic color schemes?notably red, black, and white?aligning with fascist iconography.

- Heroic imagery?depictions of soldiers, Falangist leaders, and patriotic scenes designed to
evoke pride and loyalty.

- Iconography and symbols?the Falange yoke and arrows, Spanish flags, religious motifs?used to
reinforce ideological messages.

- Photographs and illustrations?sometimes idealized or propagandistic, emphasizing strength,
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unity, and traditional values.
Key Messages Conveyed

The content and visuals work synergistically to communicate core Falangist messages:

- Unity and Discipline: Portrayal of disciplined troops and organized rallies emphasizing collective
strength.

- Spanish Supremacy and Heritage: Celebrations of Spain?s historical greatness, Catholic faith,
and cultural uniqueness.

- Anti-Communism and Anti-Regionalism: Denunciations of leftist ideologies and re

QuestionAnswer ¢ Qué es la Falange Espafola de las JONS y cudl fue su origen? La Falange
Espafiola de las JONS (Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional-Sindicalista) fue un partido politico fascista
fundado en 1934 en Espafia por José Antonio Primo de Rivera, que posteriormente se fusiond con
otras organizaciones para formar la Falange Espafiola. Su ideologia combinaba nacionalismo
extremo, autoritarismo y corporativismo. ¢ Cual fue el papel de la Falange Espafola de las JONS
durante la Guerra Civil Espafiola? Durante la Guerra Civil Espafiola (1936-1939), la Falange apoy6
al bando nacionalista liderado por Franco. Sus miembros participaron activamente en la
movilizacion, propaganda y en la organizacién de milicias, sirviendo como uno de los pilares
ideoldgicos del régimen franquista. ¢ Como influy6 la Falange Espafiola de las JONS en el régimen
de Franco? La Falange Espafiola de las JONS fue un elemento clave en la estructura ideoldgica del
régimen de Franco, sirviendo como partido Unico y promoviendo una vision autoritaria, hacionalista
y anticomunista que caracterizo la dictadura durante décadas. ¢ Qué simbolos y lemas identifican a
la Falange Espafiola de las JONS? Sus simbolos incluyen el yugo y las flechas, ademas del saludo
fascista y el emblema de la camisa azul. Sus lemas principales eran 'Una, Grande y Libre'y
‘Espafia, una, grande y libre'. ¢ Cual es la situacion actual de la Falange Espafiola de las JONS?
Hoy en dia, existen pequefios grupos que reivindican el legado de la Falange, pero la organizacion
original fue disuelta tras la transicién democratica. Algunos partidos y asociaciones conservadoras
han recuperado simbologia y retéricas similares, aunque sin conexion oficial. ¢ Qué oposicion
enfrento la Falange Espariola de las JONS en su tiempo? La Falange enfrent6 oposicion de
partidos republicanos, socialistas, comunistas y movimientos antifascistas que promovian la
democracia, la libertad y los derechos humanos, asi como de sectores monarquicos y
constitucionalistas que rechazaban su ideologia autoritaria. ¢ Qué impacto tuvo la Falange Espafiola
de las JONS en la cultura y sociedad espafolas? Su influencia fue significativa en la propaganda y
en la creacion de un clima ideoldgico autoritario durante el franquismo, afectando aspectos
culturales, educativos y sociales, aungque su impacto fue ampliamente rechazado tras la transicion
democratica. ¢ Quién fue José Antonio Primo de Rivera y qué relacion tuvo con la Falange? José
Antonio Primo de Rivera fue el fundador de la Falange Espafiola en 1933. Es considerado el
idedlogo y simbolo del fascismo espariol. Fallecié en 1936, pero su legado fue fundamental para la
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historia y la ideologia del partido. ¢ Existen publicaciones o recursos ilustrados sobre la Falange
Espafiola de las JONS? Si, existen atlas y publicaciones ilustradas que documentan la historia,
simbolos y desarrollo de la Falange Espafiola de las JONS, ofreciendo una vision detallada de su
papel en la historia politica de Espafia. Estos recursos son utilizados en estudios de historia y
ciencias politicas.
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