lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 4

lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 File PDF

lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014

The Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 serves as a spiritual roadmap guiding worship, reflection,
and the observance of key events within the Lutheran tradition throughout the year. Rooted in the
historic Christian liturgical cycle, it aligns with the broader liturgical practices of many Christian
denominations, emphasizing seasons, feast days, and specific themes designed to deepen faith and
community worship. In 2014, the calendar followed a structure that highlights the life of Christ, the
church year?s seasons, and significant Lutheran observances, fostering a rhythm that helps
congregations and individuals cultivate their spiritual journey through the year.

Overview of the Lutheran Liturgical Calendar

The Lutheran liturgical calendar is primarily divided into seasons that narrate the story of salvation
through Christ. These seasons include Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter,
Pentecost, and the Time after Pentecost. Each season has its own themes, colors, and liturgical
practices, guiding worship services, hymn selections, and devotional activities.

In 2014, the Lutheran liturgical year began with Advent on December 1, 2013, and concluded with
the Feast of Christ the King on November 23, 2014. The calendar?s structure underscores themes
of anticipation, incarnation, resurrection, and the ongoing mission of the church.

Major Seasons and Their Significance in 2014

Advent

- Begins on December 1, 2013, and ends on December 24, 2013.
- Focuses on anticipation and preparation for the coming of Christ.
- Themes include hope, peace, joy, and love.

- Liturgical color: Purple or blue.

- Key observances: First Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve.

Christmas Season

- Begins on December 25, 2013, and continues through Epiphany.
- Celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.
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- Key feast days:

- Christmas Day (December 25)

- Feast of the Holy Innocents (December 28)
- Feast of the Holy Family (December 29)

- Epiphany (January 6, 2014)

- Liturgical color: White or gold.

Epiphany

- Celebrated on January 6, 2014.

- Marks the visit of the Magi and the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles.
- Themes: Manifestation and revelation.

- Focus on the light of Christ reaching all nations.

Lent

- Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2014.

- Ends on Holy Saturday, April 19, 2014.

- Emphasizes repentance, fasting, and reflection.

- Themes include humility and renewal.

- Liturgical color: Purple.

- Key observances: Ash Wednesday, Lent Wednesdays, Palm Sunday.

Holy Week

- Includes:

- Palm Sunday (April 13, 2014)

- Maundy Thursday (April 17, 2014)

- Good Friday (April 18, 2014)

- Holy Saturday (April 19, 2014)

- Focus on the Passion, death, and burial of Jesus.

- Worship services feature readings, hymns, and reflections on sacrifice.

Easter

- Celebrated from April 20 to May 31, 2014.
- The most significant season, celebrating Christ?s resurrection.
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- Key feast: Easter Sunday (April 20, 2014).
- Themes: Renewal, victory over death.
- Liturgical color: White or gold.

Pentecost
- Celebrated on June 8, 2014.
- Marks the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles.
- Considered the "Birthday of the Church."
- Liturgical color: Red.
Time after Pentecost (Ordinary Time)

- Begins on June 9, 2014, and continues until the end of the liturgical year.
- Focuses on growth in faith and discipleship.

- Includes various Sundays that highlight aspects of Christian life and teachings.

Key Feast Days and Special Observances in 2014

Feast of the Transfiguration

- Observed on August 6, 2014.
- Celebrates Jesus? transfiguration on Mount Tabor.
- Theme of divine glory and revelation.

Reformation Day

- Celebrated on October 31, 2014.
- Commemorates Martin Luther?s nailing of the 95 Theses in 1517.
- Focus on the Reformation?s principles: Scripture, faith, grace.

All Saints? Day

- Observed on November 2, 2014.
- Honors all saints, known and unknown.
- Theme of remembrance and eternal life.

Vol. 2025, Issue 4



lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 4

Christ the King

- Celebrated on November 23, 2014.
- Marks the end of the liturgical year.
- Emphasizes Christ's sovereignty and reign.

Liturgical Colors and Symbols in 2014

Understanding the symbolism behind the colors and symbols used in the Lutheran liturgical calendar
enhances worship experience.

- Purple or Blue: Advent and Lent, representing penitence and preparation.

- White or Gold: Christmas, Easter, and special celebrations, symbolizing purity, joy, and victory.
- Red: Pentecost and Holy Spirit, signifying the presence of the Holy Spirit and martyrdom.

- Green: Ordinary Time, representing growth and life in Christ.

Symbols such as the cross, candles, and the dove are also prominent during various seasons,
reinforcing themes of hope, light, and the Holy Spirit.

Implications for Worship and Devotion in 2014

The Lutheran liturgical calendar shapes not only church services but also personal devotion and
community activities. In 2014, congregations likely engaged in thematic sermons, prayer practices,
and educational programs aligned with each season?s focus.

- During Advent, emphasis on anticipation through reflective prayers and candle lighting.

- Christmas services celebrated the incarnation with nativity plays and carol singing.

- Lent involved penitential practices such as fasting and confession.

- Holy Week services deeply immersed worshippers in the Passion narrative.

- Easter celebrations highlighted renewal through baptisms, vigils, and festive liturgies.

- Pentecost services focused on the Holy Spirit?s empowerment, often including confirmations
and lay participation.

- Ordinary Time provided opportunities for spiritual growth, catechesis, and service projects.

Conclusion

The Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 offered a structured spiritual journey that intertwined
Scripture, tradition, and community worship. It provided a rhythm that helped believers reflect on the
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central mysteries of faith?Christ?s incarnation, death, resurrection, and reign. For congregations and
individuals alike, observing this calendar fostered a deeper connection to God?s story and their
place within it. Through its seasons and feast days, 20147?s calendar continued to serve as a vital
tool for worship, education, and spiritual renewal within the Lutheran faith tradition.

Lutheran Liturgical Calendar for 2014: An Expert Overview

The Lutheran liturgical calendar serves as a spiritual roadmap, guiding congregations and
individuals through the annual cycle of worship, scripture readings, and theological reflection. For
2014, this calendar exemplifies the rich tradition of Lutheran worship, blending historical liturgical
practices with contemporary relevance. This detailed review explores the structure, key seasons,
and distinctive features of the 2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar, providing both newcomers and
seasoned worshippers with a comprehensive understanding of its significance.

Understanding the Lutheran Liturgical Calendar

The Lutheran liturgical calendar functions as a chronological framework that orders the year into
various seasons, festivals, and commemorations. Rooted in the historic Christian calendar, it
emphasizes the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, anchoring worship and theological
reflection around these pivotal events.

Core Principles

- Christ-Centered Focus: The calendar centers on the life and work of Jesus Christ, emphasizing
key events such as his incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection.

- Seasonal Progression: The year is divided into specific seasons, each with unique themes,
colors, and liturgical practices.

- Festivals and Commemorations: Special days honor saints, biblical figures, and doctrinal
milestones, fostering a deeper connection to the faith's history.

The Role of the Lutheran Confessions

Lutheran liturgical practices are also informed by the Book of Concord and other confessional
documents, ensuring that worship aligns with Lutheran doctrinal distinctives.

The Structure of the 2014 Liturgical Year

The 2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar follows a familiar yearly rhythm, comprising several key
seasons and special days. Here's an in-depth look at each segment:
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- The Season of Advent (December 1 ? December 24, 2013)

While technically beginning in late November or early December, Advent in 2014 started on
December 1, 2013, extending through December 24, 2013. It prepares believers for Christmas by
emphasizing anticipation and penitence.

- Themes: Hope, expectation, preparation for Christ?s coming
- Liturgical Colors: Purple or blue, symbolizing penitence and hope
- Practices: Advent wreath lighting, Scripture readings from Isaiah, and penitential prayers

- Christmas Season (December 25, 2013 ? Epiphany, January 6, 2014)

The Christmas season celebrates Christ?s incarnation, beginning on December 25 and culminating
in the Feast of Epiphany.

- Key Dates:

- Christmas Day (December 25)

- Feast of the Holy Innocents (December 28)

- Feast of the Holy Family (Sunday after Christmas)
- Epiphany (January 6)

- Themes: Incarnation, revelation of Christ to the Gentiles, divine humility
- Liturgical Colors: White or gold, symbolizing purity and joy
- The Season of Epiphany (January 6 ? February 16, 2014)
Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as the Son of God, marked by the visit of the Magi and

other manifestations.

- Themes: Revelation, light, divine manifestation
- Practices: Focus on biblical stories like the Baptism of Jesus and the Wedding at Cana
- Liturgical Color: White or green

- The Season of Lent (February 17 ? April 17, 2014)
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Lent is a penitential season preparing believers for Easter through reflection, repentance, and
prayer.

- Ash Wednesday: February 19, 2014, marks the start

- Themes: Repentance, fasting, renewal

- Practices: Ashes on the forehead, reflection on mortality, increased prayer
- Liturgical Colors: Purple

- Holy Week (March 24 ? March 30, 2014)

A profound subset of Lent, Holy Week commemorates the Passion, death, and resurrection of
Christ.

- Palm Sunday: March 24

- Maundy Thursday: March 27

- Good Friday: March 28

- Holy Saturday: March 29

- Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday: March 30

- Themes: Sacrifice, redemption, victory over death
- Practices: Processions, the stripping of the altar, vigil services

- The Easter Season (March 30 ? May 18, 2014)

Celebrating the resurrection, Easter is the most significant feast in the Lutheran calendar.

- Easter Sunday: March 30

- Ascension Day: May 29 (observed 40 days after Easter)
- Pentecost: June 8 (50 days after Easter)

- Themes: Resurrection, empowerment by the Holy Spirit
- Liturgical Colors: White or red
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- The Season of Pentecost (June 8 ? November 23, 2014)
Pentecost marks the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the ongoing life of the church.
- Themes: Holy Spirit, discipleship, mission

- Practices: Emphasis on outreach, baptism, and spiritual gifts
- Liturgical Colors: Green (symbolizing growth)

- Special Sundays:

- Trinity Sunday (June 15)

- Reformation Sunday (October 26)
- All Saints Sunday (November 2)

- The End-of-Year Festivals
- Christ the King Sunday: November 23, 2014 ? Celebrates Christ's sovereignty

- Advent Preparation: Begins November 30, 2014, leading into the Advent season

Key Festivals and Commemorations in 2014

The Lutheran calendar emphasizes both major festivals and lesser-known commemorations,
enriching the spiritual life of congregations.

Major Festivals

| Date | Festival | Significance | Liturgical Color |

s e e
| Dec 25 | Christmas Day | Incarnation of Christ | White/Gold |

| Jan 6 | Epiphany | Revelation of Christ to Gentiles | White |

| Mar 30 | Easter Sunday | Resurrection of Jesus | White |

| May 29 | Ascension Day | Jesus? ascension | White |
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| Jun 8 | Pentecost | Descent of the Holy Spirit | Red |
| Nov 23 | Christ the King | Christ?s sovereignty | Purple/White |

Notable Commemorations

- Martin Luther?s Reformation Day: October 31 ? Celebrates the Protestant Reformation initiated
by Luther

- All Saints Day: November 1 ? Honors saints and martyrs

- St. Peter and St. Paul: June 29 ? Apostles? feast day

Liturgical Colors and Their Significance in 2014

Each season and festival is associated with specific colors, which convey theological themes and
help visually express the liturgical mood.

- Purple: Penitence, preparation (Advent, Lent)

- White/Gold: Joy, purity, celebration (Christmas, Easter, Epiphany)
- Red: Holy Spirit, martyrdom (Pentecost, Holy Week)

- Green: Growth, hope (Pentecost season and ordinary time)

- Black: Mourning, solemnity (Good Friday, funerals)

Practical Aspects of the 2014 Lutheran Liturgical Calendar
Planning Worship Services

Understanding the calendar is essential for pastors and worship leaders to craft meaningful services
aligned with the seasonal themes and scriptural readings.

- Lectionary Use: Most Lutheran churches follow a three-year lectionary cycle, which interweaves
Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels for each Sunday.

- Color Coordination: Liturgical colors influence vestments, paraments, and church decor,
enhancing the worship atmosphere.

- Special Emphases: Incorporating seasonal themes into sermons, hymns, and prayers fosters
congregational engagement.

Educational and Outreach Opportunities
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The calendar offers opportunities for catechesis and community outreach, such as:

- Advent and Christmas programs emphasizing incarnation and hope
- Lent and Holy Week services centered on repentance and salvation
- Pentecost activities highlighting the Holy Spirit?s work

Conclusion: The Significance of the 2014 Lutheran Liturgical
Calendar

The 2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar reflects a deep, historically rooted rhythm of worship that
guides believers through the narrative of salvation. Its carefully structured seasons and festivals
serve as spiritual milestones, fostering renewal, reflection, and community identity. By adhering to
this calendar, Lutheran congregations connect with centuries of tradition while also embracing
contemporary expressions of faith.

Whether observed through solemn penitence during Lent, joyful celebration at Christmas, or
reverent reflection on Holy Week, the 2014 calendar offers a comprehensive framework for worship
that nurtures faith, educates the faithful, and proclaims the Gospel throughout the year. Its
deliberate design ensures that every year becomes an opportunity for spiritual growth, doctrinal
reinforcement, and communal worship?core elements of Lutheran identity.

In summary, the Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 exemplifies a rich tapestry of faith, tradition,
and theological reflection, making it an essential tool for worship planning and spiritual discipline. Its
thoughtful structure not only honors the historic church but also invites modern believers into a
deeper engagement with the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

QuestionAnswer What are the major seasons highlighted in the Lutheran liturgical calendar for
20147 The major seasons in the 2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar include Advent, Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time, each marking significant periods in the
Christian liturgical year. How does the Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 emphasize the
celebration of Easter? In 2014, the Lutheran liturgical calendar marked Easter Sunday on April 20th,
with a focus on the resurrection of Christ, and included a series of related observances such as Holy
Week and Pentecost to highlight the significance of Easter in the Christian faith. Are there specific
feast days or saints' days included in the 2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar? Yes, the 2014 calendar
features various feast days and saints' days, such as the Feast of St. Matthew and the Feast of the
Transfiguration, which are observed to honor significant figures and events in Christian history. How
does the Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 approach the season of Lent? Lent in 2014 began on
Ash Wednesday, March 5th, and lasted for 40 days, emphasizing repentance, reflection, and
preparation leading up to Easter through special services and devotional practices. What is the
significance of the Lutheran liturgical calendar's focus on Pentecost in 2014? Pentecost in 2014 fell
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on June 8th, celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, which is considered the
birthday of the Church and a pivotal event in Lutheran faith and practice. How can understanding
the Lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 enhance one?s worship experience? Understanding the
2014 Lutheran liturgical calendar helps worshippers grasp the chronological flow of Christian faith,
encourages meaningful participation in seasonal observances, and deepens spiritual reflection
throughout the year.

Related keywords: Lutheran liturgical calendar, 2014, church seasons, Christian feast days,
Lutheran worship calendar, liturgical year, Lutheran church holidays, Advent 2014, Christmas 2014,
Lent 2014, Easter 2014

LUTHERAN LITURGY COMMENDATION OF THE DYING

lutheran liturgy commendation of the dying

The Lutheran liturgy for the commendation of the dying is a profound and compassionate service
designed to offer comfort, spiritual reassurance, and hope to those nearing the end of their earthly
life. Rooted in the rich theological tradition of Lutheranism, this liturgy emphasizes God's mercy, the
promise of eternal life, and the hope of resurrection through Jesus Christ. It serves as a vital part of
pastoral care, helping the dying person and their loved ones find peace during a challenging and
often emotional time.

In this article, we explore the origins, structure, theological significance, and practical aspects of the
Lutheran liturgy commendation of the dying, providing a comprehensive understanding for both
clergy and laity seeking to deepen their appreciation of this sacred rite.

Origins and Theological Foundations

The Lutheran liturgy commendation of the dying traces its roots to the broader Christian tradition of
last rites, which have historically included prayers, anointing, and the commendation of the soul to
God's care. Lutheranism, emerging from the Reformation, retained many traditional elements but
placed a renewed emphasis on God's grace and the assurance of salvation through faith in Christ.

Key theological themes underlying the liturgy include:

- The sovereignty and mercy of God as the ultimate judge and savior.
- The promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ?s resurrection.



lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 4

- The assurance of forgiveness and grace available to all who believe.
- The communion of saints and the hope of resurrection for the departed.

The liturgy reflects Lutheran doctrine that salvation is a gift of grace, not dependent on human merit,
and that God's mercy is available at the end of life just as at any other time.

Purpose and Significance of the Liturgy

The commendation of the dying serves multiple purposes within Lutheran practice:

- Providing spiritual comfort and reassurance to the dying person.

- Offering prayers for forgiveness, peace, and transition into eternal life.

- Supporting the loved ones by reassuring them of God's promises and the hope of resurrection.
- Affirming faith and trust in God's mercy at the end of life's journey.

This service is not merely a ritual but a deeply pastoral act that underscores the church?s role in
accompanying individuals through life?s final chapter.

Structure and Components of the Lutheran Liturgy Commendation of
the Dying

The Lutheran liturgy for the commendation of the dying typically follows a structured order, often
incorporated into funeral rites or conducted privately with the family. Although variations exist among
different Lutheran bodies, the core elements generally include:
1. Opening and Invocation

- The service begins with a hymn or psalm, often Psalm 23 or Psalm 121, expressing trust in
God's care.

- An invocation of God's presence, invoking the Holy Spirit?s guidance and comfort.
2. Reading of Scripture

- Selected Bible passages that emphasize God's promises of eternal life, comfort, and hope.

- Common readings include John 14:1-6, Revelation 21:1-4, and Romans 8:38-39.

3. Prayers for the Dying
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- Prayers focusing on forgiveness, peace, and readiness to meet God.
- A prayer for strength and comfort for the family and loved ones.

4. Laying on of Hands and Anointing (Optional)

- While not universally practiced in all Lutheran communities, anointing with oil may be included
as a sacramental act of healing and blessing.

5. Commendation of the Spirit

This is the core of the service, where the minister pronounces a prayer of commendation, entrusting
the soul to God's mercy:

Sample prayer:

> "Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend your servant [Name]. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech
You, a sheep of Your own fold, a lamb of Your flock, a sinner of Your merciful judgment. Receive
him/her into the arms of Your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious
company of the saints in light."

6. Concluding Blessing and Comfort

- Final blessing, often a benediction, offering God's peace and presence.
- Hymn or psalm of comfort.

Practical Considerations for Conducting the Liturgy

Implementing the commendation of the dying requires sensitivity, pastoral skill, and awareness of
the individual?s spiritual needs. Some practical tips include:

- Preparing the family and the dying person beforehand, explaining the significance of the service.
- Creating a calm, reverent atmosphere conducive to prayer and reflection.

- Using familiar hymns and Scripture passages to foster comfort and familiarity.

- Allowing time for personal prayers or silent reflection.

- Providing pastoral support to loved ones, helping them process grief and hope.

It is essential that the minister adapts the liturgy to respect the wishes of the individual and their
family, ensuring that the service reflects both doctrinal integrity and pastoral compassion.
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Comparison with Other Christian Traditions

While the Lutheran commendation of the dying shares common elements with other traditions, such
as the Catholic anointing of the sick or the Anglican last rites, there are notable distinctions:

- Catholic: Emphasizes the sacrament of the sick, including anointing and penance.

- Anglican: Incorporates similar prayers but often emphasizes the Eucharist if possible.

- Lutheran: Focuses on Scripture, prayer, and the assurance of salvation through Christ, with
optional anointing.

Understanding these differences helps clarify Lutheran theology?s unique emphasis on grace and
the hope of resurrection.

Conclusion: The Comfort and Hope of Lutheran Liturgy
Commendation

The Lutheran liturgy commendation of the dying is a vital expression of faith, hope, and pastoral
care. It reassures the dying and their loved ones that God's mercy is everlasting and that death is
not the end but a transition into eternal life with Christ. Through Scripture, prayer, and sacramental
acts, this liturgy provides spiritual solace and a reaffirmation of Lutheran doctrine that salvation is a
gift of God's grace.

For pastors and laity alike, understanding and participating in this liturgy can be a profound act of
ministry?offering comfort in times of loss and strengthening faith in the promise of life everlasting. As
Lutheran communities continue to uphold this sacred rite, they bear witness to the enduring hope
rooted in Christ?s resurrection and the everlasting love of God.

Keywords for SEO optimization: Lutheran liturgy, commendation of the dying, last rites Lutheran,
Lutheran prayer for the dying, Lutheran funeral rites, pastoral care at end of life, Lutheran doctrine
on death, Lutheran prayers for comfort, Christian last rites, assurance of salvation Lutheran

Lutheran Liturgy and the Commendation of the Dying: A Deep Dive into Theological and Liturgical
Significance

The commendation of the dying within Lutheran liturgy is a profound and sacred moment that
encapsulates the church?s pastoral care, theological understanding of death, and hope in the
resurrection. Rooted in both Scripture and the historic liturgical tradition, this rite provides comfort,
assurance, and spiritual preparation for those nearing the end of life, as well as solace for their
loved ones. This comprehensive exploration delves into the origins, theological foundations,
liturgical texts, variations, pastoral considerations, and contemporary adaptations of the Lutheran
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commendation of the dying.

Historical and Theological Foundations of the Lutheran
Commendation of the Dying

Origins and Development

The Lutheran approach to the commendation of the dying has deep roots in the Reformation's
emphasis on pastoral care, biblically grounded theology, and the centrality of the Word and
Sacraments. While specific liturgical texts have evolved over time, the core elements derive from
Scripture, early Christian practices, and Lutheran confessional writings.

- Medieval Roots and Reformation Reforms: Prior to the Reformation, prayers for the dying were
often embedded within the Catholic tradition. Lutherans sought to reform these prayers,
emphasizing the Gospel?s promise and the assurance of salvation through faith in Christ.

- Luther?s Contributions: Martin Luther himself emphasized the importance of comforting the
dying with the Word of God, reinforcing the idea that death is a transition to eternal life for believers.
His writings and hymnody reflect this pastoral approach.

- Post-Reformation Development: Lutheran liturgies, such as those in the Book of Concord and
various hymnals, incorporated prayers and readings tailored to the end-of-life situation, emphasizing
trust in Christ?s victory over death.

Theological Significance

At its core, the commendation of the dying in Lutheran theology affirms several key doctrines:

- Justification by Faith: The dying are reminded that salvation is a gift received through faith
alone, not by works.

- Christ?s Victory Over Death: The commemoration emphasizes Christ?s resurrection as the
triumph over sin, death, and the grave.

- The Communion of Saints: The church?s prayer extends beyond the individual, uniting the
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community in hope and prayer.

- Eschatological Hope: The rite points to the promise of the resurrection and eternal life,
comforting the dying with the hope of life beyond death.

- The Sacraments? Role: Particularly, the Eucharist and the Office of the Visitation serve as
tangible signs of Christ?s presence and assurance.

Liturgical Structure and Content of the Lutheran Commendation
The commendation of the dying typically takes place within a broader pastoral or funeral service, but
it also exists as a standalone rite in many Lutheran traditions. Its structure is designed to offer

comfort, spiritual reassurance, and a prayerful farewell.

Key Components

- Introduction and Scripture Readings:
The rite often begins with Scripture passages that affirm God's promises. Common texts include:

- John 14:1-3 (?In my Father?s house are many rooms...?)

- Revelation 21:4 (?He will wipe away every tear...?)

- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (?We do not grieve as others do...”?)

- Psalm 23 or Psalm 121

- Prayer of Confession and Trust:
The pastor leads a prayer acknowledging human frailty, seeking God's mercy, and expressing trust
in Christ?s saving work.

- Litany or Prayers for the Dying:

These prayers entrust the soul to God's care, asking for peace, forgiveness, and the hope of
resurrection.
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- Words of Comfort and Assurance:
The pastor may speak words derived from Scripture and Lutheran confessions, emphasizing
salvation in Christ.

- The Commendation of the Soul:
A formal prayer that entrusts the dying person into God's hands, often including phrases like:

> "Into Your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant [Name]."

- The Final Blessing:

A benediction that imparts peace and grace upon the dying and those present.

- Hymns and Songs:

Hymns such as ?Abide with Me,? ?Now the Shades of Night Are Falling,? or other comforting texts
may be sung.

Sample Texts and Prayers

- The Commendation Prayer:
"Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend [Name]. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech You, a
righteous servant, and grant them Your peace. Keep them in safety, and bring them to Your eternal
kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen."

- Scripture for Reflection:

"l am the resurrection and the life,? says the Lord; ?those who believe in me will live, even though
they die.? (John 11:25-26)

Variations and Adaptations in Lutheran Practice

Lutheran liturgical practice varies among different synods, regions, and congregations. However, the
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core principles remain consistent, emphasizing Christ?s promises and pastoral care.

Traditional Lutheran Rites

- Found in historic Lutheran liturgies such as the Lutheran Service Book, The Lutheran Book of
Worship, and regional hymnals.

- Emphasize the Word, prayer, and sacrament as central to the commendation.

- Often include a specific prayer of commendation for the dying, with variations depending on
local customs.

Contemporary and Ecumenical Approaches

- Incorporate more modern language and inclusive language while maintaining doctrinal integrity.
- Some practices integrate moments of silence, reflection, or personal prayer.
- Use of additional Scripture passages, meditative music, or visual aids.

Special Considerations

- Dying at home vs. hospital: The liturgical approach may differ depending on the setting.

- Unbaptized or non-communicant individuals: Pastoral sensitivity is essential; prayers focus on
God's mercy and hope.

- Elderly or terminally ill: Often, the commendation is part of ongoing pastoral care, not just a final
act.

Pastoral and Theological Significance
Providing Comfort and Assurance
The primary pastoral goal of the commendation is to comfort the dying and their loved ones. By

anchoring the prayer in Scripture and the promises of Christ, the church offers a tangible reminder
that death is not the end, but a passage to eternal life.

- The prayer affirms God's sovereignty and mercy.
- It reassures believers of Christ's victory over death.
- It offers hope rooted in the resurrection.

Preparation for Death



lutheran liturgical calendar for 2014 File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 4

The commendation serves as a spiritual preparation, helping the dying reconcile with God, confess
faith, and find peace. It encourages trust rather than fear, emphasizing the ongoing presence of
Christ.

Community and Witness

The rite is not only for the individual but also a witness to the church community. It demonstrates the
church?s care for its members, reinforces shared faith, and offers a collective prayer of hope.

Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities

While the traditional commendation remains a vital part of Lutheran pastoral care, modern practice
faces various challenges:

- Secularization of society: Some may dismiss the significance of religious rites at death.
- Diverse beliefs: Increasing religious pluralism requires sensitivity and adaptability.
- Advances in medicine: The question of how to balance spiritual care with medical interventions.

Despite these challenges, there are opportunities to deepen the understanding and practice of the
commendation:

- Incorporating advanced care planning discussions.

- Training pastors and lay leaders in end-of-life liturgical care.

- Developing resources for families and caregivers.

- Emphasizing holistic pastoral care that includes spiritual and emotional support.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Lutheran
Commendation of the Dying

The commendation of the dying within Lutheran liturgy remains a vital expression of the church's
pastoral mission, theological conviction, and liturgical richness. It encapsulates the hope rooted in
Christ's resurrection and offers a sacred moment of assurance amidst the profound reality of death.
As Lutheran communities continue to navigate the complexities of end-of-life care, the liturgy
provides a steady, biblically grounded framework for comfort, faith, and hope, reaffirming that in
death, as in life, God's grace abounds.

This practice underscores the church?s ongoing commitment to shepherding souls through life?s
final transition, offering both individual and communal solace in the loving promises of Christ.
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QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of the Lutheran liturgy for the commendation of the dying?
The Lutheran liturgy for the commendation of the dying provides a spiritual framework for offering
comfort, prayer, and reassurance to those near death, emphasizing God's mercy and salvation
through Christ. When is the appropriate time to use the commendation of the dying in Lutheran
worship? It is typically used during the pastoral care of a dying person, often in the moments before
death or during a church service dedicated to mourning and prayer for the dying individual. What
biblical passages are commonly incorporated into the commendation of the dying? Passages such
as Psalm 23, John 14:1-6, and Revelation 21:4 are often included to offer comfort, assurance of
eternal life, and God's presence with the dying. How does the Lutheran commendation of the dying
reflect Lutheran theology? It emphasizes God's grace, the promise of eternal life through Christ, and
the assurance of forgiveness and peace for the dying, aligning with Lutheran beliefs in salvation by
faith and God's mercy. Are there variations in the liturgy for different Lutheran denominations? Yes,
while the core elements remain similar, different Lutheran bodies may adapt the wording, prayers, or
specific rites to reflect their liturgical traditions and theological emphases. Can the commendation of
the dying be used for those who are not at the point of imminent death? Typically, it is reserved for
those nearing death, but some congregations may use it as a reaffirmation of faith for individuals
facing serious illness or in moments of spiritual reflection. What role does the community play during
the commendation of the dying in Lutheran worship? The community offers support through prayer,
singing, and presence, affirming the unity of faith and providing comfort to the dying person and their
family. How is the commendation of the dying different from the general Lutheran funeral liturgy?
The commendation is specifically focused on preparing the individual for death with prayer and
reassurance, while the funeral liturgy addresses the entire community's mourning and celebration of
the deceased's life. What resources or texts are commonly used for the Lutheran commendation of
the dying? The Lutheran Service Book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and other denominational
liturgical resources provide the approved prayers, psalms, and texts for the commendation of the

dying.
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