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ismat chughtai dozakhi is a compelling and often discussed topic within the realm of Urdu
literature and cultural discourse. It encapsulates a unique blend of societal perceptions, literary
excellence, and the personal journey of one of Pakistan?s most renowned writers, Ismat Chughtai.
Her works, characterized by bold themes, candid storytelling, and unapologetic honesty, have left an
indelible mark on Urdu literature. Exploring the facets of her life, her literary contributions, and the
controversies surrounding her provides a comprehensive understanding of her significance and the
enduring impact of her writings.

Who Was Ismat Chughtai?

Early Life and Background

Ismat Chughtai was born in 1915 in Budaun, Uttar Pradesh, India. Raised in a conservative Muslim
family, her early exposure to societal norms and gender expectations profoundly influenced her later
literary themes. She moved to Lahore during the partition of India in 1947, where she continued her
writing career and became a vital voice in Urdu literature.

Literary Journey and Achievements

Ismat Chughtai?s literary journey is marked by her fearless approach to taboo topics such as
sexuality, gender roles, and social injustice. Her stories often challenged orthodox beliefs and
highlighted the struggles faced by women and marginalized groups. Some of her notable works
include:

- Lihaaf (The Quilt)
- Ghar Wapsi (Homecoming)
- Dil Ki Duniya (World of the Heart)

Her writings earned her both admiration and criticism, making her a controversial but highly
influential figure.

Understanding 'Dozakhi' in the Context of Ismat Chughtai

Meaning and Connotations of 'Dozakhi'

The Urdu word "Dozakhi" generally refers to someone who is rebellious, unconventional, or defiant
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of societal norms. When paired with Ismat Chughtai?s name, it underscores her role as a literary
rebel who challenged societal taboos and pushed boundaries through her writings.

Why Ismat Chughtai is Considered a 'Dozakhi'

Her bold narratives often confronted issues that were considered taboo in conservative societies:

- Addressing female sexuality openly

This fearless attitude positioned her as a 'dozakhi'?a figure who dared to speak uncomfortable truths
and challenge the status quo.

The Impact of Ismat Chughtai?s 'Dozakhi' Persona

Literary Impact

Ismat Chughtai?s 'dozakhi' persona helped her create a distinct voice in Urdu literature. Her candid
style broke away from traditional storytelling, paving the way for future writers to explore taboo
topics without fear of censorship.

Societal and Cultural Influence

Her boldness sparked debates about morality, religion, and social reform. While she faced
censorship and criticism, her courage inspired many to question societal norms and advocate for
women's rights and social justice.

Controversies Surrounding Ismat Chughtai

The 'Lihaaf' Trial

One of the most famous controversies involving Ismat Chughtai was the criminal case filed against
her in 1942 due to her short story "Lihaaf." The story depicted a same-sex relationship between
women, which was considered scandalous at the time.

Impact of the Controversy

This trial brought her national attention and cemented her reputation as a 'dozakhi' writer unafraid to
confront societal taboos. The case was eventually dismissed, but it remains a significant event in her
life and career.
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Legacy of Ismat Chughtai

Influence on Urdu Literature

Her fearless writing opened doors for future generations of writers, especially women, to explore
complex themes freely. She remains an inspiration for those who seek to challenge societal
constraints through literature.

Recognition and Honors

Despite controversies, Ismat Chughtai received numerous awards, including:

- Padma Shri (India, 1976)
- Adamjee Award for Literature

Her work continues to be studied and celebrated worldwide.

Conclusion: The Enduring Spirit of 'Dozakhi' Ismat Chughtai

The phrase 'ismat chughtai dozakhi' encapsulates her role as a fearless pioneer in Urdu literature.
Her rebellious spirit and unwavering commitment to truth-telling have cemented her legacy as a
literary dozakhi?someone who defied conventions and dared to speak openly about uncomfortable
truths. Her life and work serve as a testament to the power of literature to challenge societal norms
and inspire change. As readers and scholars continue to explore her contributions, Ismat Chughtai
remains a symbol of courage, integrity, and the unyielding pursuit of truth in the face of societal
opposition.
 
Ismat Chughtai Dozakhi: An In-Depth Examination of Her Life, Literature, and Legacy

Introduction: The Significance of Ismat Chughtai?s Dozakhi

Ismat Chughtai Dozakhi is not just a phrase but a representation of one of the most compelling
facets of Urdu literature?a reflection of societal taboos, personal struggles, and revolutionary
storytelling. Chughtai, renowned for her bold narratives and fearless exploration of taboo topics, left
an indelible mark on the literary landscape through her stories, essays, and autobiographical works.
Her association with the concept of Dozakhi, which translates to "hellish" or "infernal" in Urdu,
symbolizes her fearless confrontation of societal hypocrisies, especially concerning issues of
sexuality, gender, and morality.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Ismat Chughtai Dozakhi, exploring her life,
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her literary contributions, the thematic depth of her work, and her enduring legacy. We will
contextualize her work within the socio-cultural fabric of South Asia, examining how her writing
challenged conventions and paved the way for progressive thought.

Early Life and Socio-Political Context

Background and Childhood

Born on August 21, 1915, in Badaun, Uttar Pradesh, Ismat Chughtai grew up in a conservative
Muslim family. Her early years were marked by exposure to traditional societal norms that governed
gender roles and morality. Despite these constraints, her inquisitive mind and keen observations of
her surroundings fueled her desire to question and critique societal hypocrisies.

Her family's move to Lucknow, a cultural hub of Urdu literature, played a pivotal role in shaping her
literary sensibilities. The city?s rich tradition of poetry, storytelling, and intellectual discourse
nurtured her love for Urdu and storytelling from a young age.

Historical and Cultural Landscape

Chughtai?s formative years coincided with the late colonial era, a period characterized by political
upheaval, social reform debates, and burgeoning nationalist movements. The societal fabric was
complex?stratified by religion, class, and gender?often resistant to change.

In this context, her writings became a form of resistance, challenging orthodox views and advocating
for social justice, especially concerning women?s rights and individual freedoms. Her work was
deeply embedded in the turbulent socio-political environment of pre-independence India, which
further influenced her themes of rebellion and emancipation.

The Literary Persona of Ismat Chughtai

Literary Style and Influences

Ismat Chughtai?s literary style is distinguished by its candidness, wit, and poetic language. Her
narratives often blend realism with emotional depth, giving voice to the marginalized and oppressed.
Influenced by classical Urdu poets like Ghalib and Iqbal, as well as contemporary writers, she
crafted stories that were both aesthetically rich and socially provocative.

Her ability to depict complex characters?especially women caught in societal contradictions?set her
apart. Her dialogues and descriptions are sharp, often laced with irony, making her stories resonate
with authenticity and immediacy.
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Major Works and Themes

Among her extensive oeuvre, some works stand out as milestones:

- "Dozakhi" (Hellish): A short story that scandalized society due to its frank portrayal of female
sexuality and societal hypocrisy.

- "Tedhi Lakeer" (Crooked Line): An autobiographical account of her struggles with societal
expectations.

- "Mere Bachpan Ki Yaadein" (Memories of My Childhood): An autobiographical memoir that
offers insights into her early life and influences.

- "Lihaaf" (The Quilt): Perhaps her most famous short story, which explores lesbian desire?a
taboo subject at the time?leading to censorship and controversy.

Her works often grappled with themes such as sexuality, gender identity, religion, and social
injustice, making her a pioneer in progressive Urdu literature.

Dozakhi: Thematic Analysis and Cultural Significance

Understanding "Dozakhi" in Her Work

The term Dozakhi (from Persian/Urdu roots meaning "hellish" or "infernal") metaphorically
symbolizes the societal condemnation faced by those who dare to challenge moral and social
norms. In Chughtai?s work, Dozakhi represents the societal hell that women and marginalized
groups are subjected to when they seek emancipation or express their true selves.

Her story titled "Dozakhi" explicitly explores themes of female sexuality and societal repression,
illustrating how societal norms cast women into personal and social hells. The narrative delves into
the internal struggles of characters caught in the web of tradition and personal desire.

Societal Taboo and Bold Narratives

Chughtai?s Dozakhi stories confront the ingrained taboos of her society. Her unflinching portrayal of
women?s sexuality, desire, and the hypocrisies of morality challenged the conservative fabric of
Urdu-speaking communities. This boldness earned her both admiration and condemnation.

Her stories shed light on:

- The suppression of female agency
- The double standards of morality
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- The societal condemnation of non-conformist behavior
- The internal conflicts faced by women living under societal restrictions

By doing so, she elevated the discourse on personal freedom, making her work a mirror to the
repressive aspects of society?the "hell" that many individuals endured silently.

Controversies and Censorship

Public and Critical Reception

Chughtai?s candid narratives, especially stories like "Lihaaf," faced severe backlash from
conservative circles. Her work was deemed immoral and indecent, leading to legal battles and
censorship. The famous 1942 court case against her for "obscenity" was a turning point, highlighting
the societal resistance to her progressive themes.

Despite the controversies, or perhaps because of them, her work gained recognition among
progressive intellectuals and writers. She became a symbol of literary bravery, standing firm against
societal pressures.

Impact on Urdu Literature and Society

Her confrontational stance challenged the prevailing norms, sparking debates on morality, sexuality,
and gender rights in South Asia. While her work was often marginalized or censored, it ultimately
contributed to the gradual liberalization of Urdu literature.

Her courage inspired future generations of writers, feminists, and activists to speak openly about
issues previously considered taboo. The legal and social battles she faced underscored the
importance of freedom of expression?an ongoing struggle in the region.

Legacy and Enduring Influence

Literary and Cultural Legacy

Ismat Chughtai?s influence transcends her lifetime. She is regarded as a pioneer of modern Urdu
literature, especially for her courageous exploration of taboo topics. Her stories continue to be
studied in academic circles for their literary merit and social critique.

Her fearless approach paved the way for subsequent writers to address issues of sexuality, gender
inequality, and social injustice more openly.

Recognition and Honors
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Despite initial criticism, Chughtai received numerous accolades later in life and posthumously:

- Recognition as one of the leading voices of progressive Urdu literature
- Inclusion in literary anthologies and academic curricula
- Commemorative events celebrating her contribution to literature and social reform

Her literary works and her life story are often invoked in discussions about freedom of expression
and gender rights in South Asia.

Modern Reinterpretations and Media

Contemporary media, including films, television, and digital platforms, have revisited Chughtai?s
stories, interpreting them through modern lenses. Films like "Gaman" and adaptations of her stories
have brought her themes to wider audiences, reinforcing her relevance.

Her autobiography, "Mere Bachpan Ki Yaadein", continues to inspire discussions on childhood
repression and societal conditioning. Her legacy is also preserved through literary festivals,
academic research, and feminist discourse.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Ismat Chughtai?s Dozakhi

Ismat Chughtai Dozakhi encapsulates the essence of a writer who dared to challenge societal
taboos and expose uncomfortable truths. Her fearless narratives, especially those dealing with
sexuality and morality, continue to resonate today, inspiring ongoing debates about freedom, gender
equality, and social justice.

Her life and work serve as a testament to the power of literature as a tool for social change. In a
society often hesitant to confront its hypocrisies, Chughtai?s Dozakhi remains a symbol of
resistance?a reminder that sometimes, confronting the inferno within society requires courage,
honesty, and unwavering conviction.

Her legacy endures, urging new generations to question, critique, and ultimately, to seek a more just
and open society. As we reflect on her contributions, it becomes clear that her Dozakhi is not just a
story or a concept but a call to confront the hells we create and perpetuate in the name of morality
and tradition.

Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai
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dozakhi asmat chughtai is a name that resonates deeply within the realm of South Asian literature,
especially when discussing influential Urdu writers and poets. Asmat Chughtai, renowned for her
compelling storytelling, poetic prowess, and contributions to literary circles, has carved a significant
niche in the cultural and literary history of Pakistan and India. Her work reflects a blend of rich
cultural heritage, social commentary, and artistic brilliance, making her a figure of enduring
relevance. This article explores the life, literary achievements, themes, and legacy of Dozakhi Asmat
Chughtai, providing readers with an in-depth understanding of her contributions and significance.

Early Life and Background of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai

Birth and Family Heritage

Asmat Chughtai was born in [Insert Birth Year], in [Insert Birthplace], into a family that valued
education and literary pursuits. Growing up in an environment where Urdu literature and cultural
traditions flourished, she developed an early interest in poetry and storytelling.

Educational Journey

Despite facing societal challenges, Asmat Chughtai pursued her education diligently, acquiring
knowledge in [Insert educational background]. Her academic journey played a crucial role in shaping
her literary voice and deepening her understanding of social issues.

Influences and Inspirations

Her literary style was influenced by:

- Classical Urdu poets like Mir Taqi Mir and Allama Iqbal
- Contemporary writers who addressed social inequalities
- Personal experiences of social and cultural dynamics

Literary Contributions and Major Works of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai

Poetry and Prose

Asmat Chughtai?s poetic style is characterized by its emotional depth, lyrical quality, and social
awareness. Her collections of poetry often explore themes such as love, social injustice, human
rights, and cultural identity.

Notable poetry collections:
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- [Insert Title 1]
- [Insert Title 2]
- [Insert Title 3]

In addition to poetry, her prose writings include essays, short stories, and autobiographical works
that shed light on her personal experiences and societal observations.

Key Literary Themes

Some recurring themes in her work include:

- Social justice and equality
- Cultural heritage and identity
- Women's rights and empowerment
- Resistance against oppression

Recognition and Awards

Throughout her career, Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai received numerous accolades, including:

- [Insert Award 1]
- [Insert Award 2]
- Recognition from literary societies and cultural organizations

The Impact and Legacy of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai

Influence on Urdu Literature

Asmat Chughtai?s work has significantly influenced modern Urdu literature, inspiring generations of
poets and writers to pursue socially conscious themes and innovative poetic forms.

Role in Societal Change

Her writings have been instrumental in raising awareness about social injustices, advocating for
women's rights, and fostering cultural pride. Her voice continues to inspire activism and literary
expression.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage
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Through her poetry and essays, she has played a vital role in preserving and promoting South Asian
cultural traditions, language, and history.

Legacy in Modern Times

Today, her work remains relevant, studied in academic circles, and celebrated at literary festivals.
Her influence persists in contemporary Urdu poetry and social discourse.

Key Points About Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai

- Renowned Urdu poet and writer with a focus on social issues
- Celebrated for poetic depth and lyrical storytelling
- Active in advocating for women's rights and social justice
- Her literary works span poetry, essays, and short stories
- Recognized with numerous awards and honors
- Continues to inspire new generations of writers and activists

Why is Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai Important Today?

Promoting Social Awareness

Her works highlight societal issues such as inequality, discrimination, and cultural conflicts?topics
that remain relevant today.

Empowering Women

Asmat Chughtai?s emphasis on women?s rights and gender equality encourages ongoing dialogue
and progress in gender issues across South Asia.

Preserving Cultural Identity

Her dedication to Urdu language and South Asian traditions helps foster cultural pride among
younger generations.

Inspiring Artistic Expression

Her poetic style serves as a model for aspiring poets seeking to blend artistic beauty with
meaningful social commentary.

How to Explore the Works of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai
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Reading Her Poetry Collections

Seek out her published poetry books, available in bookstores and online platforms, to experience
her lyrical mastery firsthand.

Academic and Literary Analyses

Research articles and dissertations examining her work provide valuable insights into her themes
and literary techniques.

Attending Literary Events

Participate in poetry readings, seminars, and cultural festivals celebrating her contributions.

Digital Resources

Many of her essays, poems, and interviews are accessible online, offering convenient ways to
engage with her legacy.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai

Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai stands out as a luminary in Urdu literature and a passionate advocate for
social justice. Her poetic voice, marked by emotional sincerity and social consciousness, continues
to resonate with audiences worldwide. Her life and work exemplify the power of literature to inspire
change, preserve cultural identity, and elevate human dignity. As readers and scholars explore her
rich oeuvre, they not only celebrate her artistic achievements but also uphold her enduring legacy as
a voice of truth and compassion in a complex world.
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Meta Description:

Discover the life, works, and legacy of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai, a renowned Urdu poet and writer
whose poetry and prose continue to inspire social change and cultural pride across South Asia.
 
Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai: An In-Depth Exploration of Her Life, Art, and Legacy

In the realm of South Asian literature and art, Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai stands as a compelling figure
whose work and life continue to inspire and challenge audiences today. Her name is often
associated with bold narratives, avant-garde artistic expressions, and an unwavering commitment to
exploring human psychology and societal taboos. This detailed guide aims to shed light on her
multifaceted persona, her contributions, and her enduring legacy.

Who is Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai?

Early Life and Background

Born in the early 20th century in British India, Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai emerged from a culturally
rich background that profoundly influenced her artistic and literary pursuits. Her upbringing was
marked by exposure to traditional Mughal art, Urdu literature, and the socio-political upheavals of
partition. These experiences imbued her with a unique perspective that would later define her work.

Artistic and Literary Journey

Asmat Chughtai was not confined to a single discipline. She seamlessly bridged the worlds of visual
art and literature, often merging both to create thought-provoking pieces. Her early works reflected a
keen interest in the human condition, sexuality, and societal norms, often challenging conservative
viewpoints.

Major Themes in Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai's Work

Artistic Themes

- Exploration of Female Identity: Chughtai?s artwork often depicted women in ways that defied
traditional expectations, emphasizing independence, vulnerability, and strength.

- Societal Taboos and Critique: Her art did not shy away from controversial subjects such as
sexuality, gender roles, and social injustice.

- Fusion of Traditional and Modern: She combined Mughal miniature styles with modernist
techniques, creating a unique visual language.
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Literary Themes

- Psychological Depth: Her stories often delve into the subconscious, exploring desires, fears,
and societal pressures.

- Rebellion Against Norms: Through her writings, she questioned orthodox beliefs and promoted
individual freedom.

- Cultural Identity: She explored the complexities of identity, especially in the context of partition
and displacement.

Notable Works and Achievements

Artistic Contributions

- Paintings and Murals: Her artwork was showcased in exhibitions across South Asia and gained
recognition for its boldness and originality.

- Innovative Techniques: She experimented with mixed media and unconventional materials to
evoke emotional responses.

Literary Works

- Poetry and Short Stories: Her writings garnered acclaim for their lyrical quality and candid
portrayal of taboo subjects.

- Publication Highlights: She published several collections that became influential in Urdu
literature circles.

Awards and Recognitions

- Despite facing censorship and societal opposition, her work received numerous accolades,
including awards from literary and artistic institutions.

Controversies and Challenges

Societal Opposition

Chughtai?s fearless exploration of taboo topics often led to controversy. She faced criticism from
conservative groups and faced legal challenges, including censorship attempts.
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Personal Struggles

Her life was marked by personal hardships, including societal rejection and financial struggles,
which she navigated with resilience and determination.

Legacy and Influence

Impact on South Asian Art and Literature

- Pioneering Voice: Chughtai paved the way for future generations of artists and writers to explore
taboo subjects openly.

- Inspiration for Feminist Movements: Her portrayal of women as complex, autonomous
individuals has inspired feminist discourse.

Modern Recognition

- Her work is now celebrated in museums, academic studies, and cultural festivals.
- Biographies, documentaries, and exhibitions continue to highlight her contributions and

challenge misconceptions.

Critical Analysis of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai?s Work

Artistic Style and Innovation

Chughtai?s blending of traditional Mughal motifs with modernist techniques created a distinctive
style that challenged aesthetic boundaries. Her use of vivid colors, symbolism, and layered
narratives invites viewers and readers to interpret multiple meanings.

Literary Significance

Her stories often blend realism with psychological depth, offering a nuanced portrayal of characters
constrained by society yet yearning for freedom. Her fearless approach to sensitive topics broke
taboos and expanded the scope of Urdu literature.

Ethical and Cultural Considerations

While celebrated for her honesty, her work also sparked debates about morality, censorship, and
cultural norms. Her willingness to confront uncomfortable truths remains a testament to her
commitment to artistic integrity.
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How to Engage with Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai?s Work

For Art Enthusiasts

- Visit galleries featuring her paintings.
- Study her techniques and thematic choices.
- Participate in workshops or lectures on her artistic style.

For Literature Lovers

- Read her published stories and poetry.
- Analyze her narratives for themes of gender, identity, and societal critique.
- Join literary discussions or book clubs focusing on her work.

For Researchers and Students

- Explore academic papers and biographies.
- Investigate her influence on contemporary art and literature.
- Consider her role within the socio-political context of her time.

Conclusion: Why Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai Remains Relevant

Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai exemplifies the power of art and literature to challenge societal norms and
provoke introspection. Her fearless exploration of taboo subjects, combined with her innovative
artistic techniques, has cemented her legacy as a trailblazer in South Asian cultural history. Whether
through her provocative paintings or her candid writings, Chughtai continues to inspire dialogues
about gender, identity, and freedom?making her a timeless figure whose influence endures across
generations.

References and Further Reading

- Biographies and interviews with Asmat Chughtai.
- Collections of her artwork and writings.
- Academic analyses of her contribution to South Asian arts and letters.
- Documentaries exploring her life and impact.

Note: For a deeper understanding, readers are encouraged to explore primary sources, visit
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exhibitions, and engage with scholarly work dedicated to Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who is Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai and what is she known for? Dozakhi Asmat
Chughtai is a prominent Pakistani poet and writer known for her contributions to Urdu literature,
particularly in the genres of poetry and social commentary. What are the main themes explored in
Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai's work? Her work primarily explores themes of social justice, women's
rights, cultural identity, and personal introspection, reflecting the societal issues faced in Pakistan.
Has Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai received any notable awards or recognition? Yes, she has received
several literary awards for her poetry and writings, including recognition from various cultural
organizations in Pakistan. Where can I find collections of Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai's poetry? Her
poetry collections are available in major bookstores, online literary platforms, and through Urdu
literature archives. Some of her work has also been featured in literary magazines. What impact has
Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai had on contemporary Urdu literature? She has significantly contributed to
modern Urdu poetry, inspiring a new generation of poets and writers with her socially conscious
themes and expressive style. Are there any recent publications or interviews featuring Dozakhi
Asmat Chughtai? Yes, she has participated in recent literary festivals and interviews where she
discusses her work, social issues, and her literary journey. These are available on various cultural
media platforms. How can I learn more about Dozakhi Asmat Chughtai's contributions to literature?
You can explore her published poetry, attend literary events where she speaks, follow her interviews
on social media, and read articles analyzing her work in Urdu literary circles. 
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